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BEFORE  the  publication  of  the  Hiftory  of  the 
Popes,  by  A  d  B  r,  Efq\  heretofore  fuh- 

Itc  profefjor  of  rheiorick,  hiflory\  and  philofophy  in  the 
univerfutes  of  Rome^  Fermo,  and  Macerata^  and  in  the 
latter  place  counfellor  of  the  inquifition^  the  attention 
ot  the  public  was  greatly  excited  by  the  above  high- 
founding  titles  {a)  which  the  author  afTumcd,  and  by 

the 

{a)  That  I  may  not  omit  any  thing  material,  nor  repeat, 
as  my  own,  what  hath  already  been  obferved  by  another,  I 
beg  leave  to  offer  to  the  reader,  in  this  note,  the  following 
very  remarkable  particulars  concerning  Mr.  B---s  titles, which 
I  have  extra6ted  from  a  pamphlet,  intituled.  Remarks  on  the  two 
firji  volumes  of  the  lives  of  the  Popes,  bearing  date,  Douay 
1754,  not  meaning  to  put  an  implicit  confidence  in  any  thing 
that  Cometh  from  fuch  a  quarter,  but  rather  defirous  to  give 

Mr.  B  r  an  opportunity  of  vindicating  himfelf,  by  letting 

him  fee  that  what  had  been  charged  upon  him  near  two  years 
ago,  without  any  reply,  in  a  Popijh  pamphlet,  becomes  now 
more  worthy  of  his  notice,  as  it  is  made  public  to  Protejiants. 
'  We  cannot  wonder  (fays  the  anonymous  remarker)  that 

*  the  chara6^;er  of  fuch  an  Hiftorian  fliould  fill  his  purfe,  draw 

*  in  a  long  lift  of  fubfcribers  and  patrons,  and  make  all  who 

*  were  impofed  upon  by  the  cheat,  big  with  expedtations  of 
'  fomething  e^ctraordinary  from  fuch  a  pen.  It  is  to  be  pre- 
^  fumed,  that  his  intention  is  already  anfwered,  at  leaft  as  to 

*  his  main  purpofe  of  fubfcriptions,  and  the  df gulfed  Jefuit 

*  may  be  now  lafely  unmafked.  lam  furprifed  to  find  the  only 

*  title  omitted  which  he  could  with  truth, and  ought  in  juftice, 

*  to  have  mentioned,  that  of  a  Jefuit,  and  of  a  profcfTed  Je- 

*  fuit :  for  he  had  made  his  laft  folemn  vows.  He  certaiiily 
'  could  net  mean  that  by  the  word  Efquire.  Why  then  did  he 
'  fupprefs  his  former  prcfelTions  of  Jefuit  and  Priejl  F  

*  I  know  not  whether  the  church  of  England,  which  glories 
'  in  fupporting  the  hierarchy,  would  approve  fuch  a  condud:, 

*  that  a  prieft  fhould  totally  fhake  off  his  orders,  and  meta- 

*  morphofe  himfelf  into  a  lay  fqu'ire,  fo  as  to  retain  neither 

*  the  name,  nor  any  marks  or  obli2;ations,  ot  his  former  ffate. 
'  May  vi^e  net  afcribe  the  fuppreffion  of  this  circumfran  e  in 

*  our  North  Briton  to  an  apprehenfion  that  it  might  give 

*  fome  fcandal  or  offence       And  again.  '  Mr.  B  -  -    r,  to 

A  '  indemnify 
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the  induftry  made  ufe  of  to  reprcfent  him  not  only  as 
a  convert  from  popery^  but  as  a  convert  who  had  given 
the  mod  convincing  proofs  of  his  llncericy.  His  (tory, 
indeed,  as  retailed  by  him  in  cqnverfation,  was  ex- 

*  indemnify  himfelf  for  the  omiffion  of  the  titles  of  Prieji  and 

*  Jefuit^  ufkers  in  his  name,  adorned  with  thofe  of  public 
'  Profeflbr  of  Eloquence,  Hiftory  and  Philofophy,  in  the 

*  univerfities  of  Rome^  Fermo  and  Macerata,  I  am  in- 

*  formed,  that  he  certainly  never  was  a  profeflbr,  but  only  a 

*  (ludent,  in  Romey  tho'  that  city  is  not  famed  as  an  tinlver- 

*  fity,  except  for  the  canon  and  civil  laws  :  fo  that  what  he 

*  here  means  I  cannot  guefs    He  taught,  indeed,  the  fchools 

*  of  humanity,  and  I  believe,  of  morals  and  philofophy,  at 
'  Macerata  which  college  is  barely  a  fchool  for  the  neigh- 

*  bourhood,  not  a  place  of  reputation  or  refort  for  learning. 

*  The  Gentleman  feems  at  fome  lofs  for  titles,  when  he  ftrains 
'  and  boafts  fo  pompoufly  that  he  has  been  a  fchool-mafter, 
'  in  a  fociety  inftituted  for  that  end,  and  which  moftcom- 
*-  monly  afligns  that  employment  to  its  young  members.  

*  But  how  can  we  think  him  at  a  lofs,  whilft  we  read  him 

*  qualified  Counfellor  of  the  Inquifttion  f   By  this  word,  I 

*  fhould  naturally  underftand  a  judge  in  that  tribunal  :  for 

*  the  word  counfellor  in  a  court  abroad,  fignifies  a  judge  and 

<  it  16  explained  of  our  author  in  that  fenfe,  in  the  relation 

<  publiflied  by  Dr.  Hill.  But  I  fhouJd  be  glad  for  his  fake  ta 
'  prefume  that  by  this  title  he  means  to  ftile  himfelf  only 
'  Con/ultory  to  bring  to  the  inquifition  prohibited  books,  efpe- 
'  cially  EngliJJj^  or  to  be  confulted  by  the  inquifitors  in  cer- 

*  tain  cafes,  which  is  a  thing  poflible,  and  very  probable  :  for 
'  in  country- towns  a  curate  or  fchool- mafter  may  bear  fuch 

«  a  title.  In  France  bookfellers  are  often  deputed  -  -  -  to 

«  examine  books,  which  are  imported.  But  for  a  Jcfuit  in^ 
'  quifitor  in  Italy^  every  one  who  has  travelled  abroad,  and  in- 

*  formed  himfelf  of  that  court,  knows  it  is  an  Hirco-cervus^  a 
^  monfler  in  nature,  it  being  a  thing  repugnant  to  the  laws 

*  and  cuftoms  of  that  country,  whatever  might  be  poflible 
«  elfe  where. '  When  Mr.  B  r  is  pleafed  to  favor  the  pu- 
blic with  that  narrative  of  his  efcape  from  Italy,  and  of  his 
condudl:  fince  his  arrival  in  England,  which  is  expected,  in 
his  peculiar  fituation,  by  every  lover  of  truth,  it  will  be  ah- 
folutely  neceffary  for  him  to  give  foliJ  anfwers  to  the  contents 
of  this,  and  of  fome  other  notes  whichlfliall  cxtrad  from  the 
pamphlet  of  bis  Popijh  lemarkcr. 

tremcly 
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tremcly  well  calculated  to  engage  the  curiofity, 
and  ro  affecl:  the  good  -  nature  of  the  people  of 
this  ifland ,  who  could  not ,  as  he  flattered  him- 
felf,  hear  him  relate  the  wonderful  account  of  the 
motives  which  induced  him  to  change  his  religion, 
and  of  his  elcape  from  the  inquifition  of  Macerata  in 
the  papers  dominions,  without  opening  their  arms  to 
embrace  him  as  one  who  had  expofed  himfelf  to 
dangers  that  ou^ht  to  endear  him  to  Proteftants. 

Numbers  of  unexceptionable  witneflTes,  many  of 
them  perfons  of  high  rank,  at  London^  at  Batb^  ia 
the  North  of  England^  and  in  feveral  parts  of  Scotland^ 

have  heard  this  remarkable  tale  from  Mr.  jB  r'j  own 

mouth  ;  and  it  made  fo  deep  an  impreirion  upon 
fome,  that  they  committed  to  writing  a  ftory,  which, 
however  extraordinary,  they  believed  on  the  unfupported 
evidence  of  the  relater,  and  which,  therefore,  they 
thought  ought  not  to  be  forgot.  By  this  means,  few 
of  the  good  proteftants  of  Great  Britain^  have  ever 
heard  any  thing  of  the  Hiftorian  of  the  Popes ^  or  per- 
ufed  his  hiftory,  without  alfo  knowing  fomething  of 
his  hazardous  efcape  from  Italy  \  and  the  MS.  ac- 
counts of  it  being  handed  about,  and  tranfcribed,  it 
was  no  wonder,  that  one  of  them  fhould  at  laft,  be 
conveyed  to  the  prefs  (b)^  the  fubftance  of  which  I 
(hall  here  prefent  to  the  reader. 

A  2  *  Upon 

{b)  It  was  publiflied,  in  November  1750.  By  Mr.  Richard 
>  Barron,  a  difTenting  minifter,  who  wrote  a  preface  to  the  nar- 
rative, in  which  he  mentions  its  having  been  communicated 
by  Mr.  B'—r  himfelf,  to  the  Rev.  Mr.  Hill,  chaplain  to 
the  Jrchbijhop  of  Canterbury,  But,  in  this,  is  appeared  by  an 
advertifemeiit  of  Mr.  Hill,  that  Mr.  Barron  was  miftaken. 
For  tho'  what  he  printed  had  been  copied  from  a  MS.  in  the 
hand  writing  of  Mr.  Hillf  this  MS.  was  only  a  copy  of 
an  account  of  this  matter,  which  had  been  fent  up,  as  I  am 
informed,  to  his  grace  of  Canterbury  by  a  correfpondent  in 
the  country,  and  was  taken  down  by  William  Duncomhe  Efq; 
and  his  fon,  from  the  mouth  of  a  con fider able  Perfon^  who, 
upon  hearing  it  afterwards  read,  acknowledged  it  to  be  what 

he 
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•  Upon  an  information  that  a  perlon  had  fpoke  dif^ 

*  rerptrdtfully  o\  the  inquifirion  ,  whilft  the  guilty 
'  perfon  fafifc^red  at  Ro/ne,  an  innocent  gentleman  of 

'  Florence 

he  had  heard  from  B—r's  own  mouth.  And,  indeed,  if  we 
except  perhaps  one  or  two  geographical  inaccuracies  in  the  ac- 
count publifhed  by  Mr.  Barron^  it  agrees,  as  to  the  principal 
particulars,  with  the  ftory,  which  very  /nany  -KA  Mr.  B--  rs  ac- 
quaintances well  remember  to  have  heard  from  his  own  mouth. 
1  have,  long  before  Mr.  Barron  s  pamphlet  appeared,  been  en- 
tertained with  the  fame  tale,  repeated  to  me  by  gentlemen  of 
judgment  and  veracity,  who  heard  the  author  himfelf  give  the 
narration  ;  and  1  had,  lately,  in  my  hands,  a  MS.  account,  con- 
fifting  of  27  quarto  pages,  taken  from  his  own  mouth, 
by  a  lady  in  Cumberland^  and  tranfcribed  from  her  papers 
by  a  very  eminent  divine  of  our  church,  now  vefted  with 
the  higheft  honours  in  one  of  the  unlverfities.  The  principal 
difference  between  the  account  publifhed  by  Barron  and  the 
MS.  one  juft  mentioned,  confifts  in  this,  that  the  latter  is 
vaftly  more  copious  and  circumftantral,  and  paints  the  cruelties 
of  the  inquifition  in  much  ftronger  colours.  After  being  told 
this,  the  reader  will  be  furprized  to  read  the  advertifement 
which  Mr.  B——r  publiftied  on  the  occafion  iii  the  General 
Advertifer  of  November  id  1750. 

Bond-Street  November  1^  i^^O, 
^  Whereas  a  pamphlet  is  juft  publifhed,  entituled,^  faithful 
'  account  of  Mr,  A—d  B—r's  motives  for  having  his  office  of 
'  fecretary,  ^c.    To  prevent  the  public  from  being  impofcd 

*  upon,  I  hereby  declare,  that  I  gave  no  fuch  account,  and 

*  that  it  is  almojl  in  every  particular  abfolutely  falfe.  ' 

A.  B. 

Why  this  worthy  gentleman  fliould  have  been  fo  ready  to 
give  the  lie,  in  fo  peremptory  words,  to  a  ftory  which  he 
had  been  as  ready  to  propagate  in  converfation,  will  be  very 
difficult  to  be  well  accounted  for,  fuppoQng  the  fadls  which 
he  related  to  have  really  happened.  The  above  advertife- 
ment, therefore,  could  not  but  create  a  fufpicion  in  the 
minds  of  fome  who  before  had  a  good  opinion  of  him,  that 
the  curious  account  of  his  cfcape,  with  which  he  had  capti- 
vated the  hearts  of  honefl  Proteftants,  was  a  tale  fit  only  for 
feleSl  companies,  and  not  proper  to  be  made  public,  leii:  it 
fhould  get  into  the  hands  of  Papijls^  who  might  be  fo  uncivil 
as  to  charge  him  with  having  courted  appUufe  by  making 

a  lacu- 
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'  Florence  was  by  a  villainous  treachery  decoyed  thence 

*  to  Maceratay  where,  Mr.  B  r  himfelf  fining  in 

*  the  council  of  inq^iiifitlon^  he  was  tcrrureJ  with  a  cruelty 

'  beyond 

a  facrifice  of  truth.--- In  order,  therefore,  to  remove  all  fuch 
fufpiciuns,  and  to  fatisfy  thofe  friends  who  could  not  recon- 
cile Mr.^-— r'jadvertifemedt  with  what  they  had  heard  from 
his  own  mouth,  he  thought  it  necellary  to  make  the  follow- 
ing declaration,  which  1  have  tranfcribed  from  the  General 
Adveriifer  of  November  27,  1750. 

Bond-Street^  November  27,  1750. 
'  An  account  of  the  motives  that  occafioned  my  leaving  the 
'  inquifition,  very  imperfeSf^  and  falje  in  many  clrcumjlances 
'  that  might  af^'edtand  impeach  the  credit  of  the  whole,  having 
'  been  furreptitioufly  impofed  on  the  public,  and  a  new  edition 
'  thereof  being  advertifed  by  the  publiflier,  notwithftanding  it 

*  has  bsen  publicly  difavowed  by  me  and  by  the  gentleman 
'  who  was  faid  to  have  taken  it  immediately  from  my  mouth,  I 
'  fhall,  at  the  defire  of  my  friends,  publifli,  myfelf,  a  true 
'  account  of  this  matter  in  all  its  particulars,  ^jy^^^  as  I  have 
'  acquitted  myfelf  of  my  engagement  to  my  fubfcribers,  by 

*  finifhing  the  additional  fheetsthat  will  complete  the  fecond 

*  volume  of  my  Hiftory  of  the  Popes.  A,  B  r.  ' 

It  is  inipofTible  for  any  one,  who  compares  this  laft  adver- 
tifement  with  the  former  one  of  November  the  2d,  not  to  be 
llruck  with  a  moft  eflential  inconfiftence.  In  this  laft,  Mr. 
B"-r  hysxh^i^lr. Barron  5  account  is  very  imperfect ^and  falfe 
in  many  circumjiances  ;  words  which  plainly  admit  that  the 
fadls  are,  in  general,  true  :  and  yet  if  we  look  back,  we 
fhall  find  him,  on  the  2d  of  November^  declaring  that  this 
very  account  is  almoft^  in  every  -particular^  abfolutely  falfe, 
Mr.  B'-'r^  it  is  to  be  fuppofed, had, when  his  fecond  advertife- 
ment  came  out,  refrefhed  his  memory  ;  or,  which  is  moft 
probable,  fome  of  his  friends  had  put  him  in  mind  that 
they  had  heard  from  himfelf  a  ftory  agreeable  to  that  account 
which  he  had  called  abfolutely  falfe  in  almojl  every  particular. 
And  he  muft  well  remember  that  he  had  a  vifit  from  the 
Rev"^.  Mr.  /////,  chaplain  to  his  Grace  the  Archbifhop  of 
Canterbury^  to  know  upon  what  grounds  he  had  fo  abfolute- 
Jy  denied  the  ftory  ;  and  his  anfwers  were  fo  prevaricating  and 
cvafive,  that  Mr.  Hill  came  away  with  the  lovv^eft  opinion 
of  his  fincerity  ;  for  the  only  miftakts  that  he  pretended  to 
find  in  the  account  were  of  the  name  of  a  place  and  of  a  date. 
Bat  what  is  moft  remarkable  in  the  laft  advertifement,  is 

A  3  ih© 
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*  beyond  that  of  Nero^  and,  at  lafl:,  difmified  upon 
'  advice  that  the  true  criniinal  was  taken  at  Rome : 

*  but  the  unhappy  gentleman  continued,  ever  after, 
'  fenfelefs  and  diftraCted.    Another  relation  given  by 

*  Mr.  B  r  is  dill  more  frightful.  A  certain  gentk- 

*  man,  his  particular  friend,  happened  to  let  fall  an 

*  innocent  joke  ,  about  the  garb  of  tvs/o  capuchin 

*  friars,  and  being  overheard  by  them,  was  accufcd  to 

*  the  inquifuion.  Mr.  B- — r  was  ordered  to  take  a 
'  guard,  which  is  always  in  waiting,  and  to  appre- 
'  hend  his  unfortunate  friend,  whilft  he  was  in  bed 
^  with  his  wife,  lately  married,  at  midnight,  and  the 

*  lead  excufe  would  have  been  fatal  to  himfeif.  The 

*  nobleman  expired  under  his  inhuman  tortures,  in 

*  prefence  of  the  inquifitors.     Mr.  B  r  ftruck 

*  with  horror,  refolved  to  make  his  efcape,  and  to 

*  renounce  a  religion  which  fandified  fuch  villanies. 

*  He  procured,  from  the  inquifitor  general  leave  to 

*  make  a  pilgrimage   to  Loretto ,   but  fliapcd  his 

*  courfe  over  the  mountains  to  Switzerland^  armed 

*  with  a  pocket-piftol,  in  refolution  to  difpatch  him-^ 

*  felf  for  fear  of  torments,  in  cafe  he  could  no  ways 

*  efcape.  Both  he  and  his  horfe  were  growing  faint 
'  when  he  arrived  among  the  Switzers  :  but  whilft 

*  he  was  refrefliing  himfeif  in  a  catholic  canton,  he 

*  faw  hin^felf  defcribed,  with  a  great  reward  for  ap- 

*  prehending  him,  in  a  paper  which  tv;o  men  were 

'  reading. 

the  folemn  promife  which  Mr.5--  r  make«i  to  publifh, himfeif, 
a  true  account  of  his  efcape,  foon  as  he  jhould  have  acquitted 
himfeif  of  his  engagement  to  his  fubfcribers^  by  finifoing  his 
fecond  volume.  This  fecond  volume  hath  been  completed 
thefe  five  years^  the  third  hath,  long  ago,  made  its  appea- 
rance, and  the  fourth,  we  are  affured,  is  in  great  forwardnefs 
in  the  prefs  ;  but  where  is  Mr.  i5-—r*i  promifed  account  ?  He 
hath  fhamefully  broke  his  word  to  the  public  :  and  he  who 
could  be  guilty  of  this,  hath  given  but  too  much  reafon  for 
our  disbelieving  any  thing  which  hath  no  other  evidence  but 

his  own  word  to  fupport  it.  In  (hort,  to  ufe  Mr.  Barron* s 

juft  remark,  in  fome  queries  which  B.  never  anfvvered,  the 
whole  affair  turns  upon  the  veracity  of  a  man^  who  to  raife 
compaffton  and  gain  money  ^  has  told  fuch  Jiories  in  private  as  b( 
dare  not  publickly  acknoivhdge. 
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"  reading.    He  difguifed  himfelf,  got  away  immc- 

*  d lately,  or  he  would  have  been  feized.    From  Berm 

*  he  fell  down  the  Rhine  to  Strasburg^  to  avoid  paf- 

*  fing  through  Popijh  countries,  and  from  Strasbm'g  he 
'  came  on  polt-horfes  to  Calais.  No  fooner  was  heahght- 
'  ed  at  his  inn  there,  but  advertifcmcnts  were  fixe  upon 
'  the  gate,  defcribing  him,  and  promifing  a  reward  for 

*  apprehending  him.  He  endeavoured  to  crofs  the  Tea 
'  in  a  fifhing  boar,  but  v^as  forced  back  to  Calais ^  the 

*  weather  being  too  boiftcrous.    Luckily,  Lord  Balti- 

*  more  took  him  into  his  yacht.    The  day  he  landed  aC 

*  Dover^  he  was  furprized  to  receive  a  letter  diredcd 

*  to  him  from  the  inquifitor  general,  with  promifes  of 
'  honor  and  rewards,  if  he  would  return.  But  the  per  Ton 

*  had  difappearcd,  before  he  could  enquire  after  him.' 
This  tale  with  all  its  improbabilities  and  incon- 

fiftencies  (0>  and  to  which  Mr,  B  r  ufually  added, 

upon  the  fame  infallible  authority  of  his  own  word,  a 

A  4  lamen- 
[c)  Mr.  B,  is  defired  to  give  an  anfwer  to  the  following 
quotation  from  his  Popijh  antagonift.    '  The  ftory  of  Mr. 
'  B.  's  efcape  is  the  moft  ridiculous  piece  of  forgery,  in  every 

*  circumftance.  The  pretended  cruelties  which  the  author 

*  dcfcribes,  are  faid  to  have  been  exercifed  for  the  moft 

*  trifHing  jefts,  fuch  as  are  not  uncommon  in  thofe  countries, 

*  as  my  ears  have  been  witnelTes.    Certainly,  the  author  was 

*  refolved  that  no  flourifties  ftiould  be  wanting  to  his  tale, 

*  that  might  render  it  more  furprizing.    But  he  ought  to 

*  have  firft  proved  that  the  judges  were  not  civilized  crea- 

*  tures,  or  even  men,  that  his  ftory  might  appear  poflible. 

*  Mr.  B.  indeed  made  his  efcape  from  Perugia  to  Vejjtce^  and 
^  I  do  not  doubt  in  great  hajie.     The  occafion  is  very  well 

*  known  in  that  country^  in  the  family  of  Buonacorfi.  Ths 

*  reafon  of  his  hurry  in  Calais  to  crofs  the  channel  (which  was 

*  very  different )   is  I'lkewife  well  known  among  his  brother 

*  Jefuits  and  countrymen  at  Douay,    I  am  perfuaded  he  has 

*  never  chofen  to  publijh  the  one  or  the  other,    I  only  fay^  they 

*  have  no  fort  of  affinity  with  what  the  pamphleteer  puts  in 

*  his  mouth,  Mr.  B,  by  difowning  it  has  ingenuoufly  given 
'  him  the  lie,  which  teftimony  alone  ought  to  have  difcre- 
^  dited  the  pretended  authority  of  him  who  difclaims  it, 
'  Indeed  who  could  imagine  itpoffible,  that  this  gentleman 

'  would 
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lamentable  defcription  of  the  many  dangers  to  which 
he  was  daily  expofed,  after  his  arrival  in  England^  by 
the  attempts  of  the  Papifts  to  poiTon  or  kidnap  him, 
had  the  wiflied-for  efiect,  gained  ^^«cT/z/ credit,  and, 
of  courfe,  recommended  the  hero  of  it  to  the  favor  of 
many  well-meaning  Proteftants,  who  eagerly  fub- 
fcribed  to  his  Hiftory  of  the  Popes,  a  work  to  enrich 
which  they  were  taught  to  believe  that  the  treafures  of 
the  Vatican  had  been  ranfacked,  and  in  which  the  fe- 
crets  of  the  inqui/ition  would  be  difclofed  and  which, 
it  was  thought,  would  contain  many  diicovcrics  fatal 
to  the  caufe  of  popery,  as  being  written  by  one  whofe 
former  profefTtons  as  a  jefuit  and  as  an  inquifjor  had 
given  him  accefs  to  know  the  weaknefs  of  that  caute, 
which,  it  wasfuppofed,  he  haddeferted  upon  principle. 

*  would  not  have  made  a  more  confiftent  ftory  ?  Would  he 

*  have  altered  and  contraaitSted  every  real  Circumftance  of 

*  his  efcape  and  journey  ?  Could  he  have  faid  that  he  ob- 

*  tained  leave  to  make  a  pilgrimage  to  Loretto^  from  the  in- 
quifitor  general,  who  knew  tins  was  to  transfer  the  fcene 

*  into  Spain  or  Portugal^  td^nd  fuch  a  tide,  which  is  not 

*  to  be  met  with  in  Rome,  much  lefs  in  a  Jefuit's  convent  in 

*  Maarata  or  Perugia  ?  He  would  not  have  forged  an 
'  advcrtifement  of  the  inquifition  publifhed  in  any  of  the 

*  Swifs  cantons  ;  •  much  lefs  would  he  have  invented  the 

*  flory,  that  he  was  no  fooner  got  into  Calais^  but  his  perfon 
'  w^as  marked  to  the  fentry  at  the  gate  of  the  town  to  be 
'  feized  3  and  this  from  the  inquifition,  which  has  no  more 
'  power  in  France  than  it  has  in  England.  The  like  orders 
'  would  have  been  given  at  the  fame  time  to  the  guards  of 

*  the  harbour,  who  arc  always  extremely  vigilant.  Confe- 
'  quently  he  could  never  have  got  out  of  Calais.  This  whole 

<  piece  is  diverting  to  one  who  knows  the  cxceilive  jealoufy 

<  of  all  French  tribunals  againfl  the  leaft  2(51  or  name  of  a 
'  foreign  inquifition.  But  the  flory  of  the  invifible  meffenger 
«  v.'ith  a  letter  from  the  inquifitor  general,  meeting  him  ac 

<  Dover,  crowns  the  jeft.     He  would  certainly  have  kept  fo 

*  previous  a  monument,  and  fo  honourable  a  proof  as  that 

<  letter  would  have  been.    And  I  would  fain  know,  who 

<  ever  heard  of  an  inquifitor  general  in  Italy  ;  for  the  Pcpe 
f  cannot  be  meant  by  that  name.  ' 

Mr. 
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Mr.  B  rV  propofals  and  preface  to  his  Hi  (lory 

of  the  popes  were  publifhed  in  the  year  1747  (d)^ 
and,  from  chat  time,  he  hath  been  looked  upon  by 
the  public  in  general  as  a  worthy  champion  of  the  re- 
formed church  •,  his  work,  fo  far  as  it  hath  been 
carried  on,  hath  had  many  admirers,  and  more  readers : 
and,  as  if  the  ample  profits  of  a  fubfcription  uncom- 
monly great  were  an  inadequate  reward  for  his  labour, 
a  noble  penfion  hath  been  fettled  upon  him,  by  the 
lolicitation  of  a  patron  ,  whofe  charader,  both  as  a 
man  and  as  a  fcholar,  is  in  fuch  eftimation,  that  his 

Iriendfhip,  while  it  procured  to  Mr.  B  r  the  folid 

advantages  of  profit,  could  not  fail  to  procure  to  him, 
at  the  fame  time,  the  plcafing  acquifition  of  reputation. 

Thus  rewarded  and  thus  honored  as  the  hiftorian  of 
the  popes  hath  been,  whoever  would  attempt  to  un- 
mafk  him  as  an  impoftor,  will,  no  doubt,  find  the 
Public  extremely  averfe  to  change  the  favorable  opinion 
they  have  entertained  of  his  character  ;  and  nothing  but 
evidence  irrefiftiblecan  be  fuppofed  capable  of  producing 
this  eftc6f,  and  of  engaging  thofe,  who  have  been  impof- 
ed  upon,  to  confefs,  without  reludance,  what  there  can 
be  no  difgrace  in  confefling,  that  their  good  fenfe  hath 
been  a  dupe  to  low  cunning,  and  impudent  falfnood. 

{d)  They  bear  date  March  25,  1747.  In  thefe  propofals 
he  promifed  that  the  two  firft  volumes,  which  would  reach  to 
the  death  of  Gregory  VJI.  in  1085,  would  be  delivered  on, 
or  before,  Lady-day  1748  :  whereas  the  fecond  volume 
extends  no  farther  than  the  death  of  Boniface  III.  anno  607, 
and  Gregory  the  7th  hath  not  even  made  his  appearance  in  the 
third  vol.  The  firft  vol.  was  publifhed  in  May  1748,  and  the  fe- 
cond not  completed  before  1751.  The  public  were  made  to 
believe  that  die  whole  work  would  be  comprized  in  four 
volumes  j  but,  at  the  rate  the  author  feems  refolved  to  go  on, 
we  may  perhaps  be  favored  vi^ith  fourteen  volumes.  Never 
furcly  was  there  a  more  glaring  inftance  of  fcandalous  abufe 
of  the  public  favour,  than  in  the  cafe  before  us.    Had  any 

other  perfon,  except  Mr.  B  r,  given  this  convincing  proof 

^hat  he  fpun  out  his  work  merely  to  encreafe  his  gains,  he 
vvould  have  been  defpifed  as  a  mercenary  hackney-fcribbler. 

And 
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And  yet,  difficult  as  the  talk  may  be,  I  am  not 
without  hopes,  that  I  fhall  be  able  to  place  fuch 
facts  before  the  reader,  as  muft  convince  every  one 
whofe  mind  is  open  to  convidion,  that  the  author  of 
the  hiftory  of  the  popes  is  an  impoftor,  who,  having 
gained  the  rewards  of  virtue,  deferveth  to  be  expofed 
to  the  infamy  of  vice ;  and  whom  not  to  expofe, 
when  there  are  materials  for  doing  it  in  my  poflcirion, 
would,  in  fome  meafure,  be  to  confpire  with  him  in 
his  grofs  and  unparalleled  impoficion  upon  the  inhabi- 
tants of  this  ifland. 

But  before  I  proceed  to  drav/  afide  the  veil  which 

Mr.  B  r  hath  fo  artfully  thrown  around  his  cha- 

radler,  it  may  not  be  improper  to  quote  fome  palTages 
from  the  preface  to  his  hitlory  ;  a  preface  which  was 
circulated  throughout  the  kingdom,  above  a  year  be- 
fore the  work  itfelf  appeared,  being  intended  as  a  fpe- 
cimen  of  what  Proteftants  might  expedl,  from  an  au- 
thor who  maketh  the  following  declarations. 

*  The  work  which  I  now  offer  to  the  public,  I  un- 

*  dertook  fome  years  fincc  at  Rome :  as  I  was  then  a 

*  moft  zealous  champion  of  the  popes  fupremacy, 

*  which  was  held  as  an  article  of  faith  by  the  body 
'  I  belonged  to,  my  chief  defign  when  I  engaged  ia 

*  fuch  a  work,  was  to  afcertain  that  fupremacy.  

*  But  alas!  I  foon  perceived  that  I  had  undertaken 

*  more  than  it  was  in  my  power  to  perform.  In 

*  fpite  then  of  my  endeavours  to  the  contrary,  rcafon 

*  getting  the  better  of  the  ftrongeft  prejudices, — / 
^  became  a  frofelyte  to  the  opinion  which  I  had  propofed 

*  to  confute^  and  jincerely  abjured  in  my  mind  that  which 
'  /  had  ignorantly  undertaken  to  defend  {c  }.*  And 

again  : 

(e)  The  following  obfervations,  from  the  Douay  pamph- 
let are  remarkable,  *  Mr.  Bower  tells  us  in  his  preface,  that 
'  he  began  a  hiftory  of  the  popes  in  Rome^  and  liad  carried 

*  it  down  to  the  clofe  of  the  fecond  century  ;  but  that  whiift 

*  he  wrote  to  maintain  their  fupremacy,  he  difcovered  it  to 
'  be  a  chimerical  prerogative,   unknown  in  the  primitive 

*  ages. 
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again  :  *  I  no  fooner  found  myfelf  in  a  country  'whgr^ 

*  ^ru!b  might  be  tittered  without  danger,  than  1  refolved 

*  to  rcfume  and  purfue,  in  my  native  tongue,  as 

*  foon  as  I  recovered  the  ufe  ot  it,  the  work  1  had 

'  begun  in  a  foreign  language.  If  it  fhall  pleafc 

'  heaven  to  fecond  my  undertaking,  fo  far  as  to  alarm 

*  by  it  thofe  proteftants  (I  wilh  1  might  not  lay  thofe 
'  many  Proteftants)  who  are  not  aware,  nor  fufficiently 
'  guarded  againft  the  crafty  infinuations ,  the  fecret 
'  views  and  attempts  of  the  papal  emijjaries^  I  fhall 
'  think  the  time  and  pains  it  coft  me  abundantly 
'  paid.' 

Thefe  and  many  other  declarations  equally  warm, 

which  may  be  feen  in  Mr.  B  r^s  preface,  bring 

confidered,  and  the  ftory  of  his  efcape,  as  related  by 
himfelf,  being  attended  to,  it  will,  no  doubt,  at  firft 
fight,  be  thought  to  be  a  malicious  and  improbable 
falfhood,  to  affirm  of  this  zealous  advocate  for  the 
Proteftant  religion,  whofe  reajon  had  got  the  better  of 
the  ftrongeft  prejudices  vMle  he  was  ftill  in  Italy  \  that, 
after  he  had  been  near  twenty  years  in  England  ^  a 
country  where  truth  might  be  uttered  without  danger, 
and  where  nothing  could  hinder  him  to  make  a  pu- 
blic profeffion  of  that  opinion  to  which  he  had  become  a 

<  ages.    /  became  a  profelyte  to  the  oplntGn^  &c.  -  -  -  Had  this 

'  been  true,  it  muft  have  happened  whilft  he  lived  in  Rome  a 

'  ftudent.    And  he  niuft  have  been  adlually  a  Proteftant  in 

'  his  heart,  when  he  made  his  laft  vows  among  the  Jefuits^ 

«  continued  feme  years  faying  the  breviary  and  mafs  every 

'  day,  honoring  the  faints,  profeifing,  teaching,  and  defending 

'  the  pope's  fupremacy,  and  the  other  tenets  of  the  catholic 

'  faith,  nay,  as  he  tells  us,  in  the  title  of  this  work,  de- 

'  fending  it  by  being  himfelf  a  member  of  the  bloody  inqui- 

'  fttion.    We  are  told  in  the  account  of  his  efcape,  afcribed 

*  to  him,  that  the  cruelties  of  that  court  firjl  opened  his  eyeSy 

*  and  made  him  refolve  to  renounce  a  religion  in  which  they 

*  were  pra5iijed,  i  confefs  I  cannot  fee  what  fubtilty  can 
'  reconcile  thefe  accounts  together,  much  lefs  make  them 
'  confiftent  with  the  true  notorious  circumftances  of  his 
'  coming  over  \ 


profelyte 
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fro/elytehdorchis  arrival  amongft  us,  thatheftill  kept, 
up  an  inrimacy  and  correfpondence  with  his  brethren 
the  Jejuits^   and  a  correfpondence  ot  fuch  a  nature, 
as  would  give  us  reafon  to  defpife  him  as  the  dif- 
guifed  papift,  or  rather  the  abandoned  profligate. 

Malicious  and  improbable  as  this  accusation  may- 
appear  to  be,  the  following  account  will  put  the  truth 
of  it  beyond  all  probabihty,  nay,  indeed,  beyond 
all  poflibility,  of  doubt. 

There  are  now  in  the  poflfeffion  of  Sir  H  ry 

B  Id  of  Ox  h  in  N  -Ik^  the  mod  au- 
thentic proofs  of  this  afTertion  :  for,  furely,  nothing 
can  be  more  authentic  than  letters  written  by  himfelt 
to  Father  Sheldon^  Provincial  of  the  Jefuits  in 
England,  How  difficult  it  will  be  to  reconcile  Mr. 
B  —  r  abjuring  popery  in  his  mind  while  he  was  (fill  at 
Rome^  and  amazing  the  inhabitants  of  Great-Britain 
with  a  wonderful  tale  of  his  efcape  from  the  Inqui- 
ficion,  with  Mr.  B — r  writing  fubmiffive  and  peni- 
tential letters  to  his  fuperiors  the  Provincial  of  the 
Jefuits  in  England^  and  the  General  of  the  whole  Order 
at  Rome^  will  appear  from  a  perufal  of  the  letters  in 
quertion,^;;^  in  number^  copies  of  which  I  have  been 
able  to  procure;  and  which  1  have  thought  it  my 
duty  to  mdkt  public,  and  to  illuftrate  and  confirm  by 
collateral  evidences,  and  authentic  fads,  which  have 
come  to  my  knowledge  that  fo  the  v/orld  in  ge- 
neral may  receive  that  full  fatisfadion,  which  pri- 
vate examination  hath  already  given  to  particular 
perfons  who  have  had  accefs  to  inquire  into  the  par- 
ticulars of  iWisJtrange  tranfaclion,  and  whofe  inquiries, 
without  being  biaflcd  by  prejudice,  or  animated  by 
refentment,  have  had  no  other  end  in  view,  but  the 
difcovery  of  the  truth. 

But  before  1  gratify  the  curiofity  of  the  reader  with 
a  perufal  of  letters  fo  remarkable  as  thefe  muft  be,  it 
will  be  neceflary  to  premife  fome  particulars,  which, 
by  fixing  the  dates,  and  explaining  names  of  per- 
fons, may  throw  fome  light  uponatranfadion,  which, 

from 
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from  the  nature  of  ir,  cannot  but  be  attended  with 
obfcLirities,  when  inquired  into  by  thofe,  who,  bncon- 
neifted  equally  with  Mr.B — r  and  the  reprefentatives 
of  the  Jefuits^  muft  have  had  many  difficulties  to 
ftruggle  with,  in  i^rriving  at  the  knowledge  of  the 
fa6ls  before  us. 

1  he  two  firft.  of  the  y/;; /V//^rj  being  without  any 
date  at  all,  it  will  be  very  material  to  obferve,  from 
the  following  fa6ls,  that  they  could  not  be  prior  to 

the  year  1745.   As  they  are  written  to  Father 

Sheldot,  in  his  character  as  the  Superior  of  the  Order 
in  this  country,   this  will  bring  them  down  at  lead 
to  the  time  of  his  entering  upon  that  office.  Now, 
upon  inquiry ,  I  find  that  Father  Sheldon  did  not 
arrive  in  England^  to  a6t  as  Provincial,  till  after 
the  death  of  Father  Sbirburn^  his  predeceflbr  in  that 
office,  and  with  whom  alfo  it  will  appear,  by  and 
by,  that  Mr.  B  r  had  very  impcrtant  deal- 
ings.   Father  Shirburn  died  on  the  5th  of  January 
174^  •,  and  it  was  not  till  fome  time  after,  that  his 
fucceflbr  arrived  in  England.    The  correfpondence, 
therefore,  between  Sheldon  and  B — r  did  not  begin 
before  1745.    Nay,  we  may  be  pretty  certain  that 
it  did  not  begin  till  towards  the  clofe  of  that  year ; 
perhaps  not  till  the  beginning  of  the  next.    This  I 
collect  from  the  following  circumftances.    Mr.  Shel- 
don., as  I  have  been  informed,  refided  confbantly  ia 
London  for  feveral  months  after  his  arrival  in  Eng- 
land \  and  as  London  hath  alfo  been  the  ufual  place  of 
Mr.  B-'-r's  refidence,  it  is  not,  in  the  leaft,  probable, 
that  they  fhould  correfpond  by  letter  upon  an  affair, 
which,  from  the  nature  of  it,  could  befb  be  tranfadted 
by  meeting  together  in  company.    But  what  putteth 
"  it  beyond  all  doubt,  that  the  correfpondence  did  not 
commence  till  the  clofe  of  1745,  at  foonefl,  is  this 
circumltance,  that,  at  the  time  when  it  was  carried 
on,  Mr.  Sheldon  paiTed  under  the  nam.e  of  Elliot  Bro'ivn ; 
which  direction  is  upon  two  of  the  letters.  Some 
time  after  the  breaking  out  of  the  rebellion,  which 
,was  in  the  latter  pare  of  the  year  1745,  a  v/arrant 

being 
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being  ifliied  out  by  the  fecretary  of  ftate  to  apprehend 
Sheldon^  on  iufpicion  of  treafonable  pradices  ;  he  nar- 
rowly efcaped  being  taken  at  his  lodging  in  Little 
Wyld  Street  Lincolns- Inn- Fields^  where  his  papers  were 
all  feized  ;  and  retired  to  the  country  feat  of  his  ne- 
phew Mr.  Sheldo7J,  at  Weft  on  in  IVar  wick/hire^  pafTing 
under  the  name  of  Elliot  Brown,    I  am  informed  that 

Mr.  B  r  was  not  fo  far  trufted  by  his  provincial  as 

to  be  made  acquainted  with  the  place  of  his  retreat 
but  that  the  correfpondence  pafTed  through  the  hands 
of  one  Mr.  Elliot,  a  Jefuit^  and  near  relation  of  Shel- 
don, and  who  had  been  appointed  to  ad  as  his  deputy. 
This  may  partly  be  colleded  from  one  of  the  letters, 
where  mention  is  made  of  this  Mr.  Elliot^  as  one 
from  whom  B — r  expeded  Sheldon'' s  anfwer.  Cer- 
tain it  is,  from  the  very  look  of  the  letters,  that  they 
paffed  through  a  third  hand ;  the  diredion,  which  is 
upon  two  of  them,  being  very  different  from  Mr. 
B — writing,  who  muft  have  fent  or  given  his 
letters  (f)  undirelfed^  to  this  Mr.  Elliot^  or  fome  other 
perfon. 

Having  thus,  with  fome  degree  of  exadnefs, 
brought  dovv^n  the  commencement  of  B  cor- 
refpondence with  Father  Sheldon^  to  the  end  of  1 745, 
or  the  beginning  of  1746,  it  may  be  neceffary  alfo 
to  premife,  that  the  Mr.  Retz^  who  is  mentioned  in 
them,  was,  at  that  time,  the  General  of  the  Jefuits  ; 
there  being  always  one,  who,  under  that  title,  hath 
the  diredion  of  the  affairs  of  the  Order y  refiding  con- 
Itantly  at  Rome^  and  exercifing  an  abfolute  power 
over  every  member  of  the  fociety,  in  every  part  of 
the  world.    His  deputies,  in  the  feveral  countries, 

(/)  If  Mr.  B.  put  no  diredion  at  all,  upon  any  of  the 
letters  in  queflion,  this  circumftance,  which  the  reader  is 
defined  to  take  notice  of,  might  furnifh  our  J^f^it  /killed  in 
all  the  art  of  cafuiftical  refervation,  with  a  pretence  for  de- 
claring, as  he  hath  done  in  his  advertifemcnt,  and  in  a  more 
folemn  paper,  //?a/  he  never  did  hold  correfpondence  with 
Sheldon,  either  in  his  own  or  any  feigned  narne^ 

or. 
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or,  as  they  call  them,  Provinces,  where  there  arc 
Jefuits  appointed  to  serve,  have  the  name  of  pro- 
vincials, from  whom  any  Father  of  the  Order^  who 
thinketh  himfelf  aggrieved,  may  appeal  to  the  Gene- 
ral at  Rcme\  who  is  confulted  in  all  cafes  of  great 
confequence.  Thefe  particulars,  will  throw  fome 
light  upon  Father  B  -  -  -  r's  letters  to  Father  Sheldoriy 
his  provincial^  both  of  them  here  in  England,  There 
are  only  two  other  perfons  named  in  the  letters  ; 
Mr.  Elliot^  whom  I  have  already  mentioned,  who 
is  ftill  alive,  but  fo  far  off  as  Rome ;  and  Mr.  Carte- 
rety  fucceflbr  to  Father  Sheldon^  as  provincial  in  Eng- 
land^ who  tho'  dead  (g)  ^  lived  long  enough,  as  the 
reader  will  obferve  before  1  have  done,  to  difclofe  fe- 
crets,  which  the  hiftorian  of  the  Popes  never  intended 

to  truft  to  Proteftant  ears.  The  letters  fhall  now 

follow,  copied,  as  I  have  been  informend  with  the 
utmoft  exadlnefs,  from  the  originals  . 

( g  )  Father  Sheldon-^  after  the  expiration  of  his  authority 
as  Provincial  in  England,  retired  to  Rome,  in  the  year  1750, 
or  1 75 1,  and  died,  Rector  of  the  ErigliJJi  College  there,  on 
the  I  ft  of  January  1756.  Father  Carteret  died  Provincial, 
at  London  in  March  laft. 

(h)  Three  of  the  letters  being  without  date,  the  order  in 
v^hich  they  ought  to  be  read,  can  be  difcovered  only  by  an 
attentive  perufal  of  them  ;  and,  I  believe,  mofl:  of  my  rea- 
ders will  be  of  opinion,  that  my  arrangement  of  them  is  die 
true  one. 


FIRST 
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FIRST  LETTER. 

T  write  this  on  the  laft  day  of  my  retreat  (0 

which  1  have  endeavoured  to  confirm  myfelf  ftili 
more  in  my  former,  I  hope,  unalterable  refolutions. 
But,  dear  Sir,  I  diftruft  my  own  weakncfs,  and 
tremble  when  I  refledt  on  the  fevere  trials  I  muft 
again  undergo.  To  avoid  them,  I  have  thought  ot 
the  following  expedient,  which,  if  you  don't  approve 
of,  yet  you  will,  I  hope,  forgive  me  for  offering  it, 
and  afcribe  the  trouble  1  give  you  to  the  entire  con- 
fidence I  place  in  you.  The  expedient  is,  to  make 
over  to  me  part  of  the  fum  that  is  owing  to  you, 
"which  I  find  you  cannot  eafily  recover.  I  Ihould  im- 
mediately transfer  it  to  the  woman,  who  would,  in  a 
very  fliort  time,  find  means  to  recover  it,  and  al- 
low me  my  fo  much  wifhed-for  liberty.  This  would 
make  me  completely  happy  ;  but  nonmea  'voluntas^  fed 
tua  fiat^  for  that,  I  am  fure,  is  the  will  of  him  who 
difpofes  and  ordains  all  things  for  our  good.  I  have 
received  a  letter  from  Mr.  Carteret^  in  Mr.  Retz's 
name,  who  defires  to  know  what  province  will  be 
mofl  to  my  fatisfacflion.  If  I  could  be  any  ways  fer- 
viceable  here,  I  fhould  be  glad  to  fhew  my  gratitude 
for  the  many  favors  1  have  received.  I  leave  you  to 
judge  whether  or  no  I  am  fit  to  ferve  here,  and  to 
write  your  thoughts  to  Mr.  Retz.  As  for  myfelf,  I 
fhall  name  no  place  to  him,  but  fubmit  myfelf  entire- 
ly to  his  will  i  for  I  am  now,  thank  God,  quite  in- 
different 

(^)  A  retreat,  in  thclanguage  of  the  Roman  Catholics^  means 
a  retirement  from  the  world,  for  a  certain  number  of  days, 
fuch  as  a  perfon's  own  zeal  lhall  prompt  him  to,  or  his  fupe- 
riors  and  director  fliall  enjoin  by  way  of  penance.  It  doth  not 
appear  from  the  letter,  which  of  thefe  was  the  cafe,  when  Mr. 

B  made  his  retreat ;  but  Mr.  Carteret  hath  told  feveral 

perfons,  that  the  retreat  was  enjoined  by  order  of  Mr.  Retz. 
On  either  fuppofition,  this  circumftance  is,  in  itfelf,  a  ver}' 

folemn  proof  of  B  r'j  profe/Ting  himfelf  to  be  a  Roman 

Catholic,  but  a  very  inconfiderablc  one,  when  compared  with 
what  followeth  afterwards  in  this  Letter. 


(   17  ) 

different  as  to  places,  and  am  well  perfuaded  that 
what  place  fhall  be  thought  by  you  or  by  him  the 
moft  proper,  will  be  the  mod  proper.  1  fhall  con- 
clude this  letter  with  begging  you  to  forgive  the 
trouble,  and  to  afllire  yourfelf  that  I  want  nothing  fo 
much  as  an  opportunity  to  Ihew  by  my  anions  and 
conduct  how  fincerely  I  am, 

Dear  Sir, 

Your  moft  obedient  humble  Servant^ 
A.  B. 


SECOND  LETTER; 

Diredled  in  a  different  Hand  to  Mr,  Elliot  Brown-,  and  in- 
dorfed,  Anfwered  July  iph. 

Dear  Sir, 

AS  your  having  kept  fo  long,  and  your  continuing 
to  keep  me  in  this  unhappy  fituation,  tho'  at  this 
prefent  time  you  have  it  in  your  power  to  deliver 
me  from  it,  leaves  me  no  room  to  exped  any  relief 
from  you,  I  think  myfelf  obliged  to  apply  to  Mr. 
Retz  and  lay  my  cafe  before  him.  This  ftep,  how- 
ever neceflary,  I  would  not  take  without  acquainting 
you  before  hand  with  it.  Dear  Sir,  I  repofed  an  en- 
tire confidence  in  you,  and  am  greatly  concerned  to 
find  myfelf,  in  an  affair  of  fuch  infinite  confequence, 
thus  difappointed.  But  as  it  was  my  duty  fo  to  do, 
that,  1  hope,  will  juftify  me,  and  at  the  fame  time 
procure  me  ftrength  to  withfland  the  dangers,  to 
which  you  leave  me  expofed,  till  I  receive  an  anfwer 

{^)  As  this  letter  was  anfwered  on  the  17th  of  July^  we 
may  fix  the  date  of  it  to  be  very  near  that  day,  as  it  is  not 
to  be  fuppofed  that  Sheldon  would  defer  anfwering  what  he 
appears,  from  the  following  letter,  to  have  refented  highly, 
viz,  B  r's  threatning  to  complain  to  Mr.  Retz,  the  Ge- 
neral of  the  Order.    The  year  is  indifputably  1746. 

B  from 
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irom  our  common  friend,  who,  I  am  confident,  will 
pity  my  cafe,  and  findfome  means  to  deliver  me  from 
myprefent  unhappy  fituation.  Excufe  the  trouble. 

I  am 

Tour  mofl  obedient  humble  Servant^ 
A.  B. 

P.  S, 

The  money  being  now  ready  and  your  confent  a- 
lone  wanting,  as  1  fhall  write  to  Mr.  Retz  j  I  wifli 
you  would  at  the  fame  time  let  him  know  upon  what 
motive  you  refufe  it,  or  let  me  know  it,  that  he  ( I ) 
may  acquaint  him  with  it,  if  you  are  not  at  leifure  to 
write. 


THIRD  LETTER, 

Preferved  entire  ^  directed  to  Mr,  Elliott  Brown  at  TVeJion 
Warwickjhire^  by  Chipping  Norton  bag ;  with  the  Poft 
mark  upon  it.    The  diredion  a  different  hand. 

July  24,  1746. 

Dear  Sir, 

T  Return  you  thanks  for  your  paler  ml  admonition  ('), 
and  own  that  I  deferved  to  be  treated  with  more  fe- 

verity 

(^)  A  proper  expreflion  from  a  penitent  Jefuit  to  an  of- 
fended fuperior.    Mr.  Sheldon's  feverity  was,  no  doubt,  oc- 

cafioned  by  the  fecond  letter,  in  which  B  r  threatens 

him  with  a  complaint  to  Mr.  Retz^  for  refufmg  the  money. 

B  r  alio  having,  in  that  letter,  faid  at  this  perfect  time 

you  have  it  in  your  power  to  deliver  me  &c.  and  again,  the 
money  being  now  ready ^  and  your  confent  alone  wanting^  as  I Jhall 
write  Mr,  Retz ;  it  is  probable  that  Sheldon  looked  upon  this 
as  a  charge  brought  againft  him,  of  having  told  a  falfhood 
about  the  money.    For  it  appears  from  the  firft  letter,  that 

he  had  given  it  as  a  reafon  to  Mr.  B  why  they  could  not 

return 
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verity  than  your  charity  and  goodnefs  have  allowed 
you  to  ufe.  My  impatience  and  earneft  defire  of 
being  delivered  at  once  from  my  prefent  mod  heavy 
tribulation,  tranfported  me  beyond  the  bounds  of  my 
duty,  and  prompted  me  to  write  in  a  manner  very 
unbecoming  one  who  can  plead  nothing  for  himfelf 
but  pure  charity  and  compalTion.  Dear  Sir,  if  repen- 
tance can  repair  a  fault,  I  do  alTure  you  1  am  hearti- 
ly forry  for  what  I  have  done,  and  moft  humbly  beg 
your  pardon,  which  I  hope  you  will  grant  me,  not- 
withftanding  the  juft  provocation  my  ingratitude  may 
have  given  you.  I  rely  entirely  upon  you;  in  you 
alone,  after  God,  I  put  all  my  confidence ;  and  there- 
fore lhall  from  you  alone  exped  my  deliverance. 
The  woman  with  her  child  is  turned  upon  my  hands  ; 
I  am  obliged  to  vifit  her  frequently  •,  flie  often  pref- 
fes  me  either  to  keep  her  company,  as  I  did  before, 
or  return  her  the  money  and  I  find  it  a  very  dif- 
ficult tafk  to  keep  her  in  humor  without  doing  either. 
Dear  Sir,  as  I  am  not  infenfible,  the  temptation  is 
great ;  1  am  afraid  of  myfelf,  and  have,  1  afture  you, 
fhed  many  tears  in  refleAing  on  my  dangerous  fitu- 
ation.  But  it  is  no  worfe  than  I  deferve,  and  there- 
fore I  have  no  reafon  to  complain.  I  lhall  ftrive  to 
bear  my  tribulation  chearfully  till  it  pleafes  God  to 
deliver  me  from  it.  I  thank  you  for  your  kind  re- 
gard to  me  in  writing  to  Mr.  Retz,  1  lhall  write  to 
him  this  week,  as  you  defire,  to  beg  his  pardon,  and 
acquaint  him  with  the  fincerity  of  my  intentions.  As 
your  Letter  has  given  me  great  concern,  1  lhall  be 
very  uneafy  till  I  hear  from  you.  If  you  abandon 
me  I  am  quite  undone  but  the  goodnefs  you  have 
hitherto   ihewn  me  makes  me  believe  you  never 

return  the  money  to  him,  that  there  was  a  fum  owing  to  them 
which  they  could  not  eaftly  recover.  This  feems  to  be  the  pro- 
vocation which  had  drawn  upon  B  r  th(:  paternal  admo" 

nition  of  his  Provincial, 


will 
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v9i\\,  notwithftanding  the  provocation  I  have  given' 
you  ;  for  which  I  again  afk  your  pardon,  fincerely 
wifhing  it  were  in  my  power  to  atone  for  it.  I  am. 

Dear  Sir, 

Tour  mojl  obedient  humble  Servant^ 
A.  B. 


FOURTH  LETTER. 

Richmond  24.  OElober  1746. 

Dear  Sir, 

T  T  is  with  the  deepefl:  fenfe  of  gratitude  that  I  re- 
turn you  my  moft  hearty  thanks  for  the  great  pains 
you  have  taken  to  deliver  me  from  my  prefent  moft 
unhappy  fituation.  Your  charitable  and  good  na- 
tured  endeavours  have  not,  to  my  great  concern, 
been  attended  with  fuccefs ;  but  to  you  I  am  no  lefs 
obliged  than  if  they  had,  and  I  fhall  ever  moft  grate- 
fully acknowledge  this  obligation.  As  I  am  fully 
convinced  from  what  you  have  done  that  you  will 
omit  nothing  in  your  power  to  relieve  me  as  foon  as 
you  can,  it  would  be  needlefs  to  recommend  to  you 
an  affair,  which  you  have  already  fo  much  at  heart. 
I  fhall  therefore  on'y  add,  that  I  repofe  an  entire 
confidence  in  your  goodnefs  and  charity  ;  and  that  in 
fpite  of  the  prefent  moft  fevcre  trials,  and  of  any 
thing  that  can  happen,  I  am  determined,  I  hope 
unalterably,  to  keep  my  former  refolution,  till  being 
fet  at  liberty  by  your  means,  I  fhall  have  the  much 
wifhed  for  opportunity  of  fhewing  my  gratitude  more 
by  my  adlions  than  by  words.    In  the  mean  time» 

I  am. 

Dear  Sir, 

Tour  mofl  obedient  humble  Servant y 
A.  B. 
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FIFTH  LETTER. 

London,  1 4.  March  i  y^y,  ('^) 

Dear  Sir, 

T  F  you  had  thought  fit  to  make  over  to  me  part  of 
the  fum  that  is  owing  to  you,  I  Ihould  have  taken 
no  ftep  towards  the  recovery  of  it,  but  what  you 
approved  of,  and  none  at  all,  if  you  did  not  approve 
of  it.  I  chiefly  wanted  to  fatisfy  the  woman  and  her 
relations  by  fhewing  them  the  conveyance  ,  and 
thereby  purchafe  a  little  quiet ;  it  not  being  by  any 
means  proper  to  fhew  them  what  I  now  have.  Dear 
Sir,  you  cannot  conceive  the  diftrefs  I  am  in  at  this 
prefent  time  ;  and,  what  is  worft  of  all,  I  begin  now 
to  defpair,  being  very  confident  that  the  perfon, 
who  owes  the  fum  to  you,  never  defigned  to  pay  it, 
nor  ever  will  pay  it,  unlefs  forced  by  law.  But  the 
whole  I  refer  and  entirely  fubmit  to  your  judgment. 
You  need  not  take  the  trouble  of  anfwering  my 
letter,  I  often  fee  Mr.  Elliot,  and  from  him  1  Qial.l 
know  your  fentiments.  Forgive  this  trouble,  and  be- 
lieve me  moft  fincerely 

Tour  moft  obliged  humble  Servant^ 
A.  B. 

(^)  This  muft  be  March  1746-7. 


SIXTH  LETTER. 

London,  {^) 

Dear  Sir, 

E  s  p  A I  a  and  conftant  vexation  have  at  length 
got  the  better  of  all  my  good  refolutions ;  I 
could  no  longer  withftand  a  temptation,  which  I 

could 


The  contents  of  this  letter  fix  its  date  pretty  nearly ; 

B  3  for 
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could  by  no  means  avoid,  and  therefore  have  con- 
fented  to  take  the  woman  again,  and  live  with  her, 
as  I  did  before,  till  I  fhall  be  able  to  fatisfy  her  juft 
demands.    It  was  with  the  greateft  reludance  and 
remorfe  that  I  took  fuch  a  ftep,  and  fhould  never 
have  taken  it,  had  I  had  but  the  lead  prorpe6t  or 
hopes  of  relief.    You  know  1  propofed  all  the  expe- 
dients 1  could  think  of ;  and  nothing  but  your  zeal 
and  good  nature  could  have  bore  with  me  fo  long, 
which  I  fhall  always  gratefully  remember  and  acknow- 
ledge. The  laft  expedient  would  have  quieted  both  the 
woman  and  her  relations,  for  they  only  wanted  fome 
fecurity  for  the  money    would  have  faved  me  from 
utter  ruin,  and  could  not  poffibly  be  attended  with 
any  evil  confequences,  fince  I  fhould  never  have 
given  the  leaft  trouble  to  that  perfon  without  your 
knowledge  and  confent :  in  fliort,  had  you  not  difap- 
proved  of  it,  I  fhould  have  thought  that  nothing 
could  have  been  objected  againfl  it ;  but  as  you  did, 
it  would  have  been  impertinent  in  me  to  prefs  it  any 
farther.    As  for  that  perfon's  paying  you,  dear  Sir, 
it  is  but  too  plain  fhe  never  intended  it,  and  this  is 
what  has  quite  difheartened  me,  as  on  that  all  my 
hopes  of  relief  was  founded.    I  do  not  pretend  to 
juftify  the  ilep  1  have  taken  ;  God  forbid  I  fhould  : 
but  the  reludance  with  which  1  have  taken  it,  my 
fuffering  fo  much  and  fo  long  before  I  took  it,  and 
my  having  tried  all  pofTible  means  of  avoiding  the 
danger,  will,  I  hope,  in  fome  degree,  extenuate  my 

guilt 

for  It  was  previous  to  his  taking  a  ftep  which  would  put  an 
end  to  his  correfpondence  with  Jefutts,  The  publication 
of  his  propofals  and  preface  fo  full  of  proteftant  zeal,  was 
fuch  a  fl:ep  ;  and  they  bear  date,  on  the  printed  copy,  March 
25,  1747.  This  date,  I  fuppofc,  was  in  the  MS.  fent  to 
the  preis  ;  fo  that  if  we  allow  a  week  or  ten  days  for  the 

printing,  we  may  fix  the  publication  of  B  r'j  intention 

of  being  the  champion  of  proteftantifm  to  the  beginning  of 
April  1747  ;  and  confequently,  between  that  time,  and  the 
preceding  t4th  of  March,  was  this  farewell  letter  written. 
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guilt  (^),  And  now,  dear  Sir,  in  the  firfl:  place  I 
heartily  pray  God  to  reward  you  for  your  pious,  bur, 
to  my  unfpeakable  misfortune,  unfuccefsful  endea- 
vours ;  you  have  done  all  that  lay  in  your  power 
to  relieve  me  ;  and  1  fliail  always  remember  and 
acknowledge  il.  In  the  next  p'ace,  with  tears  in  my 
eyes  I  take  my  leave  of  you ;  for  this  firft  ftep  will 
in  a  fhort  time  be  followed  by  another,  which  muft 
put  an  end  to  our  correfpondence.  I  muft  repair 
the  crying  injuflice  I  have  done  to  an  innocent 
child,  and  to  a  woman  that  has  fhewn  the  greatefl: 
regard  and  tendernefs  for  me  even  in  my  diftrefs,  and 
in  order  to  that  accept  the  advantageous  offer  now 
made  me  by  my  friends. 

Having  thus  laid  open  to  you,  as  my  bed  friend, 
my  prefent  fituation,  without  the  lead  difguife,  I 
hope  you  will  remember  me  in  your  l?efl  thoughts^ 
that  I  may  not  hereafter  refufe  what  at  prefent  I  fo 
much  wifh  for,  fliould  it  be  ever  in  your  power,  or 
any  body's  elfe  to  relieve  me  (=).  Perfuade  yourfelf, 
dear  Sir,  tho'  you  fliould  never  hear  from  me  again, 
that 

I  am,  and  ever  fliall  be,  mod  fmcerely 

Tour  mojl  obliged  humble  Servant  Sic, 

(^)  What  can  one  think  of  a  Divine  (for  Mr.  B  r,  a 

yefuit  in  full  orders,  hath  a  right  to  this  title,  tho'  he  mo- 
deftly  declineth  it  for  that  of  Efquire)  who  hopes  that  what 
aggravates  the  guilt  of  all  other  finners,  will  extenuate  his  ? — 
namely,  his  committing  crimes  deliberately,  with  his  eyes 
open,  and  againft  his  own  conviclion  ? 

(^)  It  will  be  impoflible  to  affix  any  meaning  to  this  part 
of  the  letter,  unlefs  we  fuppofe  that  Mr.  B.  intimates  to  his 
correfpondent,  that  tho'  he  be,  at  prefent,  obliged  ivith 
Relu£iance  and  Remorfe  to  take  a  ftep  that  will  put  an 
end  to  their  correfpondence,  he  will,  neverthelefs  return  to 
his  duty,  fhould  Father  Sheldon  or  any  other  perfon  make 
him  fuitable  propofals.    And  with  no  other  view  but  this, 

6  4  could 
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Tho'  I  have  confented  to  take  the  woman  again, 
yet  1  am  under  no  obligation  of  performing  my 
promife  till  1  hear  from  you.  As  for  the  place,  it 
will  be  a  fortnight  before  the  patent  is  made  out.  I 
heartily  wifh  it  were  in  your  power  to  make  me  eafy 
in  that  time,  and  prevent  the  impending  ruin. 

could  he  defire  to  be  remembered  in  the  Jefuit's  beji  thoughts, 
or  prayers. 

(^)  This  poftfcript  is  worthy  of  our  notice.  For,  befides 
prefenting  us  with  a  very  remarkable  fpecimen  of  B  -- 's  jfe- 
fuitical  cafuiftry^  when  he  fays,  tho  I  have  confented  to  take 
the  woman  again,  yet  I  am  under  no  obligation  of  performing  my 
promife  we  may  obferve  that  he  calls  his  breach  with  the 
Jefuits,  impending  ruin  ;  and  tells  Father  Sheldon,  if  he  couM 
make  him  eafy  >^thin  a  fortnight  (I  fiippofe  by  repaying  his 
money  to  him)  this  impending  ruin  might  be  prevented, 


1  N 
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In  ihefe  letters  we  have  a  very  remarkable  fpecimea 
of  the  abfolute  l'ub)e(5tion  and  lubmiflion  of  7/  /'j  to 
their  fuperiors  •,  and  it  will  be  obvious  to  any  one  who 
perufes  them  with  attention,  that  the  writer  drives  at 
one  fingle  objed,  of  which  he  never  lofes  fight,  the 
recovery  of  a  fum  of  money.    But  befides  this  tranf- 
adion,  which  runs  through  all  the  fix  letters,  it  ap- 
pears from  the  firjl,  that  Mr.  Carteret  had  been  nego- 
tiating with  the  General  of  the  Order  about  appointing 
B.  to  a6t  as  a  miflionary  in  fome  Province  or  other : 
/  have  received  a  letter  from  Mr,  Carteret  in  Mr, 
Retz^s  name,  deftring  to  know  what  Province  would  he 
moft  to  my  Satisfadlion,    From  which  words  it  fhould 
feem  that  Mr.  Retz  gave  Mr.  B.  his  choice  of  any 
province,  except  that  of  England,    But  it  is  eafy  to 
perceive,  amidft  all  our  Letter-writer's  affected  indif- 
ference as  to  places,  that  no  other  province  but  that  of 
England  would  have  been  agreeable  to  him.  Why 
elfe  fhould  he  fay,  //  /  could  be  any  ways  ferviceable 
here  1  Jhould  be  glad  to  Jhew  my  gratitude  for  the  many 
favors  I  have  received  ?  Doth  it  not  appear  from  this 
that  he  would  have  looked  upon  his  being  appointed 
to  ferve  in  the  Englifh  province,  as  a  favor  ?  And  if 
he  did  not  mean  that  his  correfpondent  Ihould  recom- 
mend him  as  fit  to  ferve  here,  why  doth  he  defire  him 
to  write  his  thoughts  upon  that  fubjed,  to  Mr.  Retz  ? 
And  the  reafons  why  Mr.  B.  fliould  prefer  the  Englifh 
province  are  as  obvious  as  they  were  prudential.  After 
twenty  years  enjoyment  of  Englifh  liberty  and  Englifh 
plenty,  he  could  not  but  be  unwilling  to  quit  this 
icene  for  Italian  fubjeclion,  and  confinement  in  a  col- 
lege, where  he  might  be  obliged  to  fafl  without  any 
liking  to  abflinence,  and  to  pray  tho'  his  heart  was  a 
ftranger  to  devotion.    Befides,  while  he  continued  in 
England,  he  was  certain  his  former  irregularities,  which 
had  brought  him  here  firfl,  could  not  be  punifhed, 
in  cafe  his  fuperiors  fhould  not  be  hearty  in  their  for- 
givenefs  of  him  \  and,  therefore,  it  was  no  wonder 
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that,  to  one  in  his  fituation,  the  province  of  England 
fhould  be  mofl:  defirable. 

Here,  then,  we  may  obferve  a  very  furprizing  in- 
ftanceof  the  bafeft  hypocrify.  That  very  perfon  who, 
in  1 747*  hopes  to  alarm  thofe  many  Protejtants  who  are 
not  aware ^  nor  fufficiently  guarded  agatnft  the  crafty  in- 
sinuations^ the  fecret  views  and  attempts  of  the  papal  emif- 
faries^  as  we  read  in  his  preface,  but  a  little  while  before, 
moft  probably  not  a  year,  offers,  with  the  moll  abjecc 
fubmilHon  and  earneftriefs,  his  fervice  to  the  General 
of  the  Jefuits  to  be,  himfelf,  one  of  thofe  Emiffaries  ! 

Nor  will  it  be  any  apology  for  him,  to  urge  that  he 
writes  in  fuch  a  ftyle,  to  the  Jefuits^  only  to  get  his 
money  out  of  their  hands,  being,  all  the  while,  a 
fincere  convert  to  the  Proteftant  religion.  For,  admit- 
ting that,  when  he  correfponded  with  Sheldon^  there 
was  no  Popery  in  his  heart,  we  rnuft  admit  that  there 
was  the  vilcft  diffimulation  and  the  meaneft  treachery. 
Bat  tho'  I  fliould  admit  that  he  may  be  fiippofed  ca- 
pable of  writing  penitential  letters  to  Father  Sheldon 
without  believing  any  one  Papijh  tenet ^  in  order  to, get 
his  money  back,  where  was  his  Proteflantifm  when  he 
lent  it,  as  we  fliall  find  by  and  bye,  to  Father  Shir- 
hum  ?  And  how  will  he  reconcile  his  accepting  of  an 
annuity  from  the  fociety  of  Jefuits^  within  thele  four- 
teen or  fifteen  years,  with  his  having  joined  in  com- 
munion with  the  church  of  England,  upwards  of  twenty 
four  years 

This  money  tranfadlion  between  the  Hijiorian  of  the 
Popes^  and  his  brethren  the  Jefuits^  bring  only  men- 
tioned as  fubfifting,  but  the  nature  of  it  not  being 
explained,  in  the  letters  ;  chat  I  may  clear  up  the  end 
and  intention  of  the  correfpondence,  it  will  be  necefiary 
to  relate  this  myfterioiis  affair  as  it  really  happened, 
which  will  not  only  difpeli  the  obicurities  under  which 
it  will  be  left  it  we  confine  oiirfelves  to  the  letters 
themfclves,  but  which  will  alfo  be  a  fort  of  key  to  the 
condudl  and  views  of  the  writer  \  of  whom  I  fhall  now 
be  obliged  to  ment;cn  fuch  particulars,  as  will  place 

him 
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him  in  a  very  different  light  from  that,  in  which  he 
hath  held  himfelf  out  to  the  Proteftant  inhabitants  of 
Great-Britain,  And  I  defirc  that  no  farther  credit 
may  be  given  to  the  fadls  which  I  fhall  relate,  than  as 
they  fhall  bt  authenticated  by  proofs  too  ftubborn  to 
be  invalidated  by  all  the  Ibphiftry  which  can  be 
difplayed  by  low  cunning  when  it  hath  credulity  and 
ignorance  to  work  upon. 

One  of  the  mod  remarkable  epochs  of  our  Hero 
being  his  arrival  in  England,  it  will  be  proper  to  fix 
its  date.  But  in  doing  this,  I  own  that  I  am  at  a  lofs  ; 
for  as  this  is  a  fact  known  beft  to  Mr.  B.  himfelf,  and 
as  I  find  him  varying  in  his  accounts  of  it,  at  dif- 
ferent times,  the  reader  cannot  exped  that  I  fliould  be 
able  to  point  out  the  time  wh.m  he  fpoke  the  truth. 
In  the  MS  account  of  B  's  efcape,  in  the  hand- 
writing of  an  eminent  Divine,  and  which  1  have 
already  mentioned ,  he  tells  us  ,  that  he  landed  ac 
Dover  on  the  eleventh  oijuly  1732.  But  fince  he 
gave  this  date ,  he  has  refrelhed  his  memory ,  and 
now  we  are  told ,  that  he  arrived  either  in  June 
or  in  July  1726.  For  my  own  part,  I  have  been  in- 
formed, that  he  might,  if  he  had  pleafed,  fixed  this 
date  in  1725.  But  as  I  aflert  nothing  which  1  cannot 
confirm  by  real  evidence ^  I  fhall  only  obfcrve  that  I  can 
trace  our  Hiftorian  back,  in  this  country,  fo  far  as 
1727-,  in  which  year,  if  his  memory  doth  not  fail 
him,  he  muft  recol.e(5l  that  he  ufed  to  be  in  company, 
here  in  London^  with  one  Gordon^  a  fopijh  pritft  (thll 
alive,  and  at  prefent  chaplain  to  Lady  Perth)  and  that 
at  the  fame  time  he  frequented  the  lodgings  of 
the  Provincial  of  tbejefuits^  he  himfelf  lodging  next 
door.  (tf).  With  what  views  he  continued  luch  con- 
nexions, 

(tfj  A  gentleman,  now  in  London^  aflures  me,  that  he  faw 

B  r  in  May  1727,  at  Gordon's  lodgings  in  Little  IVyld- 

Strat,    The  Provincial  of  the  Jifuits^  at  that  time,  lodged 

in 
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nexions,  or  lodged  in  fuch  a  Quarter,  after  his  arrival 
in  this  country,  he  himfclt  can  beft  tell.  This  at 
lead  is  certain,  that  fuch  a  condudt  was  not  that  which 
we  might  exped  from  one,  who,  if  his  account  of  his 
motives  for  coming  into  this  country  was  true,  would 
naturally  have  ihunned  all  popifh  connexions,  and 
taken  the  firft  opportunity  of  publickly  renouncing  and 
abjuring  that  religion,  whofe  tenets  he  now  pretends 
that  he  even  then  looked  upon  as  impious  and  heretical. 
Bur,  fo  far  as  I  have  been  able  to  learn,  he  doth 
not  even  fay  that  he  ever  made  any  fuch  renunciation 

(J?)  in  form.  While  he  palled,  fometimes  for  what 

he 

in  the  fame  Street,  at  the  houfe  of  Mrs.  Fleetwood^  aunt  to 
Mr.  Fleetwood  of  Drury-Lane  Play-houfe.  This  houfe  is  on 
the  cppofite  fide  of  the  way  to  that  where  Gordon  lodged,  and 
B  -  -  •<•  r  was  feen  by  the  gentleman  from  whom  I  have  my 
information,  knock  at  that  door ;  and  upon  afking  Gordon 
who  lived  there,  he  vi^as  told  it  was  the  lodging  of  the  Pro- 
vincial of  the  Jejuits.    Gordon  at  the  fame  time  faid,  that 

B  r  had  told  him  he  was  a  Jefuit  and  was  going  upon 

the  miflion  to  Scotland.  But  Mr.  B  rs  vifits  to  his  Pro- 
vincial and  other  priefts  fhall  be  confirmed  by  other  proofs 
befides  this. 

(b)  To  do  5  r  juftice  on  this  point,  1  mufl:  own  that 

I  have  heard,  that  to  fome  of  his  friends  he  hath  faid  that 
he  abjured  the  errors  of  popery  upon  his  arrival  in  England^ 
to  Dr.  Afpnwall,  I  hope  for  his  own  fake,  this  is  not  true  ; 
becaufe  to  mention  his  acquaintance  and  connexion  with 
Dr.  Afpinwall^  Vv'ill  never  ferve  any  purpofc,  but  to  confirm 
the  charge  brought  againft  him.  Dr.  Edward  Afpinwali^ 
had  originally  been  a  "Jefuit  \  but,  upon  giving  what  bifhop 
Gibfon  thought  to  be  fatisfa6lory  proof  of  the  fincerity  of 
his  converfion,  he  was,  by  the  patronage  of  that  learned  and 
worthy  prelate,  made  prebendary  of  iVeJlminJler^  and  fub- 
dean  of  the  King  s  Chapel.  Thus  honored,  as  a  fincere 
convert  to  the  Church  of  England^  Dr.  Jfpinwall  died  on 
the  3d  of  Augujl  I'JI'i',  a  faithful  fen  of  the  Church  of 
Rome.  This  fa£l  was  notorious  at  the  time,  and  Mrs. 
Afpinwall  made  no  fecret  of  her  hufband's  dying  fcntiments, 
and,  being  a  good  Proteflant,  would  not  permit  a  Prieji  to 

adminifter 
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he  really  was,  a  Jefuit^  at  other  times,  when  his  cha,- 
racter  of  Pried  would  have  been  an  incumbrance,  he 
afTumcd  the  tjde  or  Knight  of  Malta  (c)  with  Protef- 
tants  he  aimed  at  no  higher  merit,  than  to  be  looked 
upon  as  a  Freethinker  (d) ;  a  charadler  indeed  very 

cor- 

adminifter  Extreme  UrSiion  to  the  Do£lor,  who  defined  it. 

I  fhould  be  ferry  to  find  that  Mr.  B  r  acquainted  no 

other  Divine  ot  the  Englijh  Church  with  his  abjuration  of 
Popery.    But  I  am  much  more  forry  to  findi  that,  not  many 

months  ago,  Mr.  5  r  told  a  very  worthy  Divine  of 

high  lank  in  our  Church,  with  whofe  friendfhip  he  hath  been 
honored,  that  he  himfelf,  and  Mr.  Barton^  then  curate  of 
St.  Anrii  (but  who  had  alfo  been  a  Popijh  prieft)  attended 
Dr.  Afpinwall  during  his  laft  illnefs.  I  fear  that  by  this  de- 
claration Mr.  5  -  -  -  r  will  encreafc  the  fufpicions  which 
had  been  entertained  before  by  many  concerning  his  own 
faith,  without  convincing  any  one,  as  he  intended  it  fhould, 
that  J/ptnwall  did  not  die  a  papift.  I  fliall  only  add,  that 
it  is  well  known  that  the  Aflericki  which  now  ftand  in  Dr. 
Middletons  Letter  to  Mr.  Venn^  in  the  firft  volume  of  the 
o6lavo  edition  of  the  Dr's  works,  p.  4.21.  were  filled  up,  ia 
the  MS.  With  fome  remarks  on  AfphnvaWs  return  to  popery. 

[c)  The  reader  fliall  hear  more  of  this  in  the  proper 
place. 

i^d)  B '  ~  -  r's  own  friends  feem  to  admit  that  his  religious 
principles,  after  he  came  into  England^  will  not  bear  exami- 
nation. In  February  laft  a  friend  of  mine  was  told  by  one 
who,  1  fuppofe,  had  his  information  from  B  -  -  -  r  himfelf, 
that  upon  his  coming  to  Ejigland  he  waited  upon  bifhop 
Gibjon^  to  acquaint  him  that  tho'  he  had  left  his  own  reli- 
gion, he  was  not  as  yet  determined  as  to  the  opinions  to  be 
fubftituted  in  its  flead.    It  was  the  expreftion  of  another  of 

his  friends,  about  the  fame  time,  that  B  r'j  mind  was  a 

Tabula  rafa^  as  to  religious  principles,  for  feveral  years  after 

his  arrival  in  this  country.    Mr.  B  r,  therefore,  cannot 

complain  of  my  injuring  him  by  the  appellation  of  Freethinker^ 
as  it  feems  to  be  a  point  not  difputed  that  he  himfelf  to  big 
friends  hath  dated  his  converfion  to  Chriftianity,  to  be  many 
years  pofterior  to  his  renouncing  of  Popery,  Were  it  necef- 
fary,  inftances  of  his  impious  bufroonry,  and  mockery  of  our 
holy  religion,  even  publicly  in  Bookfellers  fhops,  could  be 

ailigned* 


(    $o  ) 

•orrefpondcnt  to  his  condudt  as  a  Free^Liver  (e).  Ad- 
mitted into  the  family  of  Lord  A — r  as  a  Compa- 
nion to  his  lordfhip ,  and  afterwards  into  that  of 
Colonel  'T — n  as  tutor  to  his  fon,  in  that  circle  of 
Protcftant  connexions,  he  could  give  full  fcope  to  his 
inventive  faculty^  entertain  the  company  with  the 
cruelties  ot  the  Inquifition,  his  own  efcape  from  ir, 
and  the  continual  dangers  to  which  he  was  expofed  by 
the  attempts  of  Fo^ijh  emiffaries.    And  yet,  at  the 

alHgned.  I  fhall  only  mention  one  inftance.  Tho*  it  be 
one  of  this  worthy  perfon's  talents  to  accommodate  his  dif- 
courfe  and  principles  to  the  company  in  which  he  happeneth 
to  be,  he  unfortunately  made  a  grofs  miftake  at  the  houfe 
of  a  Gentleman  in  the  country.  The  profane  raillery, 
tittered  by  hrm  there,  upon  his  feeing  fome  paintings  repre- 
fenting  gofpel  hiftories,  furprifed  as  much  as  it  fliocked  the 
very  worthy  proprietor ;  who  gave  this  as  a  reafon  (and  a 
good  reafon  to  fo  good  a  man)  upon  being  applied  to,  before 
the  publication  of  the  Hijl^y  of  the  F opes ^  why  he  would  not 
encourage  that  work,  by  Jdliching  fubfcriptions  for  the  au- 
thor ;  rightly  judging,  that  no  honor  could  be  done  to  the 
Frotejiant  caufe  by  fuch  a  champion. 

(/)  Mr.  5  -  -  -  r,  far  from  conciealing  his  irregularities, 
ufed  to  glory  in  them.  Amongft  other  ftories,  he  hath  fre- 
quently entertained*  his  companions  with  an  account  of  his 
being  met  coming  out  of  a  houfe  of  civil  reception  in  the 
regions  of  Covent-Garden^  by  an  acquaintance  who  alked 

him,  Mr.  B  r,  / j  this  your  Roman  Hiftory  ?  When  we 

confider  that  he  was,  at  leaft,  forty  years  of  age  before  he 
came  to  England^  and  that  he  did  not  begin  to  write  the 
Roman  Hijiory  till  feveral  years  after ;  to  find  him,  fo  late 
in  life,  thus  revetting  in  brothels,  and  glorying  in  his  fhame, 
giveth  us  no  very  favourable  notion  of  the  regularity  of  his 
conduct.  Perhaps  he  was  endeavouring  to  make  amends 
for  the  time  that  he  had  loft  in  the  college  of  Macerata  ; 
where,  it  feems,  he  could  find  no  means  of  gratifying  his 
amorous  inclinations,  but  by  making  an  experiment,  which 
proved  fatal  to  him.  The  Hiftory  of  this,  already  hinted  at 
in  a  quotation  from  his  remarker,  lhall  be  more  particularly 
mentioned  before  I  conclude. 
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fame  time,  he  did  not  feem  to  apprehend  much  real 
danger  from  them,  otherwife  he  would  not  have  kept 
up  an  intimacy  with  any  of  them,  nor  aflTociated  with 
RomiJJo  priefts  in  general,  and  priefts  of  his  own  order 
in  particular,  not  only  by  vifiting  them  at  their  lodg- 
ings ;  but  by  difcourfing  with  them  daily,  when  he 
was  in  town,  at  their  common  Rendezvous^  the  fhop 
of  Mr.  Lewis  the  bookfeller  in  Rujfel-Street  Covent- 
Garden  (/). 

Frequent  as  Mr.  B.  was  in  his  vifits  to  the  Pro- 
vincial of  the  jefuits^  from  the  time  of  his  coming  to 
England^  it  is  not  infinuated  as  if  he  had  been  an  emif- 
fary  then  trufted  and  employed  by  the  Order.  The 
truth  feems  to  be,  he  was  fonder  of  alTociating  with 
his  old  friends,  than  they  were  of  aflbciating  with 

him.    And  the  reafon  is  plain,  he  had  not  come 

into  England  after  throwing  off  his  Order  on  account 
of  any  Icruples  of  confcience,  but  after  his  Order  had 
thcown  off  him  on  account  of  irregularities  in  his  con- 
duct. His  affociating  therefore  with  priefts  and  jefuits 
could  be  with  no  other  view,  but  to  have  his  paft 
offences  pardoned.  For  by  thus  payhig  his  court, 
and  by  his  attachment  to  the  catholic  religion,  for  the 
fincerity  of  which  he  could  appeal  to  the  laudable  en- 
deavours which  he  made  ufe  to  bring  over  (g)  fome 
Proteflants  to  the  Romijh  communion^  he  was  in  hopes  Ot 
being  able  to  appeafe  his  offended  fuperiors. 

(/)  Mr.  Lewises  charadler  as  an  honeft,  worthy  man,  15 
fo  well  eftablifhed,  that  his  evidence  as  to  this  point  muft  be 
decifive.  Such  company,  and  fuch  a  place  of  refort,  agreed 
but  very  ill  with  5  -  -  -  r'j  profeflions  to  Proteflants  j  and 
Martin  Folkes  Efq;  the  late  worthy  prefident  of  the  Royal 
Society^  who,  by  frequenting  Torns  CofFee-Houfe,  had  often, 
feen  our  Convert  thus  engaged^  below  flairs,  ufed  to  exprefs 
his  fufpicions  of  our  Hiflorian's  character,  from  this  cir- 
cumftance,  and  fubfcribed  to  his  Hiflory  merely  becaufe  it 
was  fafhionable  to  do  fo. 

{g)  This  remarkable  fa6l  (hall  be  properly  authenticated. 

But 
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But  whether,  notwithftanding  all  thefe  marks  of  zeal, 
his  fuperiors  faw  grounds  for  fufpedting  his  fincerity, 
or  whether  the  fcandal  which  his  conduct  in  Italy  had 
brought  upon  the  Order,  made  them  cautious  of  re- 
ceiving again  into  their  body  one,  who,  to  gratify  his 
pafTions,  had  already  made  no  fcruple  to  break  his  vowsj 
or  whether  his  irregular  life,  and  inconfiftent  beha- 
viour after  his  coming  into  England^  had  prejudiced 
thofe  againft  him,  from  whom  he  fued  for  favour 
whatever  was  the  reafon,  the  penitent  negotiated  about 
being  re-admitted  into  his  order,  for  leveral  years, 

without  fuccefs.  At  length,  in  the  year  1741,  he 

had  recourfe  to  a  method  which  he  thought  would 
remove  all  obftrudions  to  the  point  at  which  he 
aimed. 

By  writing,  for  the  bookfellers,  in  the  Univerfal  hi- 
ftory  (^),  by  his  fituation  in  the  families  of  Lord  A. 
and  Colonel  T.  and  by  his  labours  as  a  teacher  of 
Italian^  he  had  faved  a  confiderable  fum  of  money. 
To  give  the  Jefuits^  therefore,  a  fatisfadory  proof 
(as  indeed  it  really  was)  that  he  was  fincere  in  his 
defire  to  be  re-admitted  into  the  order^  he  made  a  pro- 
pofal  to  Father  Sbirburn,  who  was  then  the  Provincial 
in  England^  to  give  up  to  him,  as  reprefentative  of  the 
fociety,  this  money,  upon  condition  of  being  paid  for 
it,  during  his  life,  an  annuity,  at  the  rate  of  feuen 
per.  cent. 

This  offer  being  accepted,  on  the  twenty  firft  of 
Augujt  1 741,  he  paid  to  Father  Shirburn^  eleven  hun- 
dred pounds.  Six  months  after,  on  the  2ph  of  Fe- 
hruary  1 74^,  he  paid  to  the  fame  perfon  One  hun- 
dred  and  fifty  pounds  more,  upon  the  fame  conditions. 
Nor  did  his  confidence  in  the  fecurity  given  him  by 
his  order  flop  here,  but  on  the  6/^  of  Augufi;  1743,  he 
added  another  hundred  pounds  to  the  above  fums,  now 
augmented  to  one  thoufand  three  hundred  and  fifty  pounds  ; 

{h)  The  Roman  hiftory  in  that  work  is  his. 

when 
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v/hen  the  feveral  annuities  were  reduced  into  one  of 
94/.  10  J.  to   commence   from   the   27/^   of  the 

fame  month  •,  for  which  he  had  a  bond,  A  tranf- 

a6tion  of  fuch  a  nature,  entered  into  with  fo  much  de- 
i  beration  ,  there  being  two  years  between  the  firft 
and  the  laft  payment,  could  not  but  give  the  Jefuits 
hopes  that  the  ftrayed  fheep  was  returned  to  the  fold. 
Indeed   there  feems  no  reafon  to  fufped  that  Mr. 
B.  was  not  fincere  in  his  profeffions  of  fubmiifion  at 
the  time  when  he  accepted  of  this  annuity.  Whether 
confcience  had  any  (hare  in  influencing  his  endeavours 
to  .regain  the  confidence  of  his  order ^  is  known  only 
to  himfclf:  but,  certainly,  his /«/^r^/ vifibly  prompted 
him  to  take  fuch  a  dep.    He  was  now  declining  in 
life,  and,  after  being  in  England  a  great  many  years, 
he  had,  as  yet,  gained  no  connexions  that  had  pro- 
cured him  any  fettlement^  and  his  fubfiftence  depended 
upon  the  flavifli  employment  of  writing  for  book* 
fellers,  and  his  uncertain  gains  as  a  language- mafter 
to  ladies.    What  objedt,  therefore,  could  be  fo  de- 
firable  to  a  perfon  in  his  circumftances,  and  happily 
difengaged  from  religious  prejudices,  as  to  regain  the 
protedtion  and  confidence  of  a  body  of  men  who 
had  it  in  their  power  to  make  him  eafy  and  kappy^  the 
reft  of  his  days  ?  Upon  being  reconciled  to  his  ordery 
he  had  reafon  to  hope  that  the  public  purfe  of  the  fo- 
ciety  might  be  open  to  him,  as  v;ell  as  to  other  mem- 
bers of  it,  and  that  his  income  might  be  augmented 
.  by  the  addition  of  a  falary  as  a  miffionary  in  this 
country,  where  it  was  his  inclination  to  dwell.  Mr. 
B's  money  tranfadion  with  Father  Shirburn^  whea 
viewed  in  this  light,  feems  perfe6lly  confiilent  wick 
that  prudent  forefight  fo  remarkable  in  his  charadler^ 
And  it  had  fuch  weight  with  fome  of  his  Jefuit  ac- 
quaintances, that  they  were  induced  to  recommend  him 
to  the  general  of  the  order  as  worthy  of  being  re-ad- 
mitted amongft  them.     This  negotiation  had  the 
wilhed  for  etfed,  and  A.  B,  Efq-,  was  re-admitted, 
in  a  formal  manner,  into  the  order  of  Jefus^  at  Lon- 
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don^  about  the  end  of  the  year  1744,  or  the  begin- 
ning of  the  year  1745  (/). 

Whatever  was  the  reafon,  whether  Mr.  B,  found 
that  tho'  his  fuperiors  had  confented  to  readniit  him  as 
a  Jefuit^  they  did  not  care  to  truft  him  as  a  mijfionary 
here  in  England^  but  infilled  upon  his  going  abroad  ; 
or  whether,  having  at  length  had  the  good  fortune 
to  infinuate  himfelf  into  the  good  graces  of  a  powerful 
friend,  he  began  to  have  a  profpe6t  of  advancing  his 
interejl  more,  by  declaring  himfelf  a  protejiant^  than  by 
being  a  Popijh  emijjary  whatever,  1  fay,  was  the 
reafon  (perhaps  both  the  above-mentioned  operated)  it 
fhould  feem  that  when  he  began  his  correfpondence 
with  Father  Sheldon ,  in  thofe  letters ,  which  have 
been  placed  before  the  reader,  he  had  come  to  a  final 
refolution  of  making  a  fecond  breach  of  his  vows^ 
which  he  had,  but  a  year  or  two  before,  folemnly  re- 
newed. At  leaft,  this  muft  appear  certain,  from  a 
perufal  of  the  letters,  that  the  fmgie  objed:  which  he 
hath  in  view  in  writing  them,  is  to  induce  Sheldon^  who^ 
as  fucceffor  to  Father  Shirhurn  in  the  ftation  of  provin- 
cial, was  his  proper  reprcfentative,  to  redore  that  mo- 
ney which  had  been  put  into  his  hands.  For  I  can 
figure  to  myfelf  no  fufficient  reafon  why  he  fhould 
prefs  fo  ftrenuoufly  to  be  releafed  from  a  bar- 
gain of  his  own  propofing,  why  he  fhould  make 
it  fo  capital  a  point,  to  get  his  money  back  again 
from  the  Jefuits^  if  he  himfelf  had  not  refolved 
once  more  to  throw  oflF  the  Cloak  of  a  Jefuit.  If  we 
apply  this  key,  his  condud  will  be  confident  as 

{k)  The  reader  will  hear  more  of  this  important  tranfac- 
tion,  and  the  proofs  of  it,  before  I  finilh  this  pamphlet.  I 
lhall  only  defire  him  at  prefent  to  remark,  that  it  never 
hath  been  charged  to  Mr.  B's  account  that  he  was  recon- 
ciled to  the  church  of  Rome  ;  and  for  a  good  reafon  ;  becaufe 
he  had  never  renounced  it.  ///rZ'^r^  word,  therefore,  might 
have  fatisfied  us  of  this.  But  that  he  a(Slually  was  reconciled 
to  his  order  fhall  be  proved  by  eYid^^ce,  as  convincing  as  the 
moft  peremptory  affidavit* 
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confiflrent  as  the  condudl  of  any  one  can  be,  who,  in- 
variable in  the  profccution  of  what  he  looks  upon  as 
his  immediate  intereft,  becomes  all  things  to  all  men^that 
he  may  gain  jomething\  a  Papift  to  day,  a  Proteftant  to- 
morrow j  again  a  Papift  if  it  can  ferve  a  turn, and  even 
a  champion  of  Proteftants,  without  being  a  Chriftian. 

Mr.  B*s  plan,  then,  when  he  wrote  his  letters  to 
Father  Sheldon^  feems  to  be  this.  The  views  and  ex- 
pe<5lations  in  life,  which  he  had  got  by  new  connexions 
with  Proteftants  both  able  and  willing  to  ferve  him, 
and  other  prudential  motives,  having  obliged  him  to 
break  off  his  renewed  connexion  with  his  Order,  it 
was  neceffary  he  (hould  do  this  with  caution,  that  his 
exafperated  brethren  might  not,  if  it  were  poffible, 
have  it  in  their  power  to  hurt  him.  He  had  no  fecu- 
rity  for  his  annuity  of  94/.  \os.  but  a  bond  from 
the  provincial  of  the  Jefuits\  and,  perhaps,  he  was 
afraid,  judging  of  the  moral  honefty  of  others,  from 
what  he  experienced  within  himfelf,  that  upon  his 
ceafing  to  profefs  himfelf  a  Jefuit^  his  annuity  from 
the  Jefuits  would  ceafe.  Nor  could  he  be  fo  fhort- 
fighted  as  not  to  forefee  that  upon  any  fuch  ftop  being 
made,  an  adion  at  law,  tho  it  might  recover  his  an- 
nuity, could  not  be  had,  unlefs  he  owned  that  he  had 
connexions  fince  his  coming  to  England^  which  would 
be  fatal  to  his  pretenfions,  as  a  fincere  convert  from 
popery.  Or,  admitting  that  there  could  be  no  dan- 
ger of  lofing  his  annuity,  he  knew  that  to  continue  to 
receive  it  from  the  Jefuits,  after  having  refolved  to  bs 
a  Proteftant,  would  have  a  very  ill  afped  and  that 
he  could  never  fign  the  receipt  for  his  half-year's  in- 
come, without  meeting  with  Jefuits  who  were  wit- 
nefics  of  his  bafe  diffimulation  :  another  witntfs  per- 
haps, his  own  confcience,  might  alfo  exped,  upon 

fuch  an  occafion,  to  be  heard.  Bcfides  all  this,  it  is 

likely  that  he  had  determined  that  the  change  of  his 
religion  (perhaps  I  fhould  have  faid  the  change  of 
his  profeftions  of  religion)  fhould  be  followed  by  a 
change  in  his  condition  5  and,  therefore,  in  order  to 
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enable  him  to  make  a  fetclement  on  his  future  fpoufe^ 
it  became  neceflary  that  the  money  which  he  had 
funk,  in  the  hands  of  the  Jefuits^  for  an  annuity  on 
his  own  life,  fhould  be  recovered. 

But  what  Iteps  could  Mr.  B.  take,  in  order  to  gain 
this  point  Legal  remedies,  even  tho  his  prudence 
would  have  permitted  him  to  have  recourfe  to  them, 
could  have  given  him  no  relief.  For  having  parted 
with  his  money  upon  terms  of  his  own  chooHng,  and 
having  confented  to  accept,  in  its  ftead,  an  annuity 
which  had  been  paid  to  him  for  feveral  years,  he  could 
have  no  foundation  either  in  reafon,  or  in  law,  to  de- 
mand the  repayment  of  it.  Nothing  remained,  there- 
fore, for  him,  but  to  endeavour  to  gain  as  a  favour, 
what  he  could  not  demand  as  a  right. 

If  we  look  to  his  letters  to  Father  Sheldon^  we  fhall 
fee  him  urging  the  repayment  of  his  money,  with  the 
utmoft  art.    He  endeavours  to  raife  compaflion  of 
his  provincial  by  reprefenting  himfelf  as  unfortunately 
having  had  a  criminal  connexion  with  a  woman  ;  that 
the  money  which  he  had  employed  in  purchafing  of 
his  annuity  was  her  money  ;  and  that  he  was  reduced 
to  this  alternative,  by  the  importunity  of  the  woman, 
either  to  keep  her  company ^  as  he  did  before^  or  return 
her  the  money.    To  heighten  the  colourings  of  his  dif- 
treffcd  fituation,  a  child  is  brought  upon  the  ftage  ; 
for  he  mentions  the  woman  and  her  child  being  turned 
upon  his  hands ^  and  his  being  obliged  to  viftt  her  fre- 
quently.   By  this  lamentable  tale  he  hoped  not  only  to 
raife  the  compaffion,  but  to  afFedl  the  confcience,  of  his 
fuperior,  who,  by  refufing  to  return  the  money,  left 
him  expofed  to  dangers  which  perhaps  he  had  not  flrength 
to  withftand.    For  //  is  a  very  difficult  task^  lays  he, 
to  keep  the  woman  in  humour^    without  either  keeping 
her  company^  or  returning  her  the  money  •,  as  I  am  not  in- 
fenftble^  the  temptation  is  great  \  I  a?n  afraid  of  myfelf^ 
and  I  offure  you  that  I  fhcd  many  tears  in  rejie^ling  on 
7ny  dangerous  fituation.  —  The  Jefuits  had  lent  B^s 
money,  and  alfo  an  additional  fum,  to  one  Mrs.  Ha!es^ 
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at  common  intereft.  She  is  fpoken  of  in  the  letters  as 
owing  this  money  to  them  ;  and  it  fliould  feem  thaC 
Father  Sheldon  had  evaded  B*s  demand,  by  reprefent- 
ing  that  this  lady,  who  owed  the  Jefuits  the  money, 
could  not,  at  that  time,  repay  them.  Bs  however 
was  not  difcou raged ,  but  dijlrujling  his  own  weak- 
nefs^  and  trembling  when  he  reflets  on  the  fevere  trials 
which  he  again  muft  undergo^  to  avoid  them  he  takes 
occafion  to  make  a  propolal  to  his  provincial.  1  have 
thought  of  the  following  expedient^  fliys  he  ;  to  make  over 
to  me  part  of  the  fum  that  is  owing  to  you,  which  1  find 
you  cannot  eafily  recover,  I  fhould  immediately  transfer 
It  to  the  woman^  who  would  in  a  fhort  time  find  means  to 
recover ^it  and  allow  me  my  fo  much  wifhed  for  liberty , 

This,  and  every  other  expedient  propofed  by  him,  ap- 
pears to  have  been  rejeded.  And,  perhaps.  Father 
Sheldon  might  be  averfe  to  give  his  confent,  from  the 
fufpicions  which  he  could  not  but  entertain  of  B'^s 
intentions,  and  from  the  bafenefs  which  he  could  not 
but  diCcover  in  his  character.  For  what  could  he 
think  of  a  Jefuit  (now  turned  of  50)  a  Jefuit  making 
Retreats  in  order  to  confirm  himfelf  in  good  refolu- 
lions;  a  Jefuit  fo  fubmiirive  to  his  fuperiors  as  to  have 
no  will  of  his  own^  and  to  be  quite  indifferent  as  to 
places^  threatening,  as  I  may  well  call  it,  his  fuperior  to 
take  the  woman  again  and  live  with  her  as  he  did  before, 
unlefs  the  fuperior  will  releafe  him  from  a  bargain 
which  had  been  concluded  on  terms  of  his  own  choof- 

ing  ?  Or,  again,  fuppofing  Mr.  B^s  compalTionate 

plea,  that  the  money  belonged  to  a  woman,  to  be  a 
true  one  (tho'  it  feems  vaftly  more  probable  that 
the  woman  and  her  child  exifVed  no  where  but  in  his 
letters  to  the  Jefuits,  and  were  trumpt  up  for  the  oc- 
cafion, as  probable  means  of  inducing  them  to  return 
the  money)  what  could  the  provincial  of  the  Jefuits 
(unlefs  all  Jefuits  are  as  abandoned  as  Mr.  B.)  ^  think 
ofaprieftand  a  Jefuit,  purchafing  with  his  whore's 
money,  without  her  confent  (as  muft  be  fuppofed)  a 
life-rent,  in  his  own  name    and  making  this  purchafe 
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at  a  time  when  he  pretended  to  be  a  contrite  penitent, 
a  prodigal  Ton,  returned  to  his  Father,  the  General  of 
the  Jefidts  f 

Every  art  having  proved  unfuccefsful,  which  Mr. 
B.  had  employed  to  get  his  money  out  of  the  hands 
of  the  Jefuits^  before  he  threw  off  the  malk,  he  at 
lafl:  takes  his  folemn  farewell  of  them,  as  we  read  in 
the  fixth  letter  ;  reprefenting  himfelf  as  having  been 
obliged  with  the  utmoft  relu5lance  and  remorfe^  to  con- 
fent  to  take  the  woman  again ^  and  to  repair  the  crying 
injuftice  he  had  done  to  an  innocent  child,  hy  acceptiiig 

of  a  propofal  made  to  him  hy  his  friends,  rWhat  this 

propofal  was  he  doth  not  tell  us  \  but  by  faying  in  his 
poftfcript,  that  it  would  be  a  fortnight  before  the  patent 
was  out^  he  gives  his  correfpondent  to  underftand, 

that  a  place  had  been  offered  him.  That  any  fuch 

offer  was  then  made  to  him  will,  perhaps,  and  with 
reafon,  be  looked  upon  as  very  doubtful,  unlefs  we 
have  better  authority  for  it,  than  the  word  of  one 
whofc  whole  life  hath  been  a  continual  lie ;  and  who, 
at  the  very  time  when  he  was  writing  fubmifTive  and 
penitential  letters  to  his  Jefuit  fuperior,  was  planning, 
if  not  writing,  his  Hiftory  of  the  Popes,  under  the  di- 
re6i:ion  of  his  Proteftant  Patron,  But  by  thus  hinting 
to  Father  Sheldon  that  he  was  looked  upon  as  a  perfon 
of  fuch  importance,  as  to  be  tempted  with  the  offer  of 
a  place  to  turn  Proteftant,  he  hoped  that  the  fear  of 
his  complying  with  this  offer,  might  prevail  upon  his 
correfpondent  to  releafe  him  from  his  money  bargain, 
which  his  pitiful  tale  of  the  woman  and  the  child  had 
not  b-en  able  to  do.  He  was  difappointed,  however, 
for  the  Fortnight  elapfed  without  his  being  made  eajy^ 
by  the  return  of  his  money  ;  and  immediately  upon 
this  followed  a  ftep  which  could  not   but  put  an 

end  to  Mr.      correfpondence  with  Jefuits  1  mean 

the  publication  of  his  propofals  for  the  Hiftory  of  the 
Popes,  with  that  remarkable  preface  fo  full  of  Pro- 
teftant zeal,  from  which  we  have  given  fome  quo- 
rations.     The  profits  arifing  from  a  fubfcription  fo 
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powerfully  ufhered  into  the  world,  and  recommended 
by  fo  eminent  an  advocate  as  Mr.  B,  had  j  and  the 
pleafing  proiped:  of  prom i fed  penfions ,  and  places 
(promifes  not  long  after  really  fulfilled)  were  tempta- 
tions not  to  be  refifted  by  one  who  never  a6ted  the 
imprudent  part  of  lofing  fight  of  his  immediate  inter- 
eft.  And  no  wonder  that  our  Hijlorian  accepted  of 
fuch  propolkls  made  to  him  by  his  Proteftant  friends, 
as  he  well  knew  that  Father  Sheldon  the  provincial  of 
the  Jefuits  could  not  bid  fo  high,  nor  ferve  him  fo 
effectually.  And  yet  fuch  is  the  modtfty  of  the  man, 
that  in  the  preface  to  his  hiftory,  he  fpeaks  of  hav- 
ing facrificed  intereft  to  confcience,  and  of  having 
changed  his  religion  at  the  expence  of  his  fortune  (k). 

As  the  publication  of  the  propofals  and  preface, 
about  April  1747,  put  an  end  to  Mr.  E*s  correfpon- 
dence  with  the  Jefuits^  fo  alfo  did  it  put  an  end  to  his 
afifociating  with  the  Papifts  and  their  Priefts  in  gene- 
ral. For,  about  this  time,  he  difappeared  from  Mr. 
Lewises  (hop  ;  rightly  judging  the  impropriety  of  his 
continuing  to  frequent  that  place,  now  that  he  had 
declared  himfelf  the  champion  of  the  Proteftants, 
where  he  had  been  known  for  many  years  in  the  very 

{k)  '  The  proteftations  Mr.  B  -  -  r  makes  of  fincerity  are 

*  very  folemn  I  but  thefe  are  an  aggravation  of  hypocrify, 
'  if  the  whole  condu<S  and  writings  of  the  man  give  them 

*  the  lie.    He  infifts,  in  particular,  how  much  he  renounced 

*  his  own  intereft  by  becoming  a  Proteftant.  Every  one 

*  knows  that  independence,  marriage,  a  fortune  in  the  world, 

*  and  cheap  applaufe,  are  often  charms  to  a  poor  religious 

*  man  who  wants  the  fpirit  of  his  profeffion,  which  obliges 

*  him  to  live  in  obedience,  aufterity,  and  poverty,  and  who 

*  is  incapable  even  of  acquiring  any  thing  to  himfelf.  Mr. 

*  B  "  r  makes  a  very  confident  appeal,  when  he  fays,  what 

*  /  have  forfeited  by  adhering  to  truths  moji  of  the  Roman 

*  Catholicks  in  England  know.    Thofe  who  know  any  thing 

*  of  him  are  fenfible  what  he  has  forfeited  in  fome  refpe£ts. 
'  But  they  eafiiy  fee  that  hberty,  a  bedfellow,  the  figure  and 

*  fortune  of  an  efquire,  and  the  favor  of  the  Great,  are  a 

*  glittering  exchange  for  the  cloak  of  a  poor,  private  Jefuit.^ 
Remarks  on  the  lives  of  the  Popes,  p,  23. 
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different  charader  of  a  Jefuit^  and  where  his  conftant 
companions  had  been  Jejuits  and  Friefts, 

Having  thus,  a  fecond  time,  broke  with  his  order^ 
he  foon  obtained,  now  that  he  had  left  it,  what  his 
faucning^  and  canting  letters  to  Father  Sheldon^  while 
he  was  fuppofed  to  be  one  of  themfelves,  had  not  been 

able  to  efFedt,  1  mean  the  releafing  him  from  his 

bargain,  by  repaying  his  money  to  him.  Whether 
the  Jefuits  were  picqued  in  honor  to  have  no  far- 
ther dealings  with  one,  of  whofe  bafenefs  they  had  fuch 
proofs ;  or  whether  prudence  dictated  to  them  that  it 
might  be  necefiary  draw  a  veil  over  their  tranfadtions 
5n  this  kingdom,  from  a  convert  of  Mr.  Bower's  cha- 
radter,  which  could  not  have  been  done,  if  they  conti- 
nued to  pay  him  his  annuity  whatever  was  their  motive 
they  determined  to  pay  back  that  money,  which  could 
jiot  have  been  legally  demanded,  if  theyhad  been  in- 
clined to  keep  it.  Accordingly  on  the  20th.  of  June 
1747,  that  is  about  two  months  after  Bower^s 2i^um\n^ 
the  character  of  Proteftant,  the  Jefuits  repaid  to  him 
the  fum  of  ii^i  I.  10  s,  1 1  ^.  in  full  of  the  principal  of 
the  bond  which  he  had  from  them  for  1350/  ;  having 
made  this  deduction  from  the  original  fum,  to  make 
themfelves  amends  for  the  double  intereft  which  they  had 
paid  to  the  lender,  for  almoft  fix  years  [/].  This 
-worthy  perfon,  I  have  been  informed,  at  firft  had  the 
confcience  to  demand  the  whole  fum.  But  be  that  as 
.It  will,  the  tranfadlion  was  clofed  in  the  manner  1  have 
related  it,  and  Father  Shirburn*s  bond  to  Mr.  B,  was 
delivered  up  to  the  Jge?jt  of  the  Order, 

Thcfe  facts  thus  put  together,  by  way  of  narrative, 
throw  great  light  upon  the  letters  •,  and,  as  I  obferved 
before,  I  defire  the  reader  to  pay  no  regard  to  any  of 
my  affcrtions  which  I  have  not,  as  I  went  along,  con- 
firmed by  proper  authorities,  or  which  1  (hall  not  place 

(/)  Upon  a  calculation,  it  will  appear  that  the  1152/. 
returned  to  Bower^  added  to  the  fums  which  he  had,  from 
time  to  time,  received,  above  four  per  cent,  will  make  up, 
pretty  exadly,  the  original  1350/. 

beyond 
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beyond  all  doubt  and  fufpicion,  in  the  fubfequent  part 
of  this  performance. 

The  fcene  which  thefe  letters  hath  difclofed,  places 
the  charadcer  of  the  author  of  the  Lives  of  the  Popes 
in  fo  difagreeable  a  light  •,  and  the  fa(5ls  therein  con- 
tained are  fo  inconfiftent  with  his  declarations  in  his 
preface,  and  his  converfation  piece  concerning  his  ef- 
cape  from  Italy ^  that  we  need  not  be  furprized  at  the 
bold  and  impudent  denial  of  them  which  he  hath  made 
public  in  all  the  news-papers,  and  afterwards  more  fo- 
iemnly  confirmed  in  Wejlminjler-Hall.  That  one, 
thus  in  immediate  danger  of  being  dragged  our  from 
his  lurking  holes,  to  be  branded  with  all  the  infamy 
due  to  the  vileft  hypocrify,  fliould  make  life  of  the  fame 
arts  to  preferve  his  reputation,  which  he  made  ufe  of 
to  obtain  it,  is  no  more  than  what  we  might  naturally 
expeft.  But  ic  will  hardly  gain  credit  that  the  unfup- 
ported  afTcrtions  of  the  accufed  perfon  himfelf  (one 
who,  in  other  inftances,  had  convinced  thofe  who  knew 
him  beft,  that  a  ftrid  adherence  to  truth  was  no  part 
of  his  character)  (;;2),  fhould,  without  being  corrobo- 
rated by  any  one  collateral  proof,  be  able  to  latisfy  any 
impartial  inquirers,  of  his  innocence.    And  yet  that 

Mr. 

[m)  Mr.  B  -  -  '  r's  genius  for  romancing  was  ilIufl:rioufly 
difplayed,  in  the  famous  ftory  which  he  invented  about  the 
compofitor  of  Mr.  Richardfoti* s  prefs.  His  fecond  volume  not 
coming  out  fo  foon,  as  he  had  promifed  to  the  Public,  to 
throw  off  the  blame  from  himfelf,  he  told  many  of  his  friends 
that  the  delay  was  occafioned  by  the  madnefs  of  the  compofi- 
tor, who  had  inferted  into  the  copy  whenever  a  pope's  name 
was  mentioned,  G'-dd-'fi  him,  and  other  fuch  wild 
expreffions.  Mr.  B  -  -  -  r  could  not,  when  taxed  with  this 
ftory,  deny  that  he  had  told  it  as  a  truth,  but  endeavoured  to 
come  ofF  by  faying,  that  he  had  it  from  his  corre^or.  But, 
unfortunately,  it  can  be  proved  that  he  never  had  any  cor- 
re6ior  of  the  prefs,  befides  himfelf ;  and  therefore  he  ftands 
charged  with  having  invented  this  moft  improbable  lie  ;  a 
charge  to  which  he  hath  pleaded  guilty  by  his  filence,  when 
publicly  called  upon  by  Mr.  Barron  in  the  General  Adver- 

tifer 
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Mr.  B,  dill  hath  his  patrons,  proteftant  patrons  of  high 
charadler  as  to  integrity  and  penetration,  is  a  fadl  as 
certain  as  it  is  unaccountable.  For  my  own  part,  being 
concerned  only  for  truth,  1  have,  upon  examining  in- 
to the  real  ftate  of  this  ftrange  tranfadion,  found  fuch 
overpowering  evidence  of  Mr,  B's.  having  written  the 
letters  which  have  been  produced  by  Sir  K  B.  that  if 
any  one  fhould  take  it  upon  him  to  fay  that  he  hath 
feen  them,  and  made  the  neceflary  inquiries  in  order  to 
form  his  judgment,  without  being  fatisfied  that  they  are 
noi  forged^  I  fhould  not  fcruple  to  tell  him  that  he 
hath  no  inclination  to  find  out  truth,  or  no  penetration 
to  detedt  falfhood.  But,  prejudiced  as  Mr.  B.'s  patrons 
may  (till  be,  in  his  favor,  I  am  not  without  my  hopes, 

tifer  of  November  23,  17505  to  juftify  himfelf  on  this  head.— - 
It  can  alfo  be  proved  upon  our  Hiftorian,  that  he  invented 
another  faljhood^  about  the  delay  of  his  fecond  volume  ;  for 
he  told  many  gentlemen  that  he  waited  till  the  paper  came 
from  Holland  on  which  it  was  to  be  printed  ;  w^hereas,  it  is 
notorious  that  no  fuch  paper  ever  was  fent  for  ;  that  volume 
of  the  Hiftory  of  the  Popes  being  printed  on  Englifii  paper 

bought  of  Al  n  JanJJen,  as  will  appear  from  accounts  ftill 

in  being.  -  -  -  I  (hall  only  add,  at  prefent,  how  ncceflary  it 
is  that  one  who  indulges  himfelf  in  the  privilege  of  departing 

from  truth  fhould  have  a  good  memory.    Mr.  B  r  had 

told  a  noble  Lady  of  the  firft  diftin6tion,  the  ftory  of  the 
compofitor's  interpolating  his  copy  at  the  time  when  this 
was  afligned  by  him  as  the  reafon  why  the  fecond  volume 
was  fo  long  deferred.  Her  Ladifhip,  therefore,  could  not 
but  greatly  wonder,  to  hear  him  complain,  within  thefe  two 
or  three  months,  that  his  enemies  had  mod  injuftly  charged 
him  with  having  propagated  this  ftory,  which  fhe  well  re- 
membered to  have  heard  from  himfelf,  five  or  fix  years  be- 
fore. -  -  He  has  made  fuch  blunders  more  than  once.  In 
the  family  of  a  gentleman,  univerfally  known  and  admired, 
where  he  vifited,  he  pretended  that  he  had  never  been  a 
pricft  ;  but,  unfortunately,  having  happened  to  relate  there, 
for  the  diverfion  of  the  company,  fome  of  the  ftories  which 
he  had  heard  m  confeflion,  the  Lady  of  the  houfe,  who  is 
veiy  well  acquainted  with  the  Romijh  religion,  afked  him 
how  he  could  hear  confcfiion  without  giving  abfolution  ? 
And  how  he  could  give  abfolution,  without  being  a  prieft  ? 
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that  I  have  already  thrown  fo  much  light  upon  tlic 
facls  laid  to  his  charge,  and  (hall,  before  I  conclude* 
throw  fo  much  more  light  upon  them,  as  muft,  uniefs 
they  mean  to  declare  that  he  is  to  be  fupported,  at 
all  events,  induce  them  to  join  in  that  verdid,  which, 
I  am  confident,  the  impartial  world  will  pronounce. 

Similitude  of  hands,  I  lhall  readily  grant,  is,  in  it- 
felf,  no  ablblute  proof;  and,  no  doubt,  there  have 
been  forgeries  fo  well  executed,  as  to  confound  thofe 
who  were  bed  acquainted  with  the  hand-writing  that 
was  counterfeited.  But,  furely,  fimilitude  of  hands  is 
a  very  ftrong  prefumption  in  all  cafes-,  and  where  no 
reafonable  appearance  of  forgery  can  b^  traced,  will 
always  have  great  weight  with  an  impartial  examiner. 
Now  it  is  impoflible  that  this  kind  of  evidence  can 
ever  be  ftronger,  than  it  is  in  the  cafe  before  us.  Mr. 
^.'j  hand-writing  is  extremely  remarkable,  and  hath 
more  particularities  than  are  ufually  met  with.  This 
circumftance  fliews  how  difficult  it  muft  be  to  forge 
letters  bearing  fo  ftriking  a  refemblance,  as  to  deceive 
thofe  who  are  intimately  acquainted  with  Mr.  jB.'s 
hand.  And  yet  that  the  letters  which  Sir  H,  B.  hath 
in  his  cuftody  have  fuch  a  refemblance,  is  a  fad  which 
as  it  cannot  be  denied,  fo  will  it,  with  many,  be  no 
weak  proof  that  they  sltq  genuine.  They  have,  with 
the  utmoft  care  and  attention,  been  compared  with 
many  undoubted  fpecimens  of  the  writing  of  Mr.  B, 
by  many  gentlemen  willing  to  come  at  truth,  and  I 
never  could  hear  of  any  one  perfon  who  was  not  ftruck 
with  the  likenefs  (»). — I  muft,  indeed,  except  one  gen- 

(«)  One  objedion,  I  hear,  hath  been  made,  viz.  that  the 
manner   of    forming  the  letter  d  is  different  in  Sir  H, 

B  d^s  MSS.  from  what  it  is  in  the  undoubted  fpecimens 

of  S  rs  hand-writing  :  but  any  one  who  hath  eyes  can 

fatisfy  himfelf  that  the  remark  is  without  the  leaft  foundation. 
For  upon  comparing  many  of  Mr.  B  -  -  -  r*s  fubfcription 
receipts,  and  feveral  other  pieces  of  his  hand-writing,  with 
the  letters,  it  appeared  that  both  in  the  undoubted,  and  in  the 
dubious  MSS.  the  letter  d  was  fometimes  formed  with  a  long 
open  fwcep,  and  fometimes  (h^rt,  and  with  a  curled  top. 

tleman, 


(   44  ) 

tlcman,  who,  after  perufing  them,  called  them,  as  I 
have  been  informed,  an  evident  and  palpable  forgery  \ 
unlefs  the  matter  of  the  letters  induced  him  to  pro- 
nounce this  opinion,  and  not  the  manner  of  their  being 
written;  which  indeed  feems  to  be  the  cafe.  For  it  is 
very  remarkable  that  Mr.  B.  puts  no  part  of  his  de- 
fence on  want  of  fimilitude  in  the  hand-writing,  but 
owns  that  the  forgery  hath  been  executed  with  the 
grcateft  fliiil. — This,  then,  being  a  fadt  incontrover- 
tible, that  the  letters  in  queftion  are  as  like  Mr.  B,h 
writing,  as  if  he  had  written  them  himfelf ;  we  defire 
his  friends  to  reflect  one  moment,  that  while  we  ad- 
mit it  to  be  eafy  to  forge  a  fublcription,  or  even  fuch 
a  piece  of  writing  as  a  promiflary  note  ;  we  look  upon 
it,  I  will  not  fay  impoffible,but  certainly  to  be  next  to  im- 
pofifible,  to  forge  Jixlong  letters^  in  a  very  fingular  hand, 
without  the  leaft  air  of  conftraint,  and  without  furniih- 
ing  fome  means,  from  the  bare  infpeflion  of  them,  to 
find  out  the  fraud. 

External  marks  of  forgery  not  appearing  in  this  cafe, 
will  Mr.  5.  or  his  friends,  aflert  that  there  are  internal 
ones  ?  The  reader,  before  whom  I  have  laid  a  faith- 
ful copy  of  the  letters,  muft  fee  how  groundlefs  any 
fuch  aflertion  is.  On  the  contrary,  the  fcllowing  cir- 
cumftances  will  weigh  with  every  lover  of  truth,  to 
make  him  be  of  opinion  that  the  letters  have  many 
internal  marks  of  genuinenefs,  maiks  which  are  incon- 
fiftent  with  the  fuppofition  of  their  ht'ing  forged. 

If  the  letters  had  been  forged  to  prove  that  the  per- 
fon  in  whofe  name  they  are  written  had  tranfaflions 
and  connexions  with  Papijis  and  Jejuits^  we  might 
have  expeded  that  he  v/ould  have  been  made  to  fpeak 
out  boldly,  to  call  thmgs  by  their  names,  and  to  fay, 
without  referve,  and  without  ambiguity,  fuch  things 
as  might  fiX  upon  him,  more  incontrovertibly, 
the  intended  charge.  But  is  this  the  cafe  of  the 
letters  in  queftion  }  Every  thing  is  the  reverfe.  They 
have  been  produced  in  fuch  a  condition,  that  it  doth  not 
even  appear  from  them,  either  who  wrote  them,  or 

to 
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to  whom  they  were  written.  Four  of  them  have 
no  dire(5lion,  and  the  other  two  bear  the  name  of  Mr. 
Elliot  Brown  •,  and  they  are  all  fix  without  any  fub- 
fcription  but  A.  B.  which  may  as  well  (land  for  Abra- 
ham Broomjlick^  as  for  A—d  B—r  1  leave  it,  therefore,  to 
every  perfon  of  common  fenfe  to  judge,  whether  it  can  be 
fuppofed  to  be  poflible  that,  if  the  fix  letters  in  queftion 
had  been  forged  to  prove  that  Mr.  B.  correfponded 
with  Father  Sheldon^  thecontrivers  of  the  forgery  would 
to  have  omitted  figning  the  fuppofed  writer's  name  to 
them  1  or  that  they  would  have  given  them  out  of  their 
hands  with  no  ftronger  evidence  of  their  being  written 
to  Sheldon^  than  this,  that  four  of  them  appear  without 
any  direction  at  all,  and  the  other  two  dire(fled  to  a 
perfon  of  a  very  difierent  name  ? 

Jf  we  next  attend  to  the  matter  contained  in  the 
letters,  we  fhall  not  find  in  them  any  exprefs  mention 
made  of  the  catholic  religion,  of  Jefuit^  or  general  of 
the  Jefuits^  or  of  being  reconciled  to  the  order  ^  nor, 
in  (hort  a  fingle  expreflion  which  can  be  referred  to  any 
of  thofe  topics,  without  interpretations,  reafonings,  and 
inferences,  and,  in  fhort,  without  previoufly  aiding 
the  reader  by  the  help  of  a  key,  the  certainty  of  which 
mud  depend  upon  his  opinion  of  the  integrity  and  in- 
formation of  the  relator,  not  upon  the  letters  them- 
felves,  which,  without  fuch  a  comment,  will  appear 
to  be  extremely  obfcure  throughout,  and  in  many 
places,  pertedly  unintelligible.  A  circumftance  this, 
which  every  impartial  inquirer  will  look  upon  as  a  very 
ftrong  proof  of  their  genuinenefs. 

But,  perhaps,  internal  marks  of  the  forgery  of  the 
letters  may  be  alledged,  from  the  mention  of  falfe  fa5is: 
Such  an  objection,  I  hear, hath  been  urged  by  Mr.  B,  and 
his  friends,  who  triumiph  in  this  unanfwerable  argument 
againft  the  genuinenefs  of  the  letters,  that  the  writer 
of  them  makes  mention  of  a  child,  whereas  Mr.  B. 
never  had  a  child  *,  and  of  his  being  to  get  a  place  in 
1747,  whereas  he  did  not  get  it  till  1748. — With  re- 
gard  to  the  cf?ild  which  he  is  faid  to  have  had,  in  the 

letters 
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letters  (tho'  it  doth  not  feem  quite  plain  that  the 
child  is  called  his)  I  fliali  only  obferve,  that  1  fcarcely 
believe,  any  of  his  friends,  with  all  their  zeal  to  ferve 
him,  will  take  it  upon  them  to  fay  that  to  their  cer- 
tain knowledge  he  never  had  a  child.  But  let  us  ad- 
mit that  they  could  be  able  to  prove  this  curious 
negative,  and  that  what  the  letters  fay  about  this 
affair,  and  about  a  patent  being  to  be  made  out  in 
1747,  are  both  falfhoods,  this  furely  can  be  no  ar- 
gument to  prove  that  B,  did  not  write  the  letters, 
indeed,  if  the  difpute  was  about  the  genuinenefs  of 
writings,  publiflied  in  the  name  of  an  infpired  pen- 
man, in  this  cafe  their  containing  falflioods  would 
be  decifive  that  they  ought  not  to  be  received 
as  canonical  But,  in  the  prefent  cafe,  the  very 
point  in  difpute  is,  whether  this  man  be  a  lying, 
diffembling  hypocrite ;  how  then  can  it  deftroy  the 
genuinenefs  of  letters  faid  to  be  written  by  him,  to 
obferve  that  there  are  lyes  in  them  ?  On  the  con- 
trary, if  the  letters  were  genuine,  which  his  warmefl: 
advocates  muft  allow  to  be  pofTible,  might  we  not 
reafonably  expee'^  falfhoods  from  a  wretch  who  hath 
totally  departed  from  truth  ? — Efpecially  as  1  have 
fhewn  above,  that  the  falfhoods  which  he  made  ufe 
of,  tended  to  the  point  at  which  he  aimed.  But  one 
can  fcarcely  be  ferious  when  reduced  to  the  neceflity 
of  anfwering  objedlions  which  are  either  ridiculous  in 
themfelves,  or  turn  againft  the  caufe  which  they  mean 
to  ferve. 

However  corroborated  by  all  the  evidence  re- 
fulting  from  fimilitude  of  hand,  however  free  from 
every  internal  mark  of  fpurioufnefs  the  fix  letters  be, 
we  have  not  yet  done  with  objections.    For  it  hath 

been  urged  againft  their  genuinenefs  Why  doth 

not  Sir  H — y  B — d  fay  from  whom  he  got  them  ? 
Why,  after  having  them,  as  he  faith,  about  five  years 
in  his  poffeffion,  doth  he  Ihew  them  now,  and  did 
not  produce  them  fooner  ?  —  Thefe  and  many  other 
fimilar  ^^ere'Sy  as  important  as  thefe,  have  been 

commoa 
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common  in  the  mouths  of  Mr.  B — r's  friends.  Sir 
// — -jy,  we  will  luppofe,  hath  declined  fatisfying  the 
impertinence  of  fuch  queries.  But  what  will  follow  ? 
That  the  letters  are  not  genuine  P  If  this  be  our 
Convert's  logic,  he  will  hardly  ever  be  able  to  reafon 
out  his  innocence.  Indeed  iuch  queftions  as  thefe 
are  foreign  to  the  matter  in  debate.  For  I  cannot 
fee,  even  if  Sir  H had  condefcended  to  anfwer 
what  nobody  could  have  a  right  to  a(k,  what  light 

this  would  have  thrown  upon  the  affair;  I  mean, 

fo  as  to  furnifh  any  argument  againft  the  genuinenefs 
of  the  letters.  On  the  contrary,  as  I  can  eafily  figure 
to  myfelf  a  very  natural  way  in  which  he  might  get 
poiTeflion  of  them,  if  they  were  really  written  to 
Father  Sheldon^  who,  I  hear,  was  his  intimate  ac- 
quaintance, fo,  I  can  eafily  imagine,  that  his  anfwer 
as  to  the  queftion  —  From  whom  he  got  them  ?  would 
only  have  added  evidence,  if  any  can  be  thought 
wanting,  to  what  we  have  already,  to  prove  that 
there  was  no  forgery  in  the  cafe. 

Why  did  not  Sir  H — y  B  d  fiiew  them  fooner 

is  an  objedion  that  I  will  allow  to  have  fome  vali- 
dity, when  the  objeflor  fhall  tell  me  the  reafon,  why 
no  inquiry  was  made  into  the  truth  of  the  facls,  aboi^t 
three  years  ago  •,  for,  fo  long  ago,  it  is  well  known 
that  the  letters  were  fhev/n,  to  a  gentleman,  who  men- 
tioned what  he  had  feen,  at  that  time,  to  thofe  whom 
it  principally  concerned  to  make  the  inquiry. 

But,  it  feenis,  contradi6lory  objecftions,  I  mean 
objeclions  that  deftroy  each  other,  muft  be  made  ufe 

of  :   For  it  hath  been  urged  alfo  Why  doth  Sir 

H — y  fhew  the  letters  at  all?  What  are  his  views  in 
making  them  public,  even  nov/  ?  To  this  I  anfwer, 
that  it  is  a  matter  of  the  greateu:  indifference  to  the 
Public,  what  were  the  views  of  this  gentleman  ; 
whether  the  letters  be  now  fnewn  from  motives  of 
party  zeal  and  refentment,  or  from  a  difinterefl:ed  love 
of  truth,  and  to  unmafl<:  a  dangerous  hypocrite.  For 
were  we  even  tp  admit  that  the  former  of  thefe  views 

influenced 
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influenced  Sir  H — y  (tho'  nobody  who  hath  ever 
heard  of  his  charad:er,  and  former  condud  and  con- 
nexions, can  believe  this)  yet  how  could  this  operate 
to  deilroy  the  authenticity  of  the  letters  ?  Truth  will 
be  truth,  tho'  in  the  mouth  of  one  who  hath  private 
views  in  publifhing  it.  Let  us  therefore  put  the 
obje(5lion  in  the  ftrongeft  light.  Mr.  B—r  by  de- 
ferting  the  Roman  Catholic  Religion,  and  by  writing 
asraintt  it,  hath  made  himfelf  extremely  obnoxious 
to  Papifts,  who,  thus  iriclined,  may  well  be  fup- 
pofed  capable  of  contriving  a  forgery  to  ruin  him 
and  Sir  H»  B.  impofed  upon  by  the  Iraud  of  his  Priefts, 
who  contrived  this  foul  attack  upon  Mr.  B's.  cha- 
rader,  hath  been  their  inftrument  in  conveying  to 
the  public  the  fix  forged  letters,  which  they  had  put 
into  his  hands  as  genuine. 

This  is  the  objection  in  its  full  force  ;  and  in- 
trenched behind  this  bulwark,  Mr.  B.  thinks  that  he 
may  fafely  give  the  lie  to  his  own  hand-writing  ;  as 
there  are  fo  many  good  Proteftants  ready  to  (land  by 
him,  in  fpite  of  the  ftrongeft  appearances  of  guilt, 
merely  becaufe  he  hath  been  pleafed  to  call  the  charge 
brought  againft  him  a  Popijh  confpiracy^  fupported  by 
forgery.  But,  as  we  have  no  proof  of  this  befides 
the  unfupporced  and  fufpicious  teftimony  of  the  ac- 
cufed  perfon  himfelf,  fo  are  there  very  fubftantial 
reafons  which  will  incline  a  fearcher  after  truth  to  be- 
lieve that  the  Papifts  did  not  forge  the  letters  in  queftion. 

No  forgery,  it  will  be  granted  to  me,  ever  was  con- 
trived, but  when  a  real  or  apparent  objedt  of  intereft 
could  be  gained  by  the  contrivers.  But  is  there  any  fuch 
objedl  exifting  that  could  induce  the  Papift  to  contrive 
a  forgery  againft  ^  .^^  I  cannot  hefitate  in  declaring  myfelf 
perfuaded  of  the  negative.  Mr.  5.  it  is  true,  hath  pu- 
blifhed  a  book  in  which  he  hath  been  very  free  in  expo- 
ling  the  perfonal  vices  of  the  Popes^  and  in  tracing  the 
progrefs  of  the  encroachments  of  the  Roman  See. 

Have  the  Papifts ^  then,  forged  againft  him,  for 
drawing  the  lives  of  wicked  Popes^  with  hiftorical 

exaft- 
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ejcadnefs  ?  This  will  not  be  thought  probable,  when 

we  reflcd:  that  Papijis  never  thought  themfelves  bound 
to  affert  the  impeccability  of  the  Popes  confidcred  as 
men,  tho'  they  may  think  themfelves  bound  to  aflerc 
their  infallibility  confidered  as  heads  of  the  church. 
If  it. had  been  a  part  of  Popery,  to  draw  a  veil  over 
the  wickednefs  of  their  apollolical  vicars,  what  fhill  we 
fay  to  thofe  horrid  charaders,  with  which  fo  many  of 
them  are  drawn  by  Popi/h  hiilorians  ?  Or  is  it  pofTible 
for  Mr.  B.  if  ever  he  comes  down  to  the  time  of  yf/V\'- 
a»der  the  VI,  to  paint  the  vices  of  that  Pope  in  more 
lively  colours,  or  to  brand  him  with  greater  infamy, 
than  we  already  find  done  by  their  own  Guicciardln  ? 

 Nay  fo  far  are  the  vices  of  particular  Popes  from 

being  difowned  or  palliated  by  the  moft  zealous  advo- 
cates for  the ^^-z/J^/ chair,  th'MBaronius  himfelf,  {o)  fpeak- 
ing  of  the  (late  of  the  church  about  the  year  nine  hun- 
dred, and  downwards,  for  above  an  hundred  years, 
can  find  no  other  name  fo  proper  as  that  of  monfterSy 
under  which  to  defcribe  thofe,  who  during  that  period 
had  intruded  into  the  holy  fee,  and  by  the  help  of 

Monjiers,  Genebrard  (/>),  another  eminent  Pcpifi 

writer,  fpeaking  of  the  fame  period,  exprefleth  him- 
felf with  as  much  feverity  as  quaintnefs,  that  for  almoft 
1 50  years,  the  Popes  were  rather  Apojlatical  than  Apo- 
ftolical.  And  nor  to  multiply  authorities,  Bellarmine 
(q)  reprefents  the  Popes  of  thofe  times  as  degene- 
rating from  the  piety  of  their  anceftors ;  and  in  the 
(r)  Ceremonial  for  the  eleBion  of  Popes^  there  is  deep 
complaint  of  fuch  corruption,  as,  in  the  language  of 
that  book,  caufed  the  pillars  of  the  church  to  Jhake^ 
After  thefe  indances,  therefore,  I  cannot  think  that 
Mr.  B's  freedom  in  expofing  the  perfonal  vices  of  the 

Popes 

{0)  Baron.  Annal.  ad  an.  900,  &  ad  an.  912. 
(/>)  Genebr.  chionolog.  ad.  an.  901. 
{q)  Bellarm.  Chronoloor.  ad  an.  1026. 
(r)  Cerem.  de  Elect.  Pontifi.  p.  17. 
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Fopes^  could  induce  Papijts  to  be  guilty  of  forgery  by 
way  of  revenge  (j). 

But,  perhap-s  his  difclofing  the  gradual  progrefs  of 
the  encroachments  of  the  fee  of  Rome,  will  be  thought 
a  motive  fufficiently  flrong  to  engage  them  in  fo  foul  an 
undertaking.  Let  us,  then,  with  impartiality  confider 
the  force  of  this  remark. 

And,  here,  I  cannot  but  exprefs  myfelf  as  of  opi- 
nion that  no  perfon  acquainted  with  books,  and  matter 
of  the  controverfy  between  us  and  the  church  of  Rome^ 
will  find  any  thing  in  Mr.  B's  three  volumes  already 
publifhed,  that  hath  thrown  the  lead  light  upon  the 
fubje6l,  or  made  any  difcovery,  which,  by  adding 
ftrength  to  the  caufe  of  Protejlants^  already  fo  ably  fup- 
ported  by  numbers  of  unexceptionable  advocates,  could 
make  the  Hijtory  of  the  Popes,  by  J.  B.  Efqi  fo  for- 
midable to  Papifts,  as  to  engage  them  in  a  vile  and  im- 
pudent forgery  againft  the  author.  So  far  from  this, 
that  were  it  neceffary,  it  could  be  proved  by  particular 
inftances,  that  our  Hifiorian  of  the  Popes  doth  not 
really  know  the  ftrength  of  that  caufe  which  he  under- 
takes to  defend.  And,  indeed,  how  could  he  know 
it  ?  He  hath  not  thought  it  worth  his  while  to  look 
into  antiquity  himfelf,  but  hath  contented  himfclf  to  be 
a  fervile  copier  of  modern  compilers  ;  nay,  what  is 
ftill  more  unfortunate  for  a  writer  who  fets  out  with  an 
intention  to  decry  Popery^  he  feems  totally  unac- 
quainted 

{/)  From  the  perfonal  defecls  of  popes,  papifls  have  infer- 
red that  Their  church  is  under  the  immediate  protediion  of 
heaven.  This  was  Queen  CrlJlincC s  way  of  reafoning,  ac- 
cording to  biftiop  Burnet :  '  I  will  conclude,  fays  he,  all  that 

*  I  fliall  fay  in  this  place  of  the  affairs  of  Rome^  with  a  lively 

*  faying  of  Queen  CriJIifia  to  mvfelf  at  Rome,    She  faid  it 

*  was  certain  that  the  church  was  governed  by  the  imme- 

*  diate  care  and  providence  of  God,  for  none  of  the  four 

*  popes  that  fhe  had  known  fmce  fhe  came  to  Rome,  had 
'  common  fenfe.  She  added  that  they  were  the  firft  and  the 
«  laft  of  men.'  Burnet's  Hift.  of  his  own  times,  vol.  I.  p. 
707.  ad  an.  1687. 
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quainted  with  the  labours  of  proteftant  divines,  and  is  a 
lervile  copier  of  modern  Popifh  compilers.  Tillemont''5 
Ecclefiafiical memoirs  is  a  copious  fund  of  matter,  fo  far 
as  they  go,  for  our  Proteftant  hiftorian,  who  hath 
had  fuch  an  opinion  of  the  integrity  of  this  Frenchman^ 
as  to  follow  him  implicitly  in  the  groflcfl:  blunders 
(/).    The  French  lives  of  the  Pops^  publiflied  about 

twenty 

(')  The  anonymous  remarker  on  Mr.  5  -  -  r's  Hiflory 
obferveth  as  follows  :  '  The  parade  of  quotations  with  which 

*  every  page  is  adorned,  is  ufually  borrowed  :  only  the  ufe 

*  made  of  them  is  very  different.  The  Memoirs  of  Tille- 

'  mont^  either  at  firft  or  fecond  hand,  have  been  of  fmguiar 

*  fervice  to  him  in  embellifhing  his  margin.    His  lifts  of 

*  authors  or  references  to  quotations  are  often  taken  from 

*  him,  in  the  lump,  without  the  leaft  difguife,  where  that 
'  laborious  author  is  not  named  :  even  the  abridged  manner 

*  of  citing  the  books  of  the  ancients,  efpecially  thofe  of  St. 

*  Augujiin^  which  is  entirely  peculiar  to  that  writer,  is 
'  adopted  by  our  hiflorian.  But  the  French  lives  of  the 

*  Popes  printed  in  Holland^  have  fupplied  thofe  parts  which 
'  might  leem  to  recommend  his  work  as  curious,  as  everyone 
'  takes  notice  who  has  read  that  foreign  hiftory.'  p.  19.  20. 

And  in  another  place,  the  general  charge  of  Plagiarijm  is 
thus  confirmed.  '  On  curforily  turning  over  the  leaves  I  con- 
^  tinually  obferve  how  he  borrows  quotations ,  often  in  the 
^  lump,  from  others,  efpecially  from  Tillemont^  or  Mr.  6.^ A- 

*  I  was  ftopt,  p.  79,  by  finding  St.  Bafil  on  Synods  among 
'  the  quotations.  I  have  often  read  the  works  of  St.  Hilary 
'  and  St.  AthanafvuSy  which  bear  that  title.  But  whoever 
'  has  been  the  leaft  converfant  in  the  writings  of  the  fathers, 
'  or  in  the  hiftories  of  their  works,  muft  know  too  well  thofe 
'  of  St.  Bafily  not  to  be  ftartled  at  fuch  a  novelty.    For  no 

*  treatife  was  ever  afcribed  to  him  under  that  title,  or  On 
'  fuch  a  fubjeiil.  I  took  it,  at  firft,  for  an  Erratum  of  the 
'  printer  ;  but  found  a  long  defcant  upon  it,  all  built  upon 
'  the  fame  miftake,  and  St.  Bafil  often  quoted.  An  author 
'  a  little  converfant   in  the  original  writers  would  have 

*  been  incapable  of  fuch  a  blunder.  O  imitafores  fervum  pe- 
'  cus  !  The  truth  is  that  Mr.  B,  miftook  St.  Bafil  for  St. 

*  Athanafius  ;  nor  do  I  charge  him  with  wilful  infidelity.  But 

*  he  is  evidently  guilty  of  one  in  this  paflage  when  he  accufes 
^  Baronius  ©f  corrupting  defignedly  St.  Bafir%  text,  againft 
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twenty  years  ago  in  Holland^  {v)  hath  alfo  been  a  nobltf 
treafure,  out  of  which  our  Englijh  hiftorian  hath  re- 
tailed the  fads,  which,  with  fingular  modefty,  he  would 
have  his  readers  believe  that  he  had  learned  from  the 
fountain  head.  He  may,  perhaps,  have  got  the  fimple, 
the  credulous,  and  the  unlearned,  to  think  thus  highly 
of  his  book  ;  but  thofe  of  his  readers,  whofe  opinion  is 
of  moft  confequence,  have,  long  ago,  agreed  in  pro- 
nouncing this  judgment  of  it— -That  it  is  a  book  calcu- 
lated to  ferve  Deijm  as  well  as  to  refute  popery  \  to  fur- 
nifh  arguments  to  Infidels,  as  well  as  to  protedants 
that  it  is  written  with  all  the  feeming  inclination  to  ex* 
pofe  papal  ufurpations,  but  that,   unfortunately,  the 

author 

^  all  laws  of  honour  and  honefty.    He  had  read,  I  fuppofe, 

*  in  Tillemont^  that  Baronius  was  led  into  a  miftake  by  the 
'  old  faulty  latin  tranflation,  which  Montfaiicon  has  redified 

*  in  his  late  verfion  p.  758.  How  could  he  improve  this  into 

*  a  wilful  infidelity  of with  all  his  own  unaccoun- 

*  table  blunders,  which  draw  his  invedtives  upon  himfelf  ? 
*'  Mr.  B,  follows  the  marginal  references  of  Tillemont  fo  fer- 
'  vilely  as  to  quote  from  him,  I  fuppofe,  the  fame  old  edition 

*  St.  Athanafius  de  Synodis  p.  918,  tho'  every  where,  by 

*  his  blunder,  under  the  name  of  St.  Bafd p.  34,  35* 

{v)  This  work  confifts  of  five  large  quarto  volumes,  pu- 
bliflied,  at  different  times,  between  1732  and  1736.  This 
is  the  book  afcribed  in  the  foregoing  note  to  the  marquis 

Argens  ;  but  it  is,  indeed,  written  by  one  Mr.  BruySy 
whofe  ftory,  as  being  very  fimilar  to  that  of  Mr.  B—r^ 
lhall  be  placed  before  the  reader,  at  the  end  of  this  perform- 
ance.  1  ftiall  only  obferve,  at  prefent,  that   a  very 

learned  and  accurate  critic  hath  compared  the  life  of 
Gregory  the  Great  in  BruySy  with  the  life  of  the  fame  pope  in 
5— -r,  and  it  appears,  that  in  80  pages  there  are  only 
five  h6\s  mentioned  in  the  Englijh,  which  are  not  in  Brt^ys  ; 
who,  on  the  other  hand,  has  above  fifty,  not  at  all  touched 

upon  by  B  r.    And  of  thirty-two  authors  quoted  by 

BruySy  fourteen  only  are  cited  by  B  r,  who  has  indeed 

eight  not  quoted  by  Bruys.  And  yet  tho'  it  is  certain  that 
B  -  '  ^  r  hath  had  the  Frenchman's  work  conftantly  in  his 
eye,  and  made  vaft  ufc  of  it ;  he  told  a  learned  divine  who 
had  taken  notice  to  him  of  his  filence  about  Bruys  work,  that 
that  work  did  not  deferve  to  be  mentioned. 
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author  hath  often  miftaken  his  inftances,  by  not 
knowing  the  proper  places  of  finding  fault  •,  in  a  word, 
that  it  hath  b-en  patched  up  from  fecond-hand  fcraps, 
and  from  guides  whom  we  cannot  look  upon  to  be 
fufficient  to  enable  an  humble  follower  of  them  to  tread 
the  dark  roads  of  antiquity,  and  the  labyrinths  of  Ec- 
clefiafiical  Hiflory^  without  being  in  continual  danger 
of  wandering  out  of  the  path  that  leads  to  truth. 

Such  then  being  the  real  character  of  Mr.  B*s  per- 
formance, the  learned  and  the  fenfible  ( whatever  may 
be  the  cafe  of  the  ignorant,  and  credulous)  will  hardly 
be  perfuaded  that  the  Papijls  could  ever  think  it  of 
fuch  importance,  as  to  make  forgery  againft  the  au- 
thor necefTary.  They  who  had  it  in  their  power  to 
fatisfy  the  world  that  the  writer  of  the  Hijiory  of  ths 
Popes  is  the  fervile  copier  of  Tillemont  and  BruySy  and 
to  give  the  moft  ftriking  inftances  of  his  Plagiarifnty 
would  hardly  run  the  rifk  of  bringing  an  odium  upon 
their  religion,  by  making  an  attack  upon  him  as  vile  as 
it  was  unneceflary,  and  as  difficult  to  be  executed,  as 
it  would  be  eafy  to  be  deteded. 

Thefe  are  very  cogent  reafons  to  induce  me  to  be 
of  opinion,  that  there  could  be  no  motive  fufHciently 
ftrong  to  excite  the  Papifts  to  anfwer  the  Hiftory  of  the 
Popes  by  a  forgery  againft  the  author.  But  were  we 
even  to  admit  that  this  book  is  a  much  more  for- 
midable attack,  than  it  really  is,  upon  popery,  there 
is  a  very  remarkable  circumftance,  to  prove  that  the 
letters  now  before  us  could  not  be  forged  with  a  view 

to  this  hiftory  ;  1  mean  the  poft  marks  upon  that 

letter  which  bears  date  July  24.  1746.  At  that  time 
Mr.  B»  had  given  the  Papijls  no  provocation  to  attack 
his  charadler  by  any  forgery,  his  propofals  for  his 
hiftory  and  the  preface,  which  were  the  firft  proof 
that  he  gave"  of  his  proteftantifm,  did  not  exift  till  the 
following  year,  and  the  firft  volume  of  his  hiftory  did 
not  appear  till  1748.    And  yet  one  of  the  forged 

letters  was  fent  by  the  poft,  in  1746.  Truth,  when 

turned  into  every  fliape,  comes  out  the  more  ftrong  ; 
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and  unlefs  Mr.  B.  and  his  friends  pleafe  to  include,  as 
a  part  of  the  Popijh  con/piracy^  the  forgery  of  three  (x) 
poft  marks,  they  muft  be  content  with  another  de- 
fence, and  fay  that  the  Jefuits  have  the  gift  of  pro- 
phecy, and  could  foretell  in  1746,  when  Mr.  B.  was 
receiving  an  annuity  from  them,  that  he  would  next 
year  eredl  his  ftandard  as  a  champion  againfl:  them 
and  their  religion. 

1  might  now  infifl:  upon  the  improbability  that  the 
letters  inqueftion  fhould  have  been  Forged  by  VatJefuUsy 
as  they  difclofe  the  (ecrets  of  their  Order^  as  they  tell  us 
that  it  is  formed  into  a  regular  body  amongft  us, 
governed  by  a  Provincial  adting  under  the  dire6tion  of 
the  General  at  Rome,  and  fo  rich  as  to  have  large  fums 
of  money  pafs  through  their  hands,  fads  which  the  po- 
litic fons  of  Ignatius^  circumftanced  as  they  are^  in  this 
country,  inftead  of  being  guilty  of  forgery  to  bring  to 
light,  would  endeavour  to  Jiiffle ;  unlefs  to  gain  an  end, 
at  belt  trifHing,  they  can  be  fuppofed  capable  of  ading 
in  dired  oppoficion  to  the  interefts  of  their  Order  and 
religion  in  England,  But  1  need  not  infift  upon  this 
improbability,  becaufe  I  have  it  in  my  power  to  urge 
it  as  a  poficive  fad,  that  fo  far  have  the  Jefuits  been 
from  being  aiding  and  afiifting  in  making  public  Mr. 
B's  dealings  with  them,  fince  his  arrival  in  England^ 
that  they  have  done  all  they  could  to  ftiffle  the  tranfac- 
tion.  The  honorable  gentleman,  as  1  have  been  well 
afifured,  into  whofe  hands  the  letters  have  fallen,  hath 
had  his  condud  cenfured,  for  fnewing  them  to  Proteft- 
ants.  And  when  he  did  fhew  them,  and  found  that 
fimilitude  of  hands  would  not  be  admitted  as  any 
proof,  he  met  with  the  greateft  difficulty  in  pro- 
curing fuch  collateral  evidences  as  would  corroborate 

the 

{x)  The  London  poft  mark,  24  July^  when  the  letter  was 
put  in;  the  charge  of  3d.  the  portage  of  a  fingle  letter  to 
Chipping  Norton ;  and  the  mark  of  the  country  poftmafter 
before  it  was  delivered.  It  is  very  remarkable  that  July  24 
was  a  poft-day  (Thurfday)  in  1746. 
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the  genuinenefs  of  the  correfpondcnce.  Indeed  It  was 
no  wonder  for  the  perfons  in  whofe  hands  thofe  evi-p 
dences  are  lodged,  could  not  join  inafiifling  to  detcft 
B,  but  by  expofing  themfelves  to  legal  ieverities. 
And  if,  at  laft,  fuch  Jlriking  proofs  of  B's  fecfet 
dealings  with  Papijls  have  come  to  light,  as,  I  believe, 
will  put  the  genuinenefs  of  the  letters  beyond  all 
doubt,  for  thefe  the  world,  I  imagine,  muft  owe  it's 
obligation  to  Mr.  B.  and  his  friends,  whofe  charge  of 
forgery  againfl:  Papijls  hath  contributed  more  to  his 
detection,  than  all  that  he  hath  written  againft 
popery  in  his  hiftory. 

And  here  I  am  naturally  led  to  fay  fomething  to 
an  objedlion,  which  hath  been  made  ufe  of  upoa 
the  occafion.  It  is  urged,  that  Mr.  B,  who  is  a  fen- 
fibleman,  would  not,  if  he  had  had  any  fecret  tranf- 
adlions  with  Jefuits  inconfiftent  with  his  character 
as  a  convert,  put  himfelf  in  their  power  to  expofe 

him,  by  writing  againft  their  religion.  Now,  not 

to  obferve,  that  if  there  be  any  force  in  this  way  of 
reafoning,  it  will  ferve  to  prove  that  no  foifihle  man 
ever  was  or  ever  can  be  a  rogue ;  the  true  anfwer  is, 
that  Mr.  B,  being  a  fenfible  man,  thought  that  he 
might  be  a  rogue  without  any  danger  of  being  de- 
tedled.  He  knew  very  well  that  fathers  Sheldon^  Car- 
teret^ and  the  reft  of  his  Order  with  whom  he  had 
correfponded,  could  not  declare  any  thing  to  the 
world  about  his  tranfaclions  with  them,  without 
marking  themfelves  out  as  Popijh  emifTaries,  and 
confequently  without  expofing  themfelves  to  legal 
feverities,  if  they  continued  in  this  country.  Befides 
knowing  that  they  might  be  reftrained  by  fears  of 
their  own  fafety,  Mr.  B,  might  be  in  hopes,  that 
the  fathers  to  whom  he  had  written  in  his  charadler 
of  a  good  catholick,  would  not  drive  him  to  extre- 
mities, by  expofing  him  to  Proteftants,  but  that,  ra- 
ther, they  would  remember  him  in  their  heft  Thoughts, 
and  look  upon  it  as  the  moft  prudent  part  they  could 
a£t,  to  endeavour  to  bring  back  within  the  pale  of 
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their  church  the  hiftorian  of  the  Popes^  and  not  to  make 
fuch  a  return  impoffible,  by  fhewing  him  in  his  pro- 
per charader,  and  fixing  him  for  ever  their  deter- 
mined enemy.  But  he  had  a  farther  fecurity  that  his 
old  friends  would  not  expofe  him.  Guided,  as  the 
Jefuits  are  faid  to  be,  by  maxims  of  worldly  wifdom, 
and  concerned  principally  to  advance  the  honor,  and 
lliffle  the  difgrace  of  their  Order,  he  might  have 
grounds  for  flattering  himfelf  that  they  would  not  be 
forward  in  acquainting  Proteftants  that  fo  much  as 
one  of  the  trufty  Band  had  deferted,  and  proved  un- 
faithful. Mr.  B,  as  we  have  already  obferved,  had  in- 
duftrioufly  avoided  telling  us  that  he  was  2,Jefuit.Kx\^ 
if  prudence  taught /'/;72  to  conceal  this,  he  had  reafon  to 
hope  that  the  Jefuits  would  not,  for  the  credit  of  their 
Order,  reveal  it.  And  if  the  worft  fliould  happen,  if 
neither  fears  for  themfe!ves,  nor  the  hopes  of  regain- 
ing their  apoftate  brother,  nor  regard  for  the  honor  of 
their  order  fhould  have  induced  the  Jefuits  to  keepfe- 
cret  B's  tranfactions  with  them,  he  had  taken  care  in 
his  preface  to  tell  his  readers  that  let  the  popifh  zealots 
uent  their  zeal  in  what  manner  they  pleafe,  he  fhould  nei- 
ther anfwsr  nor  refent  their  reproaches  and  cenfures  how- 
ever malignant  and  groundlefs.  From  which  prudent 
declaration  as  we  may  infer  a  confcioufnefs  of  having 
laid  himfelf  open  tocenfureand  reproach,  fo  alfo  may 
v/e  obferve  from  ir,  that  he  flattered  himfelf  that  the 
lame  perfons  v/ho  had  greedily  fwai  ov/ed  the  ro- 
mantic tale  about  his  efcape  from  the  Inquifttion^ 
might  be  prevailed  upon  to  difbelieve  every  thing 
againft  him,  however  well  fupportcd,  which  fliould 
come  from  Fapifls. 

When  matters  of  fadl  are  oppofed  only  by  reafon- 
ings,  when  an  accufed  perfon  can  urge  nothing  in 
his  defence,  but  the  imprudence  or  the  folly  of  doing 
what  he  is  accufed  of,  this  mufl:  be  owned  to  have  a 
very  fufpicious  afpe6l.  For  there  are  fo  many  dif- 
ferent points  in  which  a  thing  may  beviev/ed,  that 
a  ftep,  which  one  perfon  may  call  foolifli  and  im- 
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prudent,  another  perfon,  or  even  the  fame  perfon  at 
another  rime,  may  look  upon  to  be  eligible  and  wife. 
This  refledion  is  extremely  applicable  to  the  prefent 
cafe.  Mr.  B.  1  hear,  builds  great  part  of  his  de- 
fence on  the  folly  and  imprudence  of  making  any 
offers  of  returning  to  the  Papifts,  the  genius  of 
whofe  religion  never  alloweth  them  to  forgive  thofe 
who  have  once  left  them,  and  gone  over  to  Proteft- 
ants.  It  will  be  neceiTary,  therefore,  candidly  to 
examine  the  weight  of  this  way  of  reafoning.  And 
it  will  throw  great  light  upon  this  point  to  obferve 
that  when  Mr.  B  negotiated  with  his  order,  and  lent 
his  money  to  them,  he  had  never  apqftalized  from  his 
religion  as  a  papift,  but  only  been  difobedient  to  his 
fuperiors  as  a  Jefuit.  He  had,  it  is  true,  efcaped 
into  England^  but  fo  far  had  he  been  from  abjuring 
Popery  upon  his  arrival  there,  that  he  could  appeal 
to  fads,   of  the  mofl  fatisfaftory  nature,    that  he 

was  ftill  a  zealous  catholic  1  mean  his  perverting 

of  proteflants  from  their  faith.  Such  being  his 

fituation  when  he  treated  about  returning  to  his 
Order,  where  is  the  probability,  that,  if  he  had  con- 
fented  to  go  abroad,  which  however  is  far  from  being 
the  cafe,  he  would  have  found  his  fuperiors  inexorable  ? 

But  even  tho'  B.  had,  from  the  very  firfl  hour  he 
came  into  Englafid^  abjured  P^?/>fr)',  why  fhould  it  be 
thought  a  thing  incredible,  that  he  afterwards  nego- 
tiated about  returning  to  it  ?  In  this  cafe,  one  ex- 
ample is  more  to  the  purpofe,  than  a  thoufand  plau- 
fible  arguments  about  the  improbability  and  folly  of 

fuch  a  ftep      and  therefore  ,    B  r  mufl  not 

think  to  fatisfy  Proteflants  by  making  ufe  of 
them  ,  when  we  know  that  fuch  negotiations  have 
been  frequent  with  gentlemen  in  his  peculiar  fi- 
tuation. For  what  will  he  fay  to  the  cafe  of  Jarrige? 
This  man,  as  we  learn  from  BayWs  Dictionary  (z)y 

not 

(z)  '  Peter  Jarrl^Cj  born  at  Tulle  m  Limonfin^  was  one  of 
«  the  mofl  famous  preachers  among  the  Jejuits^  but  other- 
wife 
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not  only  left  the  Jefuits^  but  turned  Proteftant  prea- 
cher in  Holland^  and  wrote  a  mod  abufive  book 
againft  his  own  order.    And  yet,  with  all  his  good 

lenfe, 

*  wife  a  difhoneft  man ;  he  was  fo  exafperated  againft  the 

*  order  becaufe  he  was  not  promoted  in  it  to  the  employments 

*  which  he  imagined  he  deferved,  that  he  refolved  to  turn 

*  Proteftant.  He  imparted  his  mind  to  a  iVIinifter,  who  pro- 

*  cured  him  an  opportunity  to  retire  into  Holland,  He  abjured 

*  the  Roman  Catholic  Religion  in  the  confiftory  of  Rcchtlb 

*  on  Chriftmas-day  in  the  year  1647.  When  he  arrived  at 
'  Leyden  he  preached  to  a  very  numerous  congregation  upon 

*  the  motives  of  his  converfion,  and  endeavoured  afterwards 
^  to  perfuade  the  world  that  he  had  no  longer  the  leoji  incUna- 

*  tlonfor  Popery,   The  States  of  Holland  granted  him  a  Pen- 

*  Jion,    The  yefuits  caufed  information  to  be  made  againft 

*  him.  —  Jarrige  revenged  himfelf  with  a  witnefs  in  a  book 

*  which  he  intitled,  les  Jefnites  mis  Jur  VEchafaut^  i.  e.  the 

*  Jefuits  expofed  upon  a  fcafrold  ;  he  abufed  them  fo  feverely 

*  in  that  book  that  the  Society  never  met  with  any  thing  that 

*  vexed  them  fo  much.  His  treating  the  Jejuits  thus 

*  might  have  made  the  world  imagine  tl>at  they  ivould  he^  for 

*  ever^  irreconcileable^  and  yet  the  Jejuii  Ponthelier  who  vi^as 

*  then  at  the  Hague  amongft  the  attendants  of  an  embaflador, 

*  had  fome  hopes  to  reclaim  that  haughty  fpirit :  he  pradifed 

*  upon  him  fo,  that  he  perfuaded  him  to  return  into  the  pale 

*  of  the  Church  of  Rome;  which  he  did  accordingly  in  the 

*  year  1650.  Jarrige  left  Leyden^  and  went  amongft  the  Jc' 

*  fuits  of  Jntwerpy  where  he  publiftied  his  recantation  imme- 
^  diately  ;  but  it  is  not  known  what  became  of  him  fmce  tJiat 

*  time.    A  great  many  perfons  believe  that  the  Jefuits  im- 

*  prifoned  him  for  the  remainder  of  his  life.    This  might  be 

*  but  other  reafons  may  be  given  why  fuch  a  man  fhould  have 

*  entirely  difappeared  \  Bayle's  Di6i:.  Art.  Jarrige. 

Mr.  Bayle  in  the  notes  upon  this  article,  as  a  proof  that 
Jarrige  was  not  imprifoned,  quotes  a  long  extrad:  from  a  letter 
of  Jarrige  to  a  merchant  at  Leyden^  mentioned  how  well  he 
had  been  received  by  the  Jefuits  at  Antverp-:  as  alfo  a  paflage 
from  his  recantation  wherein  are  enumerated  all  the  fecurities 
that  had  been  given  him;  i.  the  king's  pardon,  2.  letters 
of  aflurance  from  the  pope,  and  llberty,from  him,  to  be  either 
a  fecular  prieft,  or  to  continue  in  the  fociety  of  the  Jefuits, 
3.  A  pafs  or  protedion  from  Archduke  Leopold^  4.  letters 

patent 
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icnfe,  he  thought  it  advifable  a^ually  to  return  t« 
thofe  whom  he  had  mortally  offended.  Why  may  wc 
not  fuppofe,  therefore,  that  a  Jefuit^  in  our  own 
times,  who  had  not  thus  offended,  fhould  negotiate 
about  taking  the  fame  ftep  ?  Nay,  had  he  negotiated 
about  it  after  the  publication  of  his  hiftory ,  he 
might  have  had  hopes  of  forgivenefs ;  for  he  had  be- 
fore his  eyes  the  more  recent  cafe  of  Bruys  his  brother 
hiftorian,  and  convert,  who,  after  he  had  written  in 
Holland  the  Lives  of  the  Popes,  with  as  much,  if  not 
more  freedom,  himfelf  returned,  as  we  ihali  fee  by 
and  bye,  to  the  church  of  Rome,  was  received  kindly, 
and  died  in  peace. 

Having,  I  flatter  myfelf,  effeftually  obviated  or 
anfwered  every  cavil  that  can  be  made  againft  the 
genuinenefs  of  the  letters,  it  will  be  neceffary  now 
to  extend  ourprofped:,  and  to  fatisfy  the  Public  that, 
independent  of  their  authority, there  are  other  mofl  ex- 
prefs  and  incontrovertible  proofs,  that  the  author  of 
the  hiftory  of  the  Popes  hath  had  connexions  of  fuch 
a  nature,  with  Papijls  and  Jefuits^  nnce  his  coming  to 
England,  as  will,  while  they  corroborate  the  genuine- 
nefs of  the  letters,  at  the  fame  time  make  it  to  be  a 
matter  of  the  utmoft  indifference  whether  the  letters 
be  genuine  or  no,  as  they  will  prove  as  much,  nay 
more  than  the  letters  aftually  contain. 

But,  firft,  it  will  be  proper  to  take  notice  of  the 
unreafonablenefs  of  Mr.  B*s  putting  in  his  exceptions 
to  P^/$/^  evidence.  He  hath  been  loud  in  his  de- 
patent  from  Francis  Ptcolomini^  General  of  the  Society  of 
Jefus,  to  enter  again  amongft  the  Jefuits  ;  and  alfo  other 
letters  patent  to  go  into  fuch  Kingdom  or  Province  of  the  world 
as  he  fhould  think  fit.  All  this  fealed  with  the  great  feal  of  the 
general's  office,  fo  that  nothing  could  be  more  authentic.  -  -  - 
Tho  Bayle  did  not  know  what  became  of  Jarrige^  it  appears 
from  an  additional  remark,  in  the  late  editions  of  the  Dictio- 
nary, that  Jarrige  retired  to  Tulle  in  Limoufm^  where  he  lived 
as  a  fecular  pricft,  the  pope  having  given  him  leave  to  do  it. 
He  died  there  5^/>r,  26,  1670. 
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4nand  to  have  the  fa£ls  laid  to  his  charge  confirmed 
by  the  atteftation  of  Proteftants.  And  why  ?  He 
knew  well  that  from  the  very  nature  of  the  fads,  no 
Proteftant  evidence  can  be  had.  He  is  accufed  of 
having  had  dealings  with  Popijh  Priefts  here  in  Eng- 
land'y  dealings  which  it  was  his  obvious  intereft  to 
keep  concealed  from  Proteftants^  and  which  thofe 
with  whom  he  had  them,  durft  not,  for  their  own 
fecurity,  reveal :  and  yet  he  hath  the  modefty  to 
offer  it  as  a  vindication  of  his  condud  from  the 
charge  brought  againft  him,  that  the  evidence  made 
ufe  of  to  prove  it  is  Popijh  evidence.  I  might  mention 
that  this  defence  founds  but  ill  in  the  mouth  of 
one,  who,  by  his  own  account,  was,  till  he  was 
at  leaft  forty  years  of  age,  of  a  profeffion,  the  mem- 
bers of  which  are  reprefented  by  himfelf  to  be  inca- 
pable of  fpeaking  truth.  I  might  mention,  alfo,  the 
improbability,  already  infifted  upon,  that  the  Papifts 
Ihould  falfify,  in  the  particular  cafe  before  us.  But 
what  I  would  principally  obferve  upon  the  prefent  oc- 
cafion  is,  that  the  effrontery  of  the  perfon  who  requires 
evidence  which  he  knows  cannot  be  had,  is  not  to  be 
paralleled  but  by  the  credulity  of  thofe  who  can  ac- 
quiefce  in  fuch  a  demand  as  reafonable  ;  and  who  do 
not  fee  that  this  is  the  laft  refort  of  one,  who  being 
unable  to  defend  himfelf  by  denying  fads,  and  to  fup- 
port  this  denial  by  a  real  evidence,  would  artfully  con- 
vert a  private  difpute  about  his  own  charader  into  a 
public  controverfy  between  Proteftants  and  Papifts  ; 
hoping  to  impofe  upon  our  underftandings  by  work- 
ing upon  our  palTions,  and  to  turn  the  eyes  of  the 
Britijh  nation  from  the  confideration  of  his  own  con* 
dud  too  infamous  to  bear  examination,  by  alarming 
them  with  the  arts  and  forgeries  of  Jefuits ;  and  by  re- 
prefenting  an  attack  upon  the  author  of  the  Hiftory  of 
the  Popes,  to  mean  nothing  lefs  than  an  attack  upon 

the  Proteftant  religion.  However,  1  have  too  good 

an  opinion  of  my  countrymen  to  think  that  many  of 
them  can  be  impofed  upon,  at  all,  or  that  any  of  them 

can 
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can  be  impofed  upon  long,  by  this  fhuffling  demand 
of  Proteftant  evidence,  which  refembles  much  that  cu- 
rious argument  which  Lord  Bolingbroke  urges  againft 
the  credibility  of  the  Mofaic  Hiltory,  that  it  is  not 
confirmed  to  us  by  cotemporary  Pagan  evidence^  tho  ic 
is  well  known  that  no  luch  evidence  could  exift. 

But  what  will  Mr.  B.  fay,  if  we  fhould  be  able  to 
find  out  an  evidence  according  to  his  own  heart;  an 
evidence  whofe  zeal  for  the  Proteftant  religion  he  will 

not  venture  to  impeach  ?  1  mean  no  other  perfon 

than  himfelf.  Surely  he  will  not  raife  the  cry  of  Popery 
againft  fo  fincere  a  convert  and  yet  this  very  perfon 
hath  acknowledged  fo  much  of  the  principal  tranfadlion 
mentioned  in  the  letters,  as  muft  create  ftrong  pre- 
fumptions  that  the  whole  charge  is  founded  in  truth. 

The  letters  having  acquainted  the  world  that  Mr.  B, 
many  years  after  he  came  into  England y  was  upon 
fuch  a  footing  of  intimacy  with  his  old  brethren  the 
JefuitSy  as  to  put  his  money  into  their  hands ;  he  was 
afraid,  while  he  boldly  aflerted  the  forgery  of  the 
letters,  to  aflert  that  no  fuch  money  tranfadion  had 
happened  ;  well  knowing  that  the  truth  of  it  might 
be  proved  by  authentic  papers  and  unexceptionable 
evidence.    It  was  neceflary  for  him  ,  therefore ,  to 
confefs,  as  I  am  informed,  he  hath  done  to  his  ac- 
quaintances, that,  indeed,  he  did  lend  a  fum  of  money 
to  one  Hilly  but  that  he  took  it  out  of  his  hands  again 
fo  foon  as  he  found  him  out  to  be  a  Papijl  and  Jefuif, 
Here  then  I  would  afk  any  impartial  inquirer,  is  it  a 
likely  ftory  that  Mr.  B.  or  any  man  of  common  fenfe, 
would  lend  1350  /.  perhaps  all  that  he  was  worth  in 
the  world,  to  one,  whom  he  knew  nothing  about  ^ 
This  queftion  occurs,  upon  hearing  that  he  hath  pre- 
tended ignorance  of  Mr.  HiWs  real  chara(5ler.    But  rs 
it  pofiible  that  he  could  be  ignorant  of  this  ?  Father 
Hill  the  Jefuity  chaplain  to  the  Bavarian  minifter, 
was,  as  I  have  learnt  upon  enquiry,  a  very  noted  man 
in  his  way.    And  I  leave  it  to  the  confideration  of  the 
moft  zealous  of  Mr.  B.'^s  friends,  whether  it  can  be  fup- 
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pofed  poffible  that  he,  who  was  a  Jefuit  himfclfi 
Ihould  not  know  one  of  the  mod  noted  Jefuits  in 
London  ;  that  he  fhould  be  in  company  with  him,  al- 
moft  every  day,  at  Ltwis\  Ihop,  and  have  fuch  an 
intimacy  with  him  as  to  lend  him  his  money,  and  yet, 
all  the  while,  not  know  that  he  was  the  agent,  or,  as 
they  call  it,  the  Procurator         Jefuits  in  England? 

But  as  I  would  not  willingly  mifreprefent  Mr.  B*Sy 
own  relation  of  this  Jlrange  tranfaclion ,  it  is  but 
equitable  to  mention,  that  while  he  hath  to  fome  of 
his  acquaintances  pretended  ignorance  of  Hill*s  pro- 
fcffion,  to  others  he  has  not  denied  that  he  knew  him 
to  be  what  he  was  when  he  lent  him  the  money, 
but  hath  faid  that  it  was  none  of  his  bufinefs  to  be  fcru- 
pulous  about  lending  his  money  to  a  Jefuit^  while  he 
had  good  fecurity  for  it.-  What  fecurity  then  did 
Hill  give  him  i  It  is  very  remarkable  that  when  this 
queftion  was  put  to  him,  by  fome  of  his  friends  (one 
of  whom  was  a  gentleman  whofe  labours  both  as  a 
divine  and  as  a  polite  fcholar  juftly  recommend  him 
to  the  favour  of  the  public)  his  anfwer  to  them  was, 
ihat  he  had  forgot.  Strange  !  that  Mr.  5'j  memory 
Ihould  be  fo  faithful,  as  it  was  upon  this  occafion,  to 
remember  all  the  triffling  circumftances  of  his  ftory, 
and  yet,  be  fo  treacherous  as  to  forget  the  only 
circumftance  worth  remembering,  and  which,  indeed, 
it  cannot  be  fuppofed  he  has  forgot  without  forgetting 
that  the  money  was  lent  at  all  I  He  hath  been  very  par- 
ticular in  defcribing  his  intention  of  lending  his  money 
to  the  truftees  for  rebuilding y^?;^^  church  in  the  city  ; 
he  hath  recollected  his  being  too  late  for  that  fubfcrip- 
tion  ;  he  remembers  meeting  Mr.  Hill  at  Mr.  Lewises 
Ihop  (at  other  times  the  fizene  hath  been  laid  at  Garra- 
wafs  Coffee- Houfe)  and  his  complaining  to  him  of  this 
difappointment,  and  HiWs  telling  him  that  he  could 
get  him  an  annuity  upon  the  fame  terms  with  thofe 
offered  by  the  truflees  of  the  city  church:  all  thefe  minute 
particulars  he  hath  retained  in  his  memory,  but  when 
afked  what  fecurity  Hill  gave  him, this  effential  part  of  the 

tranf- 
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tranfa6i:ion,it  feemSjWas  not  worth  remembering.— And 
yet,  if  I  can  put  any  confidence  in  my  information,  aC 
other  times  Mr.5.  in  relating  this  myflerious  tranfadlion, 
hath  remembered  that  he  had,  from  /////,  fecurity  upoa 
ftock  which  ftood  in  the  funds  in  the  name  of  a  lady, 
I  am  far  from  charging  all  thefe  inccnfiftencies  upon 
him  but  it  is  certain  that  his  own  confefTion  as  to 
the  money  tranfadion,  hath  been  very  differently  rQ- 
prefented,  by  different  peribns,  all  pretending  to  have 
heard  it  from  himfelf.  And,  therefore,  it  is  incumbent 
upon  him  to  publifh  a  narrative  of  the  whole  matter, 
and  to  tell  a  ftory  to  which  he  will  hold  his  face  :  par- 
ticularly he  fhould  acquaint  the  public  whether  Mr. 
Hill  was  principal  in  the  affair,  or  only  agent;  whofe 
name  was  fubfcribed  to  the  bond  what  ftock  he 
had  his  fecurity  upon,  whether  the  Bank^  the  India^ 
or  the  South  Sea  ;  what  was  the  lady's  name  in  which 
this  flock  flood  ;  and  in  v/hat  year  the  bargain  was 
concluded,  A  narrative  of  this  kind  would  put  it  in 
the  power  of  the  public  to  come  at  truth  5  and  unlefs 
fuch  a  narrative  be  given,  it  will  be  impofilble  for 
him  to  hinder  any  candid  enquirer  from  being  of 
opinion,  that  the  truth  of  a  capital  point  mentioned  in 
the  letters  is  confirmed  by  his  own  evidence,  and  that 
he  hath  owned  enough  already,  to  make  every  one 
believe  there  is  much  more  behind,  which  he  dares 
not  own. 

If  Mr.  own  confeffion,  that  he  lent  money  to 
Father  Hill^  fhould  be  thought  to  be  no  proof  of  his 
having  put  this  money  into  the  hands  of  the  Jefuits^ 
the  evidences  which  I  now  fhall  offer  will  put  the 
certainty  of  this  tranfadlion  beyond  all  poflibility  of 
doubt.  In  reprefenting  thefe  evidences  I  fhall  not 
take  upon  me  to  range  them  fo  as  to  make  them  ap- 
pear to  the  greateft  advantage,  but  fhall  communicate 
them  to  the  world  in  the  fame  order  in  which  they 
were  firfl  difcovered. 

Upon  reading  the  letters  every  one  will  obferve 
that  if  they  be  genuine  it  is  highly  probable  that 

collateral 
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collateral  proofs  exift,  particularly  with  regard  to 
the  money.  For  it  was  impoflible  that  a  tranfadtion 
of  that  kind  could  be  carried  on  without  writings : 
feme  of  which,  even  at  the  diftance  of  fo  many  years, 
it  was  likely  might  be  preferved.    When  Sir  // — y 

B  d  firft  fhewed  the  letters,  tho  he  knew,  in  general, 

that  fuch  evidence  of  their  genuinenels  might  be  gor, 
he  was  much  in  the  dark  as  to  the  particulars.  He  had 
neither  learnt  the  amount  of  the  fum  lent  by  Mr.  B. 
nor  the  time  when  it  was  lent,  nor  when  it  was  repaid. 
Not  fuppofmg  it  poffible  that  (imilitude  of  hands  could 
be  deemed  no  proof,  he  had  looked  about  for  no  other 
proof  of  the  genuinenefs  of  the  letters  befides  themfclves. 
But  a  gentleman  to  whom  he  fhewed  them  above  a  year 
ago,  obferving  that  they  contained  nothing  but  obfcure 
hints,  and  imperfedl  references  about  the  money  tranfac- 
tion,  thought  the  fubjed  too  curious  not  to  be  well 
worth  inquiring  into.  He  accordingly  applied  to  ihtje^ 
fuits  for  information,  and  received  the  following  letcer, 
the  fa6ts  contained  in  which  I  have  already  made  ufe  of. 

<  Sir, 

*  By  letter  I  received  by  this  day's  mail  from  Car- 

<  teret  now  in  Flanders^  I  am  defired  to  prefent  his 

*  compliments  to  you,  and  to  acquaint  you,  that  Mr. 
«  Arch,  B  r  according  to  the  late  Mr.  H/7/'s  ac- 

<  count  books,  21ft  of  Auguji  1741  paid  late  Mr. 

*  Shirburn  the  fum  of  iioo/.  for  which  he  was  to 

*  have  an  annuity  for  life,  at  the  rate  of  feven  per 

<  cent.    Item,  27  February  1741,  he  paid  ditto  the 

*  fum  of  150/.  for  a  life-rent  to  commence  that  day  at 
«  7/.  per  cent.     Item  6th  Augtijl  1743,  he  paid 

*  ditto  the  fum  of  100/.  for  an  annuity  at  7  /.  per 

*  cent,  to  commence   2jtb  fame  month,  when  all 

<  the  annuities  were  reduced  into  one  of  94 /.  10  s. 

*  to  be  paid  half-yearly,  for  which  he  had  a  bond. 

*  And  on  the  lotb  of  June  1747,  after  a  deduftion 
«  had  been  made,  Mr.  Arch,  B  r  was  paid  in 

*  full 
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full  principal  of  his  bond  the  fum  of  1152/.  10/. 
lid.  and  the  bond  delivered  to  Mr.  HilL 

I  am.  Sir, 

Tour  very  humble  Servant 

24th  M^j  1755.  7.  P — 2 

At  Mr.  Wright's,  Banker,  Convent-Garden. 

The  above  letter,  the  original  of  which,  with  the 
Polt  mark  upon  it,  I  have  had  in  my  hands,  many- 
months  ago,  was  written  at  a  time  when  there  was 
not  the  lead  appearance  of  this  affair's  being  made 
public  to  the  world,  and  upon  inquiry  it  appears  that 
Mr.  P — z  the  writer  of  it  is  a  Jefuit,  who  fucceeded 
Mr.  Hill,  who  died  about  three  years  ago,  as  agent 
or  procurator  of  the  order  in  England,  and,  by  virtue 
of  that  ftation,  is  now  in  pofleffion  of  Mr.  HiWs  ac- 
count books,  in  which  Mr.  B^s  acceptance  of  an  an- 
nuity from  father  Shireburn,  provincial  of  the  Jefuits 
ftands  recorded  fo  authentically,  that,  after  this  fadt 
is  known,  1  cannot  fuppofe  the  prejudices  of  his 
friends  to  be  fo  ftrong  as  that  they  Ihould  flill  doubt, 
or  his  own  boldnefs  to  be  fo  extravagant  as  he  fhould 
ftill  deny,  that  he  correfponded  with  Jefuits  fince  he 
came  to  England, 

Were  there  no  other  evidence  befides  this  money 
tranfadion,  to  corroborate  the  genuinenefs  of  the  let- 
ters, it  would  be  decifive  in  the  judgment  of  good 
fenfe  and  impartiality.  Mr.  B,  to  ufe  his  own  words 
upon  a  folemn  occafion,  in  very  many  companies  fince 
his  coming  to  England  hath  exprejfed  the  utmoft  abhorrence 
of  the  injujtice  and  cruelty  of  the  Inquijition  {a)  5  and  the 

utmojl 

{a)  Tho'  this  was  Mr.  B*s  general  topic  to  Proteftants, 
once  he  forgot  himfelf,  when  he  told  a  noble  Lord  who  wears 
a  red  ribbon,  that  the  Englijh  entertained  very  wrong  notions 
if  the  Inquifition.    For  that  there  was  no  court  upon  earth 

^  tool^ 


(  66  ; 

titmoft  contempt  and  dijlike  of  the  fuperfliticns  pra^ifed 
VI ^  and  authorized  by,  the  Rcmijh  religion^  as  jivtral  cf 
thefe  with  whom  he  then  lived  are  ready  to  atteft,  Ar.d 
the  fame  perlons  can  alTo  acted,  that  he  uied  to  re- 
prcfent  his  life  as  being  in  the  utmoft  danger  tn  ni 
Foptjh  aflaffinations,  attempts  to  poifon  him,  and 
fchemes  to  kidnap  him.  Mud  it  not  therefore  amaze 
thofe  gentlemen  who  ufed  to  hear  our  convert  talking 
in  this  manner,  to  find  it  authentically  proved,  that 
at  the  very  time  while  he  was  thus  amuhng  his  pro- 
teftant  fri'.  nds,  he  was  fo  intimatiiy  connefted  with 
the  and  repofed  fuch  confidence  in  the  foclety, 

as  lO  rrufi  the  Provincial  with  a  large  fum  f'f  money, 
perhaps  all  that  he  was  worth  in  the  world  •,  and, 
what  is  ftill  more  extraordinary,  to  truft  this  money, 
upon  condition  of  having  an  annuity  paid  to  him,  by 
which  bargaiij,  he  ga  e  thofe,  whom  he  charged 
with  defigns  againft  his  lire,  this  additional  motive 
to  put  them  in  execution  ? — Even  tho'  Mr.  B's  edu- 
cation, and  former  condud  had  been  unitorn.dy  i  ro- 
teftant,  his  trufting  his  whole  fortune,  in  the  hands 
of  the  Jefuits^  upon  no  other  fecurity  but  a  bond  from 
their  Provincial,  would  have  looked  fufpicious.  But 
when  we  refled  that  he  was  hin  felf  a  Prieft  and  a  je- 
Juit^  is  it  pofilble  to  take  a  view  of  him  laying  at 
the  feet  of  the  Provincial  of  the  Jejuits  all  that  he 

took  fuch  pains  to  come  at  truth  :  that  the  utmoft  care  was 
ufed  to  prevent  any  accufed  perfon  from  fufFering  through 
malice  or  refentment,  by  making  the  ftridcft  inquiries,  before 
a  witnefs  was  admitted  againft  him,  whether  there  ever  had 
been  any  quarrel  between  them  or  any  reaCon  to  fu<pe6l  that 
the  information  proceeded  from  ill-will,  in  which  cafe  no  re- 
gard was  paid  to  it.  This  charailer  given  of  the  Inquifitioa 

by  one  who  had,  fo  frequently,  in  very  many  companies  ex- 
frejfed  the  utyncft  abhorrence  of  the  injujiice  and  cruelty  of  It,  as 
it  lurprized  the  nobie  perfon  who  had  it  from  5's  own  mouth, 
fo  will  it  be  a  frefti  inftance  ot  the  great  weight  which  every 
tiling  ought  to  have,  that  is  affinncd  or  denyed  by  this  con- 
fiftent  evidence. 
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had  gained  fince  his  coming  to  England^  and  accept- 
ing ot  an  annuity  from  the  pui  lc  ot  the  order  and 
yet  to  confider  him  as  the  fincere  convert  to  Protel- 
tantifm  ?  —  In  a  word,  B*s  putting  this  money  into 
the  hands  ot  Father  Shirelurn  in  the  years  i74i> 
1742  and  1743,  muft  i'  chne  every  lover  of  truth  to 
beheve,  that  it  he  was  7tot  readmirtrd  into  favor  with 
his  fuperiors  at  that  time,  he  was  fi  icere  in  his  de- 
fire  to  be  fo and,  co  fequently,  the  genuinenefs  of 
his  correfpondence  with  Father  Sheldon  is  put  upon 
fuch  a  footing,  as  muft  confound  impudence  ftagger 
prejudice,  and  give  full  convidlion  to  the  unbiaifed 
Inquirer. 

As,  therefore,  Mr.  B's  money  tranfa6lion  with  the 
JefuitSy  if  properly  authenticated^  will  be  fo  decifive 
upon  the  pr  fent  occafion,  I  fhall  nosv  proceed  to  lay 
before  the  Pnhlic  luch  demonftrarive  proofs  of  it,  as 
muft  fatisfy  thofe,  if  there  be  any  fuch,  who  may  be  in- 
chned  to  doubt  the  genuineneis  of  the  exrrads  from 
Father  Hill\  account  books.  Mr.  B.  in  his  confeflion 
about  the  money  made  in  private  to  his  friends,  having 
pretended  that  he  did  not  know  into  whofe  hands  it 
was  put  by  Hill^  it  happens  unfortunately  for  him, 
that  this  pretence  can  be  difproved  in  the  moft  ftrik- 
ing  manner.  For  the  fame  perfon  who  is  in  pof- 
feffion  of  Father  Hill's  books  hath  lately  found  (^^), 
amongft  his  papers  ,  the  following  receipts  ,  fi^ncd 
by  Mr.  ^ — r,  and  all  written  with  his  own  hand, 
except  two ,  which  are  in  a  hand-writing  known 
to  be  that  of  Father  Hill.  Thefe  receipts  are  now 
in  pofieflion  of  Sir  H — y  B  — d,  and  the  following 
may  be  looked  upon  as  an  exact  copy. 

(i)  Received  this  day,  2j  February  ly^i^  the  fum 
of  35  pounds  ten  (hillinj^s  in  tull  of  halt  a  year's  an- 

{b)  Thcfe  receipts  were  found  amongft  Hiirs  Papers 
about  a  month  or  fix  weeks  ago.  The  four  laft  v/erc  found 
fome  days  before  the  other  live. 
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nuity  due  to  me  the  217?.  current  (c),  as  wltnefs 
my  hand 

4  dB  r, 

(2)  22i  September  1742,  received  then  of  Mr. 
^hireburn^  thirty  eight  pounds  10  J.  in  full  of  one 
half  year's  annuity,  due  to  me  the  21/?  of  Auguft  laft, 
and  five  pounds  5  s.  in  full  of  another  half  year's  an- 
nuity due  the  2jth  of  ditto  (d)  in  all  forty  three  pounds 
15  J.  1  lay  received  the  fame  by  the  han(5s  of  Mr.  John 
Hill  by  me 

B  r. 

(3)  CO  S^'^  March  174^  received  then  of  Mr.  Charles 
Shireburn  by  the  hands  ot  Mr.  John  Hilly  thirty  eight 
pounds  iqs,  in  full  of  half  a  year's  annuity  due  the  %  2d 
of  February  laft,  and  five  pounds  5  j.  in  full  of  half  a 
yeai's  annuity  due  the  27/^  of  the  fame  in  all  43/. 

I  43  -'^S  4  dB  r. 


(4)  Received  of  Mr.  Charles  Shireburn  by  the  hands 
of  Mr.  Hill  the  fum  of  47/.  5  j.  being  half  a  year's 

i^c)  Tliis  receipt  agrees  remarkably  with  the  extract  from 
father  HiW s  books.  The  iioo  /.  was  paid  on  the  2iy?  of 
Auguji  1741,  and  confequently  the  half  year's  annuity  was 
due  February  1\JI^  :ind  a.t  j  per  cent  y  amounts  exactly  to 
38  /.  10/. 

(ei)  It  appears  from  Father  HHPs  books,  that  B^s  fecond 
payment  of  150  /.  was  made  February  27,  1 741  ;  confe- 
quently on  AuguJl  27,  1742,  one  half  year's  annuity  for  this 
fum  was  due,  and  five  pounds  live  fhi 'lings  as  is  mentioned 
ill  this  receipt,  is  exa6^:ly  the  fum  which  150/.  at  7  /.  per 
(ent^  produces  for  half  a  year. 

[e)  This  and  the  fore[;oing  receipt  are  the  two  which  are 
only  figned  by  Mr.  the  other  feven  being  all  written  in  his 
Qwn  hand, 
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annuity  C/}due  the  lytb  of  February  laft,  wiinefs  my 
hand,  this      day  of  April  1744.  Witncrs  my  hand 

A  d  B  r. 

317?  05lcher  1744, 

(5)  Received  of  Mr.  Shirehurn  from  the  hands  of 
Mr.  Hill  the  fum  of  forty  feven  pounds  five  fhillings 
in  full  of  half  a  year's  annuity  due  the  twenty  fcventh 
of  Auguft.    Received,  I  fay,  by  me 

A  d  B  r. 

(6)  Received  of  Mr.  Hill  the  fum  of  forty  feven 
pounds  five  fhillingSj  in  full  of  half  a  year's  annuity, 
due  to  me  on  the  27th  oi Auguft  laft,  from  the  repre- 
fentatives  of  Mr.  Charles  Shirehurn ,  as  witnefs  my 
hand,  this  third  day  of  September^  ^74-5' 

A  dB  r. 

("])  27  Ma'^ch  1746,  received  of  Mr.  Hill  the  fum 
of  twenty  three  pounds  twelve  lliillings,  and  fix- 
pence,  being  the  quarter's  annuity  due  the  27th  of  laft 
February, 

A  dB  r. 

(8^  September  3d.  1746.  Received  this  day  of  Mr. 
Sheldon  by  the  hands  of  Mr.  Hill  the  fum  of  forty  fe- 
ven pounds  five  fhillings  being  in  full  of  half  a  year's 
annuity,  due  the  27th  of  Auguft  laft.  Received,  I 
fay,  by  me 

A  d  B  r. 

(9)  March  24..  1747.  Received  of  Mr.  Hill  the 
fum  of  forty  feven  pounds  five  fhillings  in  full  of 

if)  Mr.  B.  having,  according  to  Father  HilV s  books, 
made  his  laft  payment  of  100/.  and  received  a  bond  for  the 
whole  furn  of  1350/.  to  be  paid  for  it  an  annuity  of  94  /.  10  j. 
to  commence  from  the  i']ih  of  Augujl  1743,  this  agrees  re- 
markably vi^ith  the  receipt  before  us ;  forty  feven  pounds  five 
{hillings  being  the  half  year's  annuity,  and  becoming  due  on  the 
l-jtk  of  February 
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Haif  a  year's  annuity  due  to  me  the  27th  of  Febru- 
ary laft  pafl:.    Received,  I  fay,  by 

A  d  B  r. 

Can  then  this  A — d  B — r,  in  fpite  of  all  this  evi- 
dence, have  the  confidence  to  perfift  in  his  tale,  which 
ha-h,  it  feems,  fatisfied  his  good  friends,  that  he  was 
unacquainted  with  the  deltination  of  the  money, 
which  he  owns  to  have  lent  to  Father  Hili  ?  Doth  it 
not  appear  under  his  own  hanJ,  fo  frequently  re- 
peated, that  he  knew  tha.t  Hi ii  acted  as  agent  in  this 
affair  for  the  Provincial  of  the  Jefuits  ?  Doth  he  not 
own  the  receipt  of  his  annuity  from  Father  Shrreburn 
the  Provincial,  with  whom,  according  to  Hiirs 
books,  he  made  the  bargain  ?  Doth  he  not  fign  a  re- 
ceipt for  the  fame  annuity  mentioning  as  the  repre- 
fentacive  of  Father  Shirehurn  that  very  Sheldon  with 
whom  he  lo  folemn  y  denies  that  he  ever  had  any 
correfpondence  ?  Fads  fuch  as  thefe  are  ftubborn, 
and  not  be  trifled  with  ;  and  when  the  reader  has 
had  them  placed  before  him,  he  will  not  at  all  won- 
der that  a  profound  fil  nce  about  them  hath  been  ob- 
ferved  by  the  w^orthy  hiitorian,  in  that  extraordinary 
performance,  dated  the  31ft  of  May^  on  which  he 
hath  refred  his  defence.  Whether,  after  duely  attend- 
ing to  the  force  of  the  proofs  which  I  have  laid  be- 
fore the  Public,  any  of  the  gentlemen  who  have  heard 
B.  give  his  account  of  the  money  tranfadion  can  per- 
fift  in  having  any  opinion  of  his  veracity,  will  ap- 
pear from  the  part,  which  they  fhall  think  proper  to 
take,  upon  this  appeal  to  the  zvorld.  I  fhall  only  add, 
that  the  'impar  ial  reader,  who  knows  nothing  more 
of  B.  but  that  he  hath  affumed  the  charader  of  a  fuf- 
ferer  for  confcieiice  fake,  will  look  upon  it  as  extreme- 
ly probab  e,  that  the  perfon  who  could  accept  of  an  an- 
nuity from  one  Provincia  of  the  Jefuits^  fhould  write 
letters  to  a  fubfequent  Provincial  about  this  affair  j 

and 
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and  that  while  the  genuinenefs  of  the  above  receipts 
ftands  unimpeached,  it  will  be  of  Jittle  fervice  toward* 
the  clearing  up  of  B*s  charader,  tho'  he  fhould  be 
able  (as  I  am  afraid  he  never  can)  to  afTign  one  fingie 
proof,  befides  that  of  lys  own  unfupported  affirma- 
tion, tha  the  letters  produced  by  Sir  H — y  B — d 
are  forged. 

The  genuinenefs  ot  the  Receipts  being  then  fo  ftrik- 
ing  a  confirmation  ot  the  genuinenefs  of  the  Letters, 
I  make  no  doubt  that  Mr.  B.  and  his  friends  will  en- 
deavour to  evade  the  evidence  refuking  trom  them  b/ 
reprefenting  them  as  the  production  of  the  fame  hand 
who  wrote  the  letters,  and  forged  for  the  fame  pur- 
pofes  •,  and  fuch  is  the  force  ot  prejudice  in  weak  and 
ignorant  minds,  that  perhaps,  if  fuch  a  defence  were 
made,  it  might  be  fatisfadory  to  fome.  But  unfor- 
tunately for  Mr.  B.  and  fortunately  lor  the  caufe  of 
truth,  which  fooner  or  later  always  will  prevail,  all 
pretence  for  this  kind  of  defence  is  precluded  by 
the  following  very  remarkable  particulars. 

Father/////  who  joined  together  the  two  feeming^y 
inconfnlent  proleflions  oijefuit  znd  Attmey^  ufed  to 
keep  his  current  cafh  (large  fums  pafTing  through  his 
hands^^  at  the  fhop  of  Mr.  IVrig'  t  Banker  in  Hen- 
rietta Street^  Covent-Garden^  by  which  means,  he  fre- 
quently gave  thofe  who  had  demands  upon  him, 
draughts  upon  Mr  Wright,  which  was  the  fame  as 
ready  money.  And  this  actually  happeneth  to  be  the 
cafe  in  the  affair  now  under  conficeration,  fo  that 
Mr  Wright's  books  ftand  a  lalting  record  that  the 
above  receipts  are  genuine  and  confequently  that  the 
Proteftant  Hijicnan,  after  he  had  been  in  tngland  at 
lead  twenty  years,  was  fo  clofsly  conneded  with  the 
Provincials  of  the  Jefuits^  as  to  receive  an  annuity 
from  them. 


The 
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The  following  extrads  from  Mr.  IVrighth  books 
may  be  depended  upon,  and  the  reader  is  defired  to 
compare  them  With  the  receipts  already  produced. 

(1)  On  the  23d  of  September  1742  thefum  of  43  /. 
1 5  J.  was  paid  to  Mr.  Archibald  B — r,  by  order 
from  Mr.  HilL 

(2)  On  the  3d  of  April  1744,  the  fuiri  of  47  /.  5  j. 
was  paid  to  ditto,  by  order  of  Ditto. 

(3)  On  the  3 1  ft  of  OElober  1744,  the  fum  of  47  1. 
5  J.  was  paid  to  ditto,  by  order  of  ditto. 

(4)  On  the  3d  of  September  1745,  the  fum  of  47  /. 
5  J.  was  paid  to  ditto,  by  order  ot  ditto, 

(5)  On  the  27th  of  March  1746,  the  fum  of 
twenty  three  pounds  twelve  fliillings  and  fixpence 
were  paid  to  ditto,  by  order  of  ditto. 

(6)  On  the  24th  of  March  174!-,  the  fum  of  47  /. 
5  J.  was  paid  to  ditto,  by  order  of  ditto. 

The  original  draught  for  this  laft  payment  hap- 
pens to  be  ftill  preferved,  and  is  as  follows. 

24/;^  March  i74-f. 

Mr.  Wright^ 

Pay  to  Mr.  A  d  B  r,  or  bearer  forty  fevcn 

pounds  5  J,  and  place  it  to  the  account  of  your 
humble  Servant 

John  HilL 


From  thefe  remarkable  articles,  agreeing,  as  far 
as  they  go,  fo  minutely  with  the  receipts,  it  appears 
that  in  order  to  acquit  Mr.  B,  of  a  very  fufpicious 
correfpondence  with  the  JefuitSy  he  and  his  iriends 

(if 
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(if  he  can  have  any  friends  after  this  evidence  is  mad^ 
pubHc)  muft  to  the  forgery  of  the  extradls  from  Fa- 
ther Hiirs  books,  to  forgery  of  the  nine  receipts, 
add  alfo  the  Forgery  of  the  hooks  of  an  eminent  Banker y 
and  what  is  flill  more,  x\\t 'perjury  of  the  book  keeper 
who,  as  I  am  informed,  remembers  to  have  paid 
the  above  fums  into  5'j  own  hands.  But  bold  as 
this  man  is  in  his  aflertions,  and  fatisfied  as  he 
muft  be,  from  experience,  that  he  is  fo  fortunate  as 
to  have  friends  who  put  an  implicit  confidence  in 
his  word,  he  hath  had  the  prudence,  to  avoid  faying 
any  thing  to  the  PubHc,  of  a  tranfa<5lion  which  he 
was  confcious  could  be  fo  well  authenticated  as  this  of 
purchafmg  an  annuity  from  the  Jefuits,  He  might 
flatter  himfclf  that  the  zeal  of  his  friends  w^ould  find 
no  proof  in  fimilitude  of  hands,  that  Popijh  Priejis 
would  either  be  filent,  or  if  they  told  tales  about  him, 
would  not  be  believed  ;  but  the  books  of  a  Banker^ 
which  he  knew  could  be  produced  againft  him,  was  a 
kind  of  evidence  too  ftubborn  to  be  impeached,  by  his 
own  effrontery,  and  too  ftrong  to  be  refifted  by  the 
credulity  of  others. 

After  having  confirmed  fo  authentically  ihz  principal 
tranfa5iion  treated  about  in  the  fix  letters  to  Father 
Sheldon^  many  of  my  readers  will,  1  make  no  doubt, 
be  fatisfied  that  enough  hath  been  faid  to  fhew  that  they 
are  genuine.  But  as  one  of  thefe  letters  reprefents  Mr. 
B  as  offering  his  fervice  to  his  Jefuit  fuperiors,  and 
takes  notice  of  a  negotiation  carried  on  between  him  and 
Mr  Retz,  the  general  of  the  order,  by  the  means  of  Mr. 
^Carteret^  1  fhall  now  proceed  to  corroborate  this  <?^«//i?/ 
particular,  by  the  evidence,  of  almoft  the  onlyperfon, 

befidcs  Mr.  B.  who  could  know  its  truth  1  mean 

by  the  evidence  of  Father  Carteret  himfelf. 

Perhaps  the  death  of  Mr.  Carteret ,  in  March 
or  April  laft,  hath  encouraged  Mr.  B   r  fo  per- 
emptorily to  deny  ,  what  he  hoped  could  not  be 
proved  by  any  other  perfon.    But  Carteret^  though 

he 
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he  be  dead,  ftill  fpeaketh  ;  for  he  lived  long  enough* 
attcT  Mr.  B*s  Letters  to  Father  Sheldon  were  produced, 
to  give  a  rnoft  remarkable  atteltation  to  their  genuine- 
nels  —As  a  man  of  family,  of  learnino,  and  abilities, 
"With  an  irreproachable  private  charadler,  he  was  ad- 
micred,  rho' me  Provincial  of  the  Jc/a//j,  to  the  acqu  ain- 
tance ot  Proreitants  of  the  hignelt  rank  Upon  his 
b^iingafked,  fome  little  time  brtore  his  death,  by  a  noble 
D'lke,  what  he  knew  of  the  connexions  between  £. 
and  the  Je/uiis  in  England^  his  confidence  in  his 
Grace's  protection  getting  the  better  of  his  apprehen- 
fions  of  bringing  hmjf  Ir  into  any  danger,  he  owned 
to  his  Grace,  that,  at  Mr  B^s  earneft  requeft^  he  had  car- 
rtea  on  the  negotiation  between  him  and  the  General  of 
the  order:  by  this  declaration  confirming  moil  exprefbly 
that  part  of  the  firff  letter  where  B.  lays,  I  have  recei- 
ved a  letter  from  Mr  Carteret^  in  Mr,  Retz^s  name^ 
who  dtfires  to  know  what  Province  will  he  moji  to  my 
Satisfaction. 

But  Father  Carteret^  btfides  carrying  on  5's  nego- 
tiation vvith  Rome^  had  alfo  done  another  fignal  piece 

of  lervice  to  his  penitent  brother  being  the  very  per- 

fon  who  readmitted  him^  in  a  formal  manner^  into  the 
order.  This  was  done,  at  Londcn^  Ibmetime  before  the 
battle  of  Fontenoy  {g  )  \  Mr.  Carteret,  not  long  before 
his  death,  having,  to  leveral  of  his  acquaintances,  men- 
tioned the  fad,  and  fixed  the  date  of  it  as  above. 

If  Father  Carteret^s  reputation  as  a  man  of  veracity 
fhouid  not  fecure  him  from  the  charge  of  giving  2ifalfe 
teftimony^  and  his  atteftation  fliould  not  have  any  weight 
wirh  the  world,  either  becaufe  he  was  a  Jefuit,  or  be- 
cauie  he  is  dead  *,  the  famr  objections  cannot  be  made 
to  the  following  narrative  of  Mrs.  Hoy.es,  widow  of 
Mr.  Hoyles,  a  Printer,  now  liv  ng  in  Great -Wyld- 
Street ,  h'ncoln' s-Inn-Fields  ;  taken  from  her  own 
mouth,  June  the  \fi   1756,   which,  1  believe,  will 

[g)  This  batde  was  fought  on  the  30th  April  1745. 


amaze 
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amaze  the  Public,  as  much  as  it  will  confound  Mr.' 
B  r. 

*  Mrs.  Hoyles  fays,  that  her  acquaintance  with  Mr* 

*  B  began  in  the  year  1727  or  .  728,  on  the  following 

*  occafion.  She  was  defirt-cl  by  Mrs.  Mary  Sutton  (then 

*  fervant  to  Mrs.  Fleawood,  aunt  to  Mr,  Fleetwood 

*  mafier  ot  Drury-Lane  Play-houfe)  to  allow  her  to 

*  meet  Mr.  B  ar  the  apartment  of  Mrs.  Hoyles  to  drink 

*  a  difh  of  M  .  B.  then  m:iking  his  addrefles  to 
'  Mrs.  Sutton^  and  pafiiog,  by  her  account  to  Mrs, 

*  Hoyles^  lor  a  merchant  in  good  circumftances.  They 

*  accordingly  met  feveral  times  at  Mrs. /i/^'/^j's  apart- 

*  meiu,  and  he  appeared  vaftly  fond  of  her  ;  bur,  at 

*  lalf,  complained  to  Mrs.  Hoyles  and  her  Hufband, 

*  that  flic  would  not  marry  him.    Mrs.  Hoyles  prefled 

*  her  to  marry  him,  and  (he  faid  that  he  could  not 

*  marry  for  he  was  a  Knight  of  Malta^  and  had  made 

*  the  lame  vows  as  if  he  had  been  a  Prieft.  Upon 
'  that  Mrs.  Hoyles  faid  that,  if  they  could  not  marry* 

*  they  (hould  not  meet  any  more  at  her  apartment ; 
'  and  that  upon  htr  talking  to  him  about  the  Knights 
'  of  Malta^  he  drew  his  iword,  and  fhewed  her  how 

*  thefe  Knights  flood  when  the  gofpel  was  read. 

'  Ml.  5.  calling  frequently  upon  Mrs,  Hoyles^  on 

*  the  occafion  of  this  Mrs.  Sutton^  who  was  a  catholic, 

*  he  and  Mrs.  Hoyles  (who  was  at  that  time  a  Protef- 

*  tant,  as  all  her  relations  ftill  are)  had  feveral  dif- 

*  courfes  about  religion,  and  (he  told  him  (he  wonder- 
'  cd  a  man  of  his  good  fenfe  could  be  of  a  religion  fo 

*  full  of  fuperftition  and  bigotry,  and  afked  him  if 
'*  ever  he  had  read  Archbijhop  'Ttllotfon^s  \tTV[\ons.  His 

*  anfwer  was,  that  ^illotfon  was  a  mere  fophifier  •,  and 

*  with  an  air  of  contempt  faid,  that  he  could  eafily 

*  confute  him,  or  words  to  that  effcd:,  and  wijhed  he 
'  could  think  fo  well  of  the  Protejiant  religion  as  fhe  did 

*  In  his  difcourfes  with  her  upon  this  fubjedl,  he  put  the 

*  rife  of  the  Protejiant  religion  in  fuch  a  lights  that  he 

*  gave  her  fcruples, which  made  her  very  uneafy.  About 

'  three 
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three  years  after  fhe  became  a  catholic,  unknown  to 
her  Hufbind,  which  ftep  gave  great  uneafinefs  to 
him  and  all  her  own  relations.  Afcer  this  happened 
Mr.  B.  coming  frequently  to  her  houfe,  had  feveral 
converfations  v/ich  her  hufbind  about  religion,  Mr.  5. 
with  all  the  jlrength  cf  argument  defending  the  fide  of 
the  Catholics.  And  in  about  five  years  Mr.  Hoylcs 
alfo  became  a  catholic.  Mr,  B,  upon  this  event, 
congratulated  them  both,  and  hoped  that  his  having 
been  inftrumental  in  bringing  it  about,  would  make 
Tome  atonement  for  his  own  negls6l  of  his  duty,  or 
to  that  effed.—  Mrs.  Hoyles  never  knew  any  thing  of 
his  being  a  Prieft,  till  after  her  converfion  •,  and  he 
told  her,  foon  after  his  firft  acquaintance  that  he  had 
been  obliged  to  leave  Rcrrje,  on  account  of  a  Nun, 
and  that  upon  a  friend's  giving  him  information 
that  the  inquifition  would  lay  hold  of  him,  he  made 
his  efcape  *,  upon  being  afked  upon  what  account 
relating  to  a  Nun,  he  faid  it  was  for  writing  fome- 
thing  in  defence  of  her. 

'  After  this  Mr.  B.  difcontinued  his  vifits  for  fomc 
time  *,  and  when  Ihe  Taw  him  again  the  firft  time,  he 
faid  that  he  had  been  ill  fhe  afktfd  him,  fuppofc 
Mr.  B'-r  you  had  died  in  this  way  ?  His  anfwer  was, 
that  if  he  had  thought  he  fhould  have  died,  he  would 
have  had  fome  afliftance.  The  cccafion  of  Mrs. 
Hoyles^ s  queftion  was  her  having  had  many  con- 
verfations with  him  about  his  returning  to  his  duty, 
fhe  knowing  that  he  lived  a  life  inconfiftent  with  the 
character  of  a  Priefl,  and  being  in  difobedience  to 
his  fuperiors.  With  tears  running  down  his  cheeks, 
frequently,  he  told  her,  that  he  knezv  he  did  net  do 
rights  hut  that  it  was  the  fault  cf  his  Juperiors^  who 
would  not  reftore  him  to  his  faculties,  unlefs  he  con- 
fentcd  to  go  abroad,  which  he  was  averfe  to  ;  and 
uftd  to  fay  to  her,  that  he  found  the  greatefl:  fatis- 
fadlion  when  he  converfed  with  her  and  her  Hcfband, 
but  that  his  refolutions  to  be  good,-  were  always  dijfi- 
fatid  when  he  got  into  his  great  compdny.    She  had 

*  often 
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*  often  heard  him  fay,  that  he  fliould  be  glad  to  be 

*  acquainted  with  Mr.  Carterety  a  gtndeman  of  hU 
'  own  Order,  having  heard  a  great  charadter  of  his 
"  fweetnefs  of  tenr^per,  learning  and  piety.  Upon 
-  that,   Mrs.  Hoyles  brought  him  acquainted  with 

*  Mr.  Carteret,  and,  on  that  occafion,  fhe  faid  to 
'  him.  Sir,  1  now  return  the  obligation  I  owed  you 
'  for  being  inftrumental  in  making  me  and  my  huf- 
'  band  Catholics,  by  putting  you  m  the  way  of  re- 
'  turning  to  your  duty. 

*  Mr.jB.  afterwards  told  Mrs.  Hoyles  (to  the  bed  of 
^  her  remembrance  in  the  year  before  the  rebellion) 
'  that  all  was  oveVy  that  Mr.  Carteret  had  done  the  bu- 
^  finefs:  Upon  which  (he  and  her  hufband  congratu- 

*  lated  him';  and  Mr.  Carteret  frequently  v/rote  to 
'  him,  by  the  name  of  Sander s^  or  Sander fon,  to  his 
'  lodgings,  that  there  might  be  no  fufpicion  of 
'  the  correfpondence ;  and  her  hufband  carried » 
^  from  Mr.  Carteret^  the  BireBory  for  him  to  fay 

*  his  Office  by.  She  afked  Mr.  B — r,  how  he  would 
^  conduct  himfelf,  upon  being  reconciled  to  his  Or- 

*  der,  that  his  great  Froteftant  acquaintances  might 
'  not  know  it.'^  His  anfwerwas,  that  he  would  leave 
'  them  all  at  once,  change  his  name,  and  retire  to 

*  fome  diftant  part  ofEjiglandy  he  having  had  leave,  as 
^  Ihe  was  told  by  him,  to  continue  in  this  country. 

'  Mrs.  Hoyles,  fome  time  before  Mr.  B's  Preface 
'  was  publifhed,  heard  him  fay,  feveral  times,  that 
'  he  was  writing  the  Lives  of  the  PopeSy  for  the  fake 
'  of  religion,  that  they  might  be  truly  v/ritten;  and 
^  he  told  her  hufband,  that  he  ftiould  have  the  print- 

*  ing  of  the  book.  And  afterwards,  before  his  Preface 
'  and  Propofals  appeared,  Mr.  Hoyles  printed  for  him 
^  a  thoufand  receipts;  but 5  gave  it  as  a  reafon  why 
'  he  could  not  fulfil  his  promife  to  Mr.  Hoyles  of 
'  printing  his  Hiftory,  that  Lord  Aylmer  had  faid, 

*  5.  vve  know  your  principles  now,  as  you  propofc 
^  tp  let  a  Papift  print  your  v/ork. 

^  When 
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*  When  his  preface  to  his  work  came  out,  Mrs. 

Hoyles^  upon  reading  it,  was  flruck,  and  could 
fcarcely  believe  her  eyes,  the  contents  of  it  being 
fo  contrary  to  the  doctrines  he  had  formerly  taught 
her,  and  conftantly  maintained  himfelf.  1  hen, 
upon  firft  feeing  him  after  this,  fhe  afked  him  with 
fome  warmth,  Mr.  B  ,  what  hurt  have  my  hujhand 
and  I  done you^  that  you  Jhou'd  hurt  us  both  in  fpiri- 
tuals  and  temporals  ?  for  if  you  are  now  in  the  rights 
you  put  us  in  the  wrong ;  for  we  were  then  in  the  rights 
when  you  firft  knew  us,  if  ycu  are  now  in  the  right. 
To  which  he  made  no  reply. 
'  Before  Mrs.  Hoyks  brought  B,  and  Mr.  Carteret 
acquainted,  B.  afked  her,  if  fhe  thought  that  he 
might  truft  his  money  in  the  hands  of  the  Jefuits,  for 
an  annuity  ;  becaufe,  faid  he,  it  is  a  I  their  own,  I 
having  no  property.  Upon  which  fhe  told  him,  that 
fhe  would  lay  her  life,  if  they  agreed  to  take  the 
money,  they  would  faithfully  luifil  their  agree- 
ment. At  his  requeff,  fhe  fpoke  to  the  gentlemen 
ot  the  Order,  and  fhe  remembers  to  have  heard 
from  himfelf,  that  they  had  got  his  momy,  on  the 
terms  he  had  mentioned.  And.  in  the  year  cf  the 
rebellion,  he  wanted,  as  he  told  her  his  money  back 
again,  faying ^  that  it  was  a  wcman^s  money.  Upon 
which  Airs.  Hcyles  faid  to  him,  you  to  d  me  the 
money  was  your  own  ;  and  thac  it  would  enable 
your  Order  to  do  that  good,  which  you  yourfelf 
had  negle5ied  Then  he  r.efired  Mrs.  Hoyks  to  tell 
Mr,  Elliot,  the  gentleman  who  aded  for  Mr.  ^y^^?/- 
don  the  Provincial,  that  unlefs  they  paid  him  the 
money,  he  would  hang  Mr.  Sheldon-,  lor  he  knew 
his  haunts,  and  would  advertife  him.  Upon  that 
fhe  faid,  Sure,  Mr.  B,  you  don't  fpeak  as  you 
think.    Yes,  faid  he,  but  I  do;  and  her  anfwer 

immediately  was,  I'^ou  have  a  foul  as  black  as  hell.  

This  lafl  converfation  was  after  the  Preface  was 
printed,  and  fhe  had  no  difcourfe  with  him  after 
this.  * 

It 
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It  would  be  unneceflary,  nay,  it  will  be  Impofllblc, 
to  exaggerate  the  taifls  related  with  fo  much  finipli- 
ciry  and  with  fo  great  an  air  of  truth,  in  the  above 
narrative.  I  fhail  only  obierve,  therefore,  that  atter 
perufing  it  the  reader  will,  perhaps  begin  to  think 
that  It  will  be  ot  very  little  confequence  to  the 
charader  of  Mr.  i^.,  whether  the  letters  faid  to  be 
his.  be  fo,  or  not,  when  fadts  much  ftronger,  than 
any  contained  in  thole  letters,  are  fo  clearly  and  fo 
peremp  oriiy  attefled  by  Mrs.  Hoy  es  ;  whole  evidence 
not  only  confirms  the  money  tranfadion,  and  Father 
Carterefs  ^.aving  re-admitted  our  convert  into  the 
Order  oi  Jefuits^  but  alfo  difcovers  a  nezv  FaH^  per- 
haps mor^  decifive  than  either  of  the  Other  two,  as 
to  b^s  re  igio  s  principles  fince  he  came  into  Eng^ 
land^ — 1  mean  his  havjng  been  the  means  of  pervert- 
ing her  and  her  hufDand  from  the  l:^roteu:ant  re- 
ligion. 

Will  B.  and  his  friends  cry  our,  that  no  regard 
is  to  be  paid  to  the  teftimony  ot  a  Papifb  ;  tho' 
I  have  already  taken  notice  of  the  unreafonablenefs 
of  objeding  againft  Popifo  evidence,  when  i^roteftant 
evidence  cannot,  from  the  nature  of  the  cafe,  be  c  b- 
taint-d,  yet,  I  make  no  doubc,  that  we  fhail  hear  of 
the  above  objedion.  But  1  would  defire  thofe  who 
can  be  fo  much  more  friends  to  B.  than  they  are 
friends  to  truth,  as  to  continue  blind  to  his  bafe 
conduct,  to  be  cautious,  for  their  own  fakes,  how 
far  thty  engage  their  own  credit  in  fupport  of  the 
Reputation  of  another,  v/ho,  when  the  Jtrongeji  fads 
fupported  by  authentic  records,  and  living  witnefTes, 
are  laid  to  his  charge,  has  no  defence  to  make,  but 
by  raifmg  a  cry,  unfupported  by  the  leaft  fhadow  of 
proof,  againil  a  great  body  of  men;  as  if  every 
thing  which  comt-s  from  that  quarter  muft  be  for- 
grry  and  perjury,  tho'  there  can  be  no  fufficient 
temptation  to  induce  them  to  be  thus  guilty.  I  ^-an 
eafily  fuppofe  it  pofiible,  that  a  man  accufed  of 
things,  which,  if  believed,  will  expofe  him  to  con- 
tempt 
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tempt  and  infamy,  may  be  fo  abandoned  as  to  deny 
the  charge  upon  oath,  efpecially  if  breach  of  the  moft 
folemn  vows  and  oaths  be  a  part  of  the  charge.  This, 
I  fay,  I  can  eafily  fuppofe,  but  am  totally  at  a  lofs 
to  affign  any  one  good  reafon,  why  Mrs.  Hoyles^ 
a  woman  of  good  charader,  refpeded  in  her  neigh- 
bourhood, a  houfekeeper,  and  having  the  profits  of 
a  good  trade  to  make  her  eafy  in  her  circumftances, 
fliould  be  fufpeded  of  giving  a  falfe  teftimony  in  the 
prefent  cafe.  She  dcfires,  as  1  am  told,  nothing  fo 
much  as  to  be  confro?tted  with  Mr.  5.,  but  believes, 
that  he  will  fcarcely  venture  to  meet  her,  unlefs 
forced  to  do  it  in  a  Court  of  Juftice,  where  fhe  will, 
at  any  time,  convert  her  narrative  into  an  affidavit  \ 
an  affidavit,  which  will  have  all  the  internal  marks 
of  veracity,  and  the  credibility  of  which  can  be  fup- 
ported,  as  to  fome  of  the  principal  fads,  by  other 
witnelTes,  and,  to  Mr.  B,*s  great  difappointment,  by 
Proteftant  evidence, 

"When  a  fad  is  affirmed  a  great  many  years  after 
it  happened,  at  a  time  when  the  perfon,  who  affirms 
it,  is  faid  to  have  a  motive  to  depart  from  truth,  it 
will  entirely  remove  all  fufpicion  of  this  kind,  if  it 
can  be  proved,  that  the  fame  perfon  afierted  the 
fame  fads,  foon  after  it  happened,  and  before  the 
fuppofed  motive  to  give  a  falie  teftimony,  did  exift. 
Now  this  is  remarkably  the  cafe  of  Mrs.  Hoyles^s 
charge  againli  B.  ;  for  it  can  be  proved  unexception- 
ably,  that,  long  before  he  had  given  the  Papijls  any 
provocation,  by  writing  againft  them,  nay,  at  the 
V.  ry  time  when  he  was  her  intimate  friend  and  vi- 
fiter,  fhe  ufed  to  fpeak  of  his  having  been  the  inftru- 
inent  of  her  and  her  hufband's  converfion  to  Popery^ 
mentioning  it,  then,  not  as  a  reproach,  but  as  a 
commendation. 

In  confirmation  of  this,  we  appeal  to  the  teftimony 
of  Mr.  Faden^  printer  \nlVine-Ojfice- Courts  Fleet-Street^ 
and  a  Protejtant,  *  This  perfon  lodged  in  the  houfe 
'  of  Mr.  Hoyles  feveral  years,  from  1733  to  1737  or 
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*  1738.    During  that  time,  he  remembers  well  to 

*  have  fcen  Mr.  B.  coming  to  vifit  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
'  Hoyles^  hundreds  of  times  and  fays,  that  it  was 
'  notorious  to  every  one  in  the  houfe,  that  Mr  B, 
'  was  2Ljcjuity  and  had  been  the  inllrument  of  con- 

*  verting  firfl:  Mrs.  HoyleSy  and  at  length  her  hufband, 

*  to  the  Popi/lj  religion,  that  they  made  no  fccret  of 

*  this,  at  that  time,  and  that  he  had,  then,  heard 

*  Mrs.  Hoyles^  in  prefence  of  her  hulband,  frequent- 

*  ly  fprok  of  Mr.  B,  as  the  good  friend,  who  had 

*  lirft  put  them  both  in  the  way  of  being  Catholics. 
'  Mr.  Faden^  who  was  fo  well  acquainted  with  this 

*  remarkable  inftance  of  5'j  Popifh  zeal,  was  great- 
'  ly  furprized  when  he  heard  his  publifliing  his  Hif- 

*  tory  of  the  Popes,  in  which  he  is  fo  zea:cus  a  Pro- 

*  teftant,  and  hath,  at  different  times,  whenever  oc- 

*  canon  offered,  told  what  he  knew  about  hav-' 
'  ing  converted  Mrs.  //<rj/^j'j  family,  to  his  acquaint- 

*  ances.  "  Some  of  thefe  acquaintances  have  heard 
it  from  him  ieveral  years  ago-,  laft  year,  a  reverend 
Divine,  a  dignitary  in  the  Church,  to  whom  it  was 
then  related,  thought  it  worth  while  to  communi- 
cate it,  tho'  without  the  names,  to  the  wor'd,  in  the 
Evening  Advertifer ;  and,  within  thefe  few  weeks, 
Mr.  Faden  hath  given  the  above  intelligence  to  fome 
gentlemen,  who,  upon  the  talk  occafioned  by  B^s 
correfpondence  with  Father  She'don^  had  the  curiofity 
to  hear  from  Mr.  Faden  himfclf,  a  ftory  which  will 
incline  thofe  to  whofe  ears  it  fhall  reach,  to  believe 
any  other  inftance  of  Mr.  B^s  PopifJj  connexions  and 
inclinations  many  years  after  his  coming  into  Eng- 
land. 

After  fo  decifive  a  narrative  as  that  of  Mrs.  Hoylesy 
corroborated  by  the  remarkable  teftimony  of  Mr. 
FadeUy  few  of  my  readers  will  think  it  neceffary  to 
produce  any  other  witneffes,  about  a  point  fo  unex- 
ceptionably  cleared  up,  by  the  evidence  already  given. 
However,  as  other  witnelfes  do  exiil,  whofe  attefta- 
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tion  will  be  looked  upon  as  of  the  utmoft  confequenccj 
I  muft  beg  leave  to  add,  that, 

To  the  tcftimony  of  Father  Carteret  and  Mrs.  HoyleSy 
as  to  B  s  being  readmitted  into  his  order,  we  have  it 
in  our  power  to  add  that  of  Mr.  Horne^  formerly  Sur^ 
geon  to  the  Emprels  of  Ri'J[jla^  and,  at  prefent,  lodging 
in  little  fVyld-Street.  This  gentleman,  on  the  firft  of 
June  1756,  upon  being  afked  about  ^. ,  declared, 

*  that,  many  years  ago,  he  lodged  in  the  lame  houfe, 

*  with  Mr.  Carterety  in  great  H^yld-Street,  that  he,  at 

*  that  time,  got  acquainted  with  Mr.  B. ,  who  came 

*  frequently  to  vifit  Mr.  Carteret ^  that  B — r  had  very 

*  many  conferences  with  Carteret,  and  that  many  of 

*  thefe  conferences  were  held,  in  Mr.  Home's  room, 

*  which,  as  being  more  commodious,  he  lent  to  Mr. 

*  Carteret  for  the  occafion.    What  pafled  between 

*  them,  Mr.  Home  knew  no  otherwife  than  by  Mr. 

*  B^s  faying  to  him,  at  laft,  Mr.  Horne^  1  am  nov:  of 

*  yours,  or  /  am  noiv  c/ie  of  yours.    Upon  which  Mr. 

*  //i?r«f  congratulated  him,  and  v;as  juft  going  to  afk 

*  his  facerdotd  hlejfng,  but  checked  his  inclination,  as 

*  he  did  not  know  but  B,  might  not,  as  yet,  be  per- 

*  mitted  to  exercife  his  prieftly  fundicn,  from  which 

*  he  had  been  fufpended. ' 

The  laft  witnefs  whom  I  fhall  produce  is  one  who 
feems,  by  converfation  with  him,  to  know  a  great  deal 
more  about  Mr.  B,  than  he  cares  to  fpeak  of,  but  who 
hath  mentioned  enough  to  confirm  feveral  fadts  re- 
lated above,  and  which  Mr.  B,  will  find  it  extremely 
difficult  to  reconcile  with  that  chara6ter  which  he  hath 
aflumed.  The  witnefs  1  mean,  is  Mr.  John  Gay  now 
living  in  Park-Street^  Grofvenor- Square,  who,  upon 
being  afked,  lately,  what  he  knew  about  B  —  'T,  com- 
municated the  following  particulars  to  a  Gentleman 
from  whom  1  have  had  my  ir.  format  ion. 

'  Mr.  Gay  fays,  that  he  lived  as  feivant  to  the  Provin- 

*  cials  of  the  Jefuits,  wh-n  they  lodged  at  M  s.  Fleet- 

*  ivcod's  in  little  fVyld-Street,  That  he  rcmcmbr-s  Mr, 
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*  B  r,  foon  after  he  came  to  England^  he  believes 
'  about  thirty  years  ago,  coming  to  vifit  Mrs.  Fleet - 

*  wood's  lodgers  the  Jefuits^  and  B  r  himfelf  was 

*  known,  in  the  houle  to  be  one  of  their  order :  buc 

*  upon  what  footing  he  was  with  them,  or  what  pafiTed 
'  in  thefc  vifics,  Mr.  Gay  doth  not  pretend  to  know  ; 

*  but  fays  that  when  B  r  came  firft  to  Mrs.  Fleet- 

'  wood's^  he  fpoke  broken  Englijh  with  a  Scotch  twangs 

*  (/^)  but  foas  to  hz  underllood  ;  and  he  lodged  at  than 

*  time,  at  one  Mr.  AJlorCs^  next  door  to  Mrs.  Fleet- 

*  wood's.    Upon  her  death,  Mr.  Gay  took  a  houfe 

*  himfJf,  on  the  oppcfite  fide  of  the  fame  Street^  and 

(/;)  Mr.  B.  hath  ufually  told  Protcftants,  that  he  was  car- 
ried abroad  when  he  was  an  infant,  not  above  four  or  five 
years  of  age  :  and  I  have  been  informed,  that  he  fometimes 
hath  amufed  thofe  whom  he  thought  fit  fubjedls  to  be  im- 
pofed  upon,  with  this  tale,  that  the  Grand  Duke  of  Tufcanyy 
being  acquainted  with  his  family,  fent  for  him  into  Italy  and 

bred  him  up  in  his  dominions.  Now  he  did  not  return 

to  Britain  till  he  was  upwards  of  forty  years  old,  and  yet, 
immediately  upon  his  return,  he  fpake  with  a  Scotch  accent. 
He  has  generally  accounted  for  this  by  faying,  that  he  learnt 
his  Englijh^  by  frequenting  a  Coffee-Houfe  to  which  many 
Scotch  gentlemen  reforted.  But  how  could  he  acquire,  if  this 
be  true,  the  remarkable  dialed^  of  the  county  of  Mearns  ? 
His  Scotch  acquaintances  will  tell  him,  that  this  Shibboleth 
betrays  him,  and  (hews  that  he  was  much  older,  than  he  pre- 
tends, when  he  left  the  neighbourhood  of  Dundee.  In  con- 
firmatioii  of  which,  I  have  feen  a  letter  which  fays,  that  a 
gentleman  now  at  £)«^///:,  and  who  will  be  m  London  by  yl//- 
chaelmasy  can  and  will  atteft,  that  he  faw  Mr.i^— -r  at  Romi 
when  he  might  be  then  about  i8  years  of  age,  and  that  he 
could  not  then  i^Qdk  one  word  of  Italian  ;  which,  I  think  with 
his  great  parts,  he  certainly  muft  have  done,  had  he  been 
twelve  years  in  the  dominions  of  the  Grand  Duke  :  tho'  Mr. 
B.  hath  ufually  dated  his  traniportation  to  Italy ^  from  his  very 
infancy,  ptihaps  there  are  fome  of  his  acquaintances  who  re- 
member to  have  heard  a  different  ftory  from  him.  To  fome 
of  them,  I  am  well  afTured,  he  has  faid  that  he  was  in  Italy  28 
years  ;  and  as  he  indifputably  was  upwards  of  40,  when  he 
came  back,  he  muft,  by  this  account,  which  can  bt  traced  to 
his  mouth,  be  at  kaft  12  years  old  when  fent  abroad. 
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'  the  Provincials  of  the  Jefuits  lodged  with  him  a  great 
'  many  years,  and  Mr.  B—r  continued  his  vifits,  during 

*  the  time  of  Fathers  Turberville,  Richardfon^  Browfiy 

*  Boit^  and  others.  Mr.  Gay  fays  farther,  that  one  Mrs. 

*  Hayes^  lodged  in  his  parlors  and  boarded  with  him. 
'  With  this  gentlewoman  B  r,  by  coming  fre- 

*  quently  to  the  Jefuits  above  ftairs,  got  acquainted, 

*  and  ufcd  to  vifit  her,  as  often  as  he  came  to  the  houfe  ; 

*  but  Mrs.  Hayes,  at  laft,  complained  to  Mr.  Gay,  of 

*  B '  ' '  's  taking  indecent  liberties,  by  putting  his 

*  hand  into  her  neck-,  and  (aid  that  unlefs  (he  could  be 

*  free  from  fuch  impertinence,  Ihe  (hould  be  oblig;  d  to 

*  leave  the  houfe;  and  for  this  reafon,  Mr.  Gay,  the 

*  next  time  that  B — r  knocked  at  the  door,  refufed 

*  him  admittance  ;  tho'  he  believes  he  came  to  the 

*  houfe  after  this,  and  did  not  leave  off  vifiting  the 

*  Jefuits  who  lodged  there,  till  within  thefe  twelve 

*  years. ' 

If  after  all  this  chain  of  evidence,  the  reader  fliould 
demand  proofs  ftill  ftronger  of  our  Hiflorian's  zeal 
for  Popery,  and  connexions  with  Jefuits,  long  after 
his  coming  into  England,   tho'  1  could  not  but  look 
upon  fuch  a  demand  as  highly  unreafonable,  I  fhould 
obferve  that  at  a  proper  time,  and  before  proper  jud- 
ges, I  make  no  doubt  of  the  demand's  being  com- 
plied with,  as  frefli  proofs  come  out  every  day,  and  as 
every  inquiry  made,  from  every  quarter,  throws  new 
light  upon  the  lubjeft.  Leaving,  therefore^  other  wit- 
ntfTes,  who  have  it  in  their  power  to  fpeak  to  Mr.  B^s 
conduct  fmce  he  came  into  England,  to  be  called 
upon,  when  they  may  fpeak  what  they  know  of  him 
without  danger  to  themfelves,  I  fhall  now  lay  before 
the  Public  an  account  of  the  true  reafon  of  his  leaving 
Italy,  as  the  Jtfuits  relate  it.   We  have  already  given 
the  fubftance  of  Mr.  B^s  account,  as  related  by  himfelf 
in  private,  tho'  difowned  by  him  to  the  world.  Till, 
therefore,  he  fhall  be  pleafed  to  fulfil  the  prornife 
which  he  folemnly  made  about  fix  years  ago,  to  pu- 
blifh,  himfelf,  an  account  of  this  matter,  the  following 

extract 
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cxtra6l  of  a  letter  from  Italy^  which  contains  the  tefti- 
mony  of  three  eminent  Jejniis  there,  muft,  at  leaft, 
have  as  much  credit  due  to  it,  as  Mr.  Imuggled 
romance,  which  he  hath  not  thought  fit  to  trult  to 
the  Public,  however  forward  he  might  be  to  retail  it 
in  the  company  of  thofe  whofe  good  opinion  of  him, 
he  thought,  would  not  allow  them  to  doubt,  or  whofe 
ignorance  would  render  them  unable  to  contradi6l 
his  bloody  tale. 

Extra5l  of  a  Letter  from  Rome,  dated  May  i,  17  56. 

^        HOUGH  1  had  your  letter  but  yefterday,  I  have 
informed  myfelf  as  well  as  1  could  concerning 

*  Mr.  B — r.  Firft,  it  is  certain,  andean  be  authen- 

*  tically  proved,  that  he  never  was  either  ProfefiTor  of 

*  Rh-toric  in  Rome^  or  counfelior  of  the  inquificion  at 

<  Macerata.    The  firft  is  evident  from  the  day-books 

*  ot  the  Roman  college ;  and  the  latter,  becaufe  it  is 
'  notorious  that  there  has  not  been  in  the  memory  of 

*  man  one  of  his  order  in  that  pofl:  at  Macerata  \  which 

*  may  be  farther  cleared  by  confulting  the  books  of 

*  that  tribunal.    The  truth  is,  he  fupplied  for  about 

*  three  weeks,  as  mafter  of  Rhetoric  at  Rome^  while 

*  he  was  a  ftudent  of  Divinity  ;  and  that,  in  the  time 

*  of  the  vacances,  is  a  cafe  which  happens  to  fome  one 

*  in  the  like  ftation  every  year. 

*  Mr.  Alticozxi^  his  cotemporary,  (a  very  learned 

*  writer)  tells  me  that  in  the  time  of  his  novice-fhip 

*  dava  in  fcrupuli    but  it  feems  he  v/as  foon  cured  of 

*  them  ;  for  he  was  fcarce  out  of  this  novice-fhip  but 

*  dava  in  amori,  particularly  whilft  a  ftudent  in  philo- 
«  fophy.  *************  (^i^  Notwithftand- 

*  ing,  he  flicwed  a  great  genius  in  his  philofophy,  and 
«  turned  out  the  beft  of  his  courfe.   How  he  behaved 

*  in  teaching  humanity  I  have  not  learned  j  but  he 

<  never  taught  at  Rome,    During  his  Divinity  ftudies, 

(  / )  Had  Mr.  B.  feen  that  part  of  the  letter  now  left  out, 
he  would  not  complain  of  any  thing's  being  concealed  that 
might  do  him  any  credit, 

F  3  «  he 
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*  he  did  not  anfwer  expeflation,  and  in  his  fourth  year 
'  was  fent  to  the  German  College  as  Academic,  which 

*  fhews  him  not  to  have  been  among  the  foremoft, 

*  He  carried  on  his  amours  with****   *  »  *  ^ 

*  he  had  done  in  his  philofophy,  and  was  looked  upon 

*  by  all  that  knew  him,  to  be  a  deceitful  falfe  man, 

*  arid  a  notorious  liar.  Being  fent  to  Maceraia  to  teach 

*  phibfophy,  he  was  there  over  head  and  ears  in  love 

*  with  a  Nun,  a  young  woman  of  quality,  but  fimple 

*  to  the  laft  degree,  called  Buonacur/i,    it  was  whif- 

*  pered  aboi.t,  that  Qie  had  agreed  to  let  him  take  her 

*  cut  of  the  monaftery,  and  carry  her  off.    It  is  at 

*  lead  certain,  that  her  Father  was  enraged  againft 
'  B  r  in  a  high  d  gree,  and  threatened  him  with 

*  his  life.    The  affair  was  carried  to  the  inquificion, 

*  for  it  properly  belonged  to  that  tribunal,   B — r 

*  being  the  Lady's  Ghoftly  Father. 

*  Mr   Lunardi^  who  has  Gnce  been  very  well  ac- 

*  quainted  wit.i  the  Lady,  fay?,  that  B  r  denounced 

*  hlmleU,  and  advifed  her  to  do  the  fame,  in  order  to 

*  prevent  any  farther  profecution  (^;.  But  this  had  not 

*  the  defircd  effect.    For  the  inqiiifition  were  taking 

*  farther  informations  about  the  affiir,  when  B  r 

*  was  removed  (by  an  order  of  his  fu^pcriours)  to  P^r«- 

*  gia.    The  Inquifitor  interceded  with  his  fuperiours 

*  to  let  him  ftay  at  Maceraia^  alledging  other  pre- 

*  tences ;  but  his  true  reafon  was  to  keep  him  there  till 

*  he  had  fufiicicnt  proofs  againft  him  to  lay  hold  of 
'  him.  But  it  feeirji  they  had  heard  too  much  to  leave 

*  him  any  longer  at  Macerata,   He  was,  therefore, 

*  ordered  to  Perugia^  where  Mr.  Corners  was  mafter. 

*  Very  foon  after  his  arrival  there,  he  had  notice  from 

*  three  different  hands  that  a  Capiatur  was  given  out 

*  againft  him  by  the  inquificion.  He  would  have 
^  communicated  his  letters  to  Mr.  ConierSy  but  he  re- 

(k)  This  is  adualiy  done  in  the  inquifition  by  perfons  vo 
lurtarily  declaring  themfelves  penitents.  But  this  is  not  ad- 
Diitced  in  any  crime  between  a  Confellariiis  and  bis  Penitent. 
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'  fufed  to  hear  them,  not  to  draw  himfelf  into  difE- 

*  culties.   Nor  did  Mr.  Cottiers  give  him  any  order  or 

*  leave  to  fly ;  but  was  entirely  paflive  in  the  affair, 
'  excepting  that  he  procured  him  money  enough  to 
'  carry  him  to  Fenicfy  and  recommended  him  to  one 

*  there  who  fupplied  him  with  what  he  wanted  to  con- 
'  tinue  his  journey  to  Douay  (/).  He  made  his  efcape 

*  from  Perugia  difguifed  in  a  clown's  dreis,  which  he 

*  laid  afide  as  foon  as  he  got  out  of  the  pope's  (late, 

*  and  put  on  a  cafiTock  that  he  had  carried  with  him. 
'  They  fay  that  one  of  the  perfons,  who  gave  him  no- 

*  tice  of  the  Capiaiur^  was  the  Lady  Buonacurfi.  This 

*  is  the  fubfbance  of  what  Mcffieurs  AUicozzi,  Comers 

*  and  Lunardi  have  atteflred  concerning  Mr.  B*s  beha- 

*  viour  ^t  Rome  and  Macerata,  * 

Having  now  laid  before  the  Public  a  tranra6lion 
which,  for  fome  months  pad,  hath  been  fo  much  the 
fubjecl  of  private  converfation,  while  I  flatter  myfelf 
that  this  performance  will,  in  general,  need  no  apology 
on  account  of  the  intelligence  which  it  communicates,  I 
am  apprehenflve  that  an  apology  may  be  neceffary 
when  I  confider  the  bulk  to  which  it  hath  infenfibJy 
grown.  And  yet,  with  the  mod  earnefr  defire  to  pre- 
ferve  brevity,  both  for  the  fake  of  the  reader  and  my- 
felf, 1  do  not  think  that  I  could  have  been  lefs  tedious, 
without  being  lefs  exad,  or  that  1  could  have  omitted 

(  /  )  Mr.  B  r  was  actually  fome  time  with  his  country- 
men the  Scotch  Jefuits  at  Douay^  after  he  left  Italy.  He 
pafled  in  that  college  for  a  brother  Jefuit^  going  upon  the 
million  to  Scotland ,  and  was  entertained  with  great  kindnefs. 
It  is  eafily  conceived  why  Mr.  B.  did  not  make  this  a  part  of 
the  narrative  with  which  he  hath  amufed  his  Proteftant  ac- 
quaintances. The  fame  reafon,  no  doubt,  induced  him  to 
conceal  his  having  borrowed,  at  Douay ^  the  horfe  of  Father 
Strahan,  the  redtor  of  the  Scotch  college,  to  go  on  a  vifit  to  a 
friend  at  LiJIe.  His  riding  off  with  this  horfe  to  Calais,  where 
he  fold  him,  will  account  for  his  trepidation  when  he  met  Lord 
Baltimore  there ;  for  tho'  the  Romijh  inquilition  could  not, 
the  French  Marchaujfe^  might  be  at  his  heels. 


any 
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any  thing  of  what  I  have  faid,  without  ooiitiing  fome 
argument  which  might  merit  attention,  or  fome  proof 
which  might  command  affcnr.  If  the  number  of  my 
pages  be  great,  1  can  Ly,  at  the  fame  time,  1  have  not 
once  wandered  from  my  fubjed,  nor  ever  loft  fight  of 
the  extraordinary  perion,  whof;:  real  character  hath 
been  unknown,  till  it  fell  to  my  lot  to  b^  the  inftru- 
ment  of  expofmg  it  to  the  li'ubiic. 

If  it  fhouid  be  afked  why  this  hath  not  been  done 
fooner,  I  (hall  only  aniwer,  that,  tho'  it  is  no'.v  three 
or  four  rronths  fince  the  fix  letters  to  Father  Sbeldcn 
were  firlt  (hewn  to  Proteftants,  thi-  collateral  evidences 
of  tl  eir  genuinenefs  have  bten  fince  gradually  difcovered, 
and  the  reader  will  hav^e  oblervec,  that  it  was  not  till 
very  lately  that  [omc  of  the  moft  ftriking  proofs,  re- 
lated above,  cou^d  be  appealed  to.  Ocher  reafons,  be- 
fidts  ex^jcctation  of  frcrfh  evidence,  have  retarded  the 
laying  the  matter  before  the  v.orld  in  fuch  a  perfor- 
mance as  this.  Hopes,  i  believe,  were  conceived  (I  am 
afraid  without  foundation.)  thac  a  way  would  be  tound 
by  V.  hich  the  genuinenefs  of  the  Letters  might  be  au- 
thenticated, by  a  dccifion  in  JF^jhuinJier-Hall^  the  ho- 
norable gentleman,  in  whofc  poiTcfilon  the  originals 
are,  thinking,  1  iuppofe,  that  if  he  could  ob:aln  the 
fenrence  of  a  court  ot  Juilice,  this  would  filence  calum- 
ny, would  force  prejudice  to  open  its  eyes,  and  infia- 
ence  the  Judgment  of  the  whole  nation.  And  yet, 
had  it  bren  poffible  for  him  (perhaps  it  may  ftiil  be  (a) 
pofTible  for  him)  to  bring  the  affair  into  a  court  of  juf- 
tice,  an  iflfue  in  which  his  adverfary  hath  fhewn  fo  re- 
markable an  averfion  to  join)  1  am  apt  to  think,  that 
the  event  would  not  have  wholly  anfwered  expedlation, 

as 

[m]  Mofl  La\v)'ers  feem  to  doubt  of  this.  Air.  B.  was 
called  upon  to  take  his  oath,  by  way  of  appeal  to  his  prudencty 
not  by  way  of  appeal  to  his  conjcience.  But  it  fliould  feem 
that  the  Jeju'it  was  too  cunning  for  the  Baronet,  The  oath 
hath  been  msde,  it  is  true,  but  care  was  taken  to  con  .  ey  away 
the  original  affidavit,  fo  that  no  record  of  the  tranfaclioa 
cxifts,  and  confequently  no  profecution  for  perjury  can  lie. 
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as  many  would  have  adhered  ftill  to  that  fide,  which 
took  the  mod  pains  to  pradlice  upon  their  ignorance, 
and  to  accommodate  itklf  to  their  prejudices.  With- 
out being  lolicitous,  therefore,  to  afll^^n  reafons  why  an 
appeal  was  not  fooner  made  to  the  Public,  now,  that 
fuch  an  appeal  is  made,  the  affair  is  placed  upon  its 
proper  foundation  ;  and  as  the  prefs  is  open  to  thofc 
who  can  find  no  remedy  in  IVeJiminJler  Hall^  Mr.  B, 
may  plead  his  own  caufe  without  feeing  counfel  in  an 
ad  on  ot"  flander,  or  without  paying  afollicitor  for  pen- 
ning an  Affidavit. 

One  would  have  thought,  that  an  innocent  perfon,  fo 
accufed  as  this  gentleman  hath  been,  would  have  loft 
no  tmie,  aftt^r  he  had  a  copy  of  his  accufation  delivered 
to  him,  in  making  his  detcrnce.  And  yet,  tho'  atteft- 
ed  copies  of  the  lertcrs  have  been  given  into  his  hands, 
near  a  mo-ith  ago  ;«),  he  ft  ill  holds  his  tongue  and 
keeps  fi'ence.  He  had  been  loud  in  his  complaints,  that 
copies  of  the  letters  were  not  delivered  to  him  at  firft ; 
and  yt,  after  he  has  obtrtiried  them,  he  leaves  the 
woi  d  as  much  in  the  daik  as  it  was  before  ;  fo  that  it 
fcems  very  difficult  to  reconcile  the  unwillingnefs  which 
he  fhcws  to  communicate  to  the  Public,  the  letters 
which  have  been  the  foundation  of  fo  fevere  a  charge, 
with  \\\^  uncommon  forwardnels  in  denying  the  charge 
itfelr. — Indeed  he  hath  been  pleafed  to  inform  i.s  (<?),  that 
upon  hi^  obtaining  a  copy  of  the  letters,  he  vjill  'prefix 
them  with  proper  remarks  to  the  fourth  volume  of  his 
biflory  of  the  Popes.  But  two  reafons  have  induced  me, 
not  to  wait  for  the  completion  or  this  promife.  The 
firft  is,  that,  although  the  forwardn^fs  of  his  fourth 
volume^  in  the  prefs,  hath  been  fo  pofitively  afierted  by 
him  (p),  I  believe  as  good  evidence,  at  leaft  as  his 
own,  can  be  produced  to  prove,  that  it  is  in  fo  great 
hackwardnefs  that  there  can  be  but  little  hopes  of  its 

feeing 

(«)  On  the  5tl||of  June. 
[o)  In  the  Evening  Advertifer  of  May  25th. 
{p)  In  an  article  of  intelligence  publilhed  in  all  the  News^ 
papers. 
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feeing  the  light  fooner  than  next  year ;  before  which 
time,  he  might  forget  to  prefix  the  letters  to  Father 
Sheldon^  to  the  fourth  volume,  in  the  fame  manner  as 
he  forgot  a  fimilar  promife,  to  publifli  after  the  fecond 
volume,  an  account  of  his  efcape  from  Italy,  Another 
reafon  equally  ftrong,  which  has  induced  me,  not  to 
wait  for  Mr.  B's  publifhing  the  letters  with  his  own 
remarks,  is  this,  that  tho'  without  doubt,  no  body  is 
no  v/ell  qualified  to  make  remarks  upon  them,  as  him- 
felf  in  point  of  knowledge  of  the  fa6ls,  any  other  body 
will  be  better  qualified  to  make  remarks  upon  them, 
in  point  of  impartiality.  This  laft  qualification  I  my- 
felf,  can  boaft  of;  and,  however  deficient,  in  other  ref- 
peds,  this  performance  be,  I  think  I  can  alio  boaft  that 
to  impartiality^  I  have  added  indujiry,  not  having  pre- 
fumed  to  take  the  pen  in  hand  till  1  had  procured  all 
the  materials  which  readily  offered  themfelves  upon 
this  fubjedt.  But  however  well  furnilhed  with  mate- 
rials, no  confideration  fliould  have  prevailed  upon  me 
to  make  this  ufe  of  them,  had  I  not  thought,  that  by 
fo  doing,  I  afted  the  part  of  a  good  citizen,  of  a  friend 
to  truth,  and  of  a  fincere  Proteftant. 

If  it  fiiould  be  objeded,  that  Mr.  B,  ftands  in  no 
other  relation  to  the  Public,  but  that  of  an  author,  and 
that,  therefore,  the  Public  hath  no  right  to  infpe6t  the 
inconfiftences  or  cenfure  the  contradidions  which  may 
belong  to  his  private  charadler,  I  anfwer,  that  fuch  a 
remark,  very  pertinent  in  other  cafes,  can  have  no 
weight  at  prefent.  For  it  hnotorious  to  all  the  world, 
that  Mr.  B,  himfelf  hath  taken  care  to  make  his  private 
character,  and  private  hiftory  as  related  by  himfelf,  the 
foundation  of  his  public  charadler  as  Hijlorian  of  the 
Popes,  Had  a  Divine  of  the  church  of  England^  with 
no  other  claim  to  the  favor  of  the  great  but  his  mo- 
defty  and  his  merit,  undertaken  this  work,  his  fub- 
fcription  I  fear  would  fca^cely  have  defrayed  his  ex- 
pence  and  his  book,  tho'  it  might  be  efteemed  by  the 
few  who  are  realiy  learned,  would  hardly  have  found  a 
place  in  the  Libraries  of  the  many  pretenders  to  learn- 
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ing.  But  a  hiftory  of  the  Popes  by  a  counfellor  of  the 
ivquifiltort^  by  one  who  had  fled  into  England  for  conf- 
cience  fake,  and  who,  after  his  arrival  amorgft  us,  run 
diiiJy  rifques  from  the  attempts  of  Popifh  emlfTaries,  a 
work  done  by  fuch  an  hand,  Mr.  5.  was  perfuaded 
would  go  well  down  with  a  people,  fond  of  novelty, 
fo  good  natured  as  to  feel  for  the  diftrcfles  which  he 
had  undergone,  and  fo  great  enemies  of  perftcution  as 
to  take  one  under  their  prote»5lion  who  could  make 
them  believe  that  he  had  been  a  fuffcrer  by  it.  Tlie 
hiftorian  of  the  Popes,  therefore,  owing  all  his  encou- 
ragement, his  favor  with  the  great,  his  noble  fubicrip- 
tion,  his  place  and  his  penfion,  to  a  charadter  which 
he  afifumed,  and  to  an  account  of  himfcif  artfully  pro- 
pagated, if  it  (hall  appear  that  he  aflumed  a  charadier 
to  which  he  had  no  pretenfions,  and  gave  an  account 
of  himfelf  which  hath  no  reality,  in  this  cafe,  th:;  Pu- 
blic hath  as  good  a  right  to  detect  fuch  an  impoftor  as 
a  traveller  hath  to  pull  off  the  mafk  from  a  highway- 
man who  fhall  attack  him.  The  latter  would  never  have 
ventured  to  take  a  purfe  without  difguifing  his  perfon, 
and  the  former  would  never  have  fucceeded  as  a  writer, 
had  he  not  difguifed  his  charadter.  Both  of  them, 
having  aimed  at  their  own  profit,  by  preying  upon 
the  Public,  it  becomes  the  duty  of  every  one  who  hath 
found  out  their  haunts,  or  can  trace  them  through 
their  difguifes,  to  afllft  in  bringing  them  to  juftice, 
that  the  world  may  no  longer  fuffer  from  the  open  vio- 
lence of  the  one,  and  the  more  dangerous  hypocrify  of 
the  other. 

By  communicating,  therefore,  to  the  Public  the 
charge  brought  againft  this  extraordinary  man,  and  the 
unanfwerablc  proofs  that  fupport  it,  I  fhew  my  regard 
for  his  patrons^  who  having  honored  him  with  their 
friendfhip  while  they  thought  him  the  man  of  truth 
and  religion,  will,  no  doubt,  withdraw  their  counte- 
nance when  they  find  they  have  been  impofed  upon, 
by  fervile  Jlattery  and  low  cunning.  —  1  (hew  my  re- 
gard for  his  fubfcribers  and  acquaintances,  who  have 

been 
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been  taught  to  look  upon  him  with  the  veneration  due 

to  a  primitrje  con  teflon.   I  fhew  my  regard  for  the 

inhabicmcs  of  Great  Britain  in  general,  whofe  encou- 
rag-mtnc  of  one  impoftor  might  expofe  them  to  future 
attempts  of  the  like  nature.  ---  1  fhew  my  regard  for 
his  Majefty,  whofe  bounty,  intended  only  to  reward 
merit  and  relieve  innocence,  hath  been  fo  librraliy  ex- 
tended to  one  deftitute  or  both  thefe  qualifications  j  one 
who  has  alio  prefumed  to  addrefs  his  fovereign  in  terms 
which  would  be  refpeflful  if  we  had  no  room  for 
doubting  of  their  fincerety.  In  a  word  ---  by  unmafk- 
ing  thr  Hijhrian  of  the  Pcpes^  1  think  I  do  real  fcrvice 
to  the  Proteitant  Religion,  as  Papifts  will  now  fee,  that 
the  Church  of  E^igland  can  be  no  Afylum  for  the  un- 
wo'thy  out-catls  or  the  Church  of  Rcnu  \  that  Pro- 
teftants  are  ready  to  give  up  every  champion  however 
2-i!oas,  whofe  views  and  character  they  diiapprove  of,  or 
fufp-ct  \  and  that,  fully  fatisfied  with  our  Chilhng'XGrths^ 
OU'  B-^rrazvSf  our  S^tllingflcets  and  our  Tillotforjs,  we 
dcipilc  the  mercenary  alTillance  of  a  Bruys,  or  a  B—r, 
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APPENDIX, 


FRANCIS   B  R  U  r  Sy  &CC. 


Jj  RANG  IS  Bruys  was  born  atSerrieres^  a  village 
of  Mafonrjois  in  France^  on  the  27  th  of  February 
170^,  and  was  fon  of  a  merchant  of  the  fame  name 
by  Claudine  Pajfeaudy  his  wife.  He  received  the 
firft  part  of  his  education  under  the  care  of  his  mo- 
ther's brother,  James  Pajfeaudy  then  Redor  of  the  pa- 
rifh  of  Chavagnvy  near  Mafofi,  who  taught  him  the 
elements  of  the  Ladn  tongue,  and  finding  in  him  a 
good  difpofition  and  genius  for  learning,  determined 
his  father  to  fend  him  to  ftudy  under  the  monks  of 
Cluni, 

Young  Bruys  having  finiflied  his  humanity-ftudies 
under  them,  removed  to  Noire  Dame  des  Graces  en 
ForeZy  where  he  began  his  courfe  of  philofophy  un- 
der the  fathers  of  the  Oratory,  and  returned  from 
thence  in  1725  {a).  He  was  intended  for  the 
Church  (^) :  but  before  that  defign  could  be  put  in 

^  {a)  Memoires  hlftoriques,  critiques,  &  litteraires,  par  feu 
M.  Bruys,  vol.  I.  p.  59,  60.  edit,  de  Paris  1751,  in  8°.  Fere 
Niceron  Memoires  pour  fervir  a  I'hiftoire  des  hommes  illuflres, 
vol.  42.  p.  130.  &Vie  de  M.  Bruys,  prefixed  to  the  ift  Volume 
of  Memoires  hiftoriques,  &c.  p.  1,  2.  It  appears  from  Ni- 
ceron, p.  1 6b.  that  the  article  of  A4.  Bruys  in  his  Hommes 
Illuflres  was  communicated  to  that  writer  by  the  Abbe  yi?/^', 
honorary  Canon  of  the  cathedral  church  of  Dijon  in  Burgundy^ 
an  intimate  friend  of  M.  Bruys^  whofe  Memoires  hijtoriques 
appear  from  the  preface  p,  3.  to  have  been  publifhed  by 
that  Abbe. 

(^)  Memoires  hiftoriqucs  p.  60. 
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execution,  he  took  a  courfe  which  prevented  it.  For 
in  1727  he  refolved  to  travel,  tho'  without  the  con- 
fent  or  knowledge  of  his  family,  or  any  proper  pro- 
vifion  for  fuch  a  journey ;  and  fetting  out,  in  pur- 
fuance  of  this  refolution,  arrived  on  the  evening  of 
June  1 8th  zx.  Font  de  Veyle\  thence  he  proceeded  to 
Bourg.  the  capital  of  Brejfe^  and  on  the  fourth  day 
after  his  departure  readied  Geneva  ;  where  he  wrote 
to  his  father,  who  returned  him  a  fevere  anfwer, 
being  highly  difpleafed  with  his  elopement  from  his 
fami  y  {c). 

After  fix  months  ftay  at  Geneva,  he  went  into 
Swijferland  {d)^  and  thence  into  Holland,  arriving  at 
the  Hague,  3  July  1728  {e\  Plere  he  declared  him- 
felf  a  Froteftant  (/).  He  had  fcarce  fettled  him- 
felf  at  the  Hague,  before  he  began  to  confider  in 
what  manner  he  might  fubfifl ;  for  which  purpofe 
he  foon  commenced  author,  and  undertook  a  pe- 
riodical work,  under  the  title  of  Critique  d  jinterefsee 
des  Journaux  Litter  aires  ^  des  Ouvrages  des  Sfavans, 
publifhed  at  the  Hague  in  1730  in  12".  But  having 
in  that  journal  declared  on  the  fide  of  M.  Saurin,  the 
celebrated  preacher  at  the  Hague,  in  the  difpute  con- 
cerning officious  lying,  and  having  inferted  in  the  third 
Volume,  Art.  8.  ^.  113,  a  letter  to  M.  Fa  aifeau,  pub- 
lifhed after  an  edicl  of  the  States  of  Holland  had  en- 
joined an  abfolute  filence  on  that  queftion,  he  was 
accufed  by  the  French  miniffers  of  the  oppofite  party 
of  Hol'and.  In  order,  therefore,  to  give  time  to  this 
ftorm  to  blow  over,  he  left  Holland^  and  came  to 
London  \  g  )  where  he  made  no  long  flay,  being  in- 
duced by  the  letters  of  his  friends  at  the  Hague,  and 

{c)  Ibid.  p.  60-64. 
(d)  Ibid.  p.  85. 
(  e  )  Ibid.  p.  151. 

If  )  Niccron  p.  131.  &  Vie  de  M.  Eruys,  p.  2. 
\g)  He  was  there  in  OSloher  1730,  as  appears  from  the 
draught  of  a  letter  of  M.  Des  Maizeau's  ftill  extant. 


the 
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the  advice  of  M.  Bes  Maizeaux,  to  return  foon  to 
Holland  (b).  But  he  found  himfelf  abandoned  by 
M.  Saurin,  whofe  defence  he  had  undertaken  ;  and 
the  profecution,  in  which  his  zeal  for  that  Divine  in- 
volved him,  was  attended  with  confiderable  cxpence  as 
well  as  trouble  (/). 

The  friendfhip,  which  he  had  contra(5led  during 
his  refidence  at  London^  with  M.  Des  Maizeaux,  oc- 
cafioned  a  correfpondence  between  them  by  letters.  Of 
thefe  feventeen  of  the  originals  of  M.  Bruys  from  Nov, 
29,  1730,  to  iSlh  July  1733,  ftill  extant,  fhew  his 
true  charader  and  principles  at  that  time.  It  will  be 
proper,  therefore,  for  this  purpofe,  to  tranfcribe  fome 
pafTages  from  thofe  letters. 

In  that  from  the  Hague  of  the  29th  of  November 
1730,  after  mentioning  his  defign  of  going  that  win- 
ter to  Burgundy,  his  own  country,  he  breaks  out  into 
a  drain  of  profane  raillery  :  Je  compte  dialler  cet  hyver 
en  Bourgogne  hoire  de  copieufes  rufades  a  voire  /ante. 
Faites  la  meme  chofe  a  Londres,  ^  faites  une  fi  bonne 
provifion  de  Foi  que  vous  puij/iez  vous  perfuader,  quels 
vin  de  Portugal  vaut  celui  de  Macon.  Selon  I'Evangile 
il  n^eji  pas  impojfible  d^ avoir  une  pareille  idee,  quoiqu^elle 
paroijje  fort  extraordinaire,  Tranf porter  une  montagne 
a  I' aide  d'un  petit  grain  de  Foi  ne  feroit-ce  pas  une 
chofe  plus  extraordinaire  encore  ?  Mais  gardons  nous 
bien  d'approfondir  ces  hauls  myfleres^  ^  crions  avec  la 
foule,  Vive  la  foi  du  charbonnier.  Si  nous  ne  fuivons 
pas  en  cela  le  parti  le  plus  raifonnable,  du  moins  fommes 
nous  affure  d'etr  edans  le  parti  du  plus  grand  nombre. 
Or  efi-il  que  je  veux  me  ranger  a  l^avenir  du  cote  des 
plus  forts.  Ergo  ....  l^irez  la  confequence^  dites- 
moi  ce  que  vous  pen  fez  de  cet  argument. 

In  the  next  letter,  of  the  26th  of  December^  ^73^^ 
N.  S.  he  mentions,  that  the  favourable  turns,  which 

(h)  Niceron  p.  132,  &  feq.    Vie  de  M.  Bruys,  p.  3.-6. 
&  Memoircs  hiftoriques,  p.  228,  h^ji, 
(/)  Memoires,  p.  271,  272. 
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his  affair  of  the  profecntion  had  taken,  would  keep 
him  in  Holland^  and  divert  him  from  his  former  refo- 
lution  of  returning  to  his  own  country. 

His  contempt  of  ecclefiaftics  in  general,  as  well  as 
his  indignation  againft  M.  de  la  ChapeUe^  and  other 
French  miniflers,  and  his  refolution  of  returning  to 
his  native  country,  and  the  religion  in  which  he  had 
been  educated,  are  evident  from  his  letter  of  the  2d 

January^  1 730-1,  N.  S.  Voila,  Movfiew\  a  quoi 
I'cn  ejl  e>ipofe  quand  on  a  affaire  a  la  gent  ecclefiaftique, 
^out  paffe  d  la  favcur  du  zele  de  la  maijon  de  Dieu. 
Si  ce  train  continue^  je  ne  futs  pas  ft  eloigne  de  Bour- 
gogne^  que  je  ne  puiffe  hien  y  retourner^  fc?  qvCon  vienne 
apres  cela  me  dire^  qu'il  faiit  fortir  de  Bahylone. 

His  language  concerning  Divines,  in  his  letter  of 
April  173 1,  N.  S.  is  ftill  more  grofs ;  for  he  declares, 
that  he  is  more  and  more  confirmed  in  the  notion, 
which  he  had  long  entertained ,  that  no  fincerity, 
honefty,  or  good  faith  are  to  be  found  in  the  greateft 
part  of  men  of  that  profefllon.  Au  rejle^  je  me  con- 
Jirme  de  plus  en  plus  dans  la  penf:e^  que  j'ai  depuis 
long  terns  ^  ff  avoir ^  qiCon  ne  trouve  ni  fincerite^  ni  droi- 
ture^  ni  bonne  foi  dans  la  plupart  des  Theologiens, 

He  mentions  in  his  letter  of  the  23d  of  February^ 
1 730- 1,  N.  S.  that  he  had  received  two  days  before 
a  prefTing  letter  from  his  relations  for  his  return  to 
Burgundy^  accompanied  with  a  bill  of  exchange  for 
200  livres :  and  he  aflcs  what  he  fliall  do,  fince  he 
had  many  circumftances  to  difguft  him  in  Holland, 
And  M.  Des  Maizeaux  having  in  his  anfwer  given 
his  opinion  againft  his  return,  M.  Bruys  in  another 
letter  of  the  13th  of  March^  1730-1,  N.  S.  raillies  his 
friend  for  thinking  that  he  fliould  lofe  his  liberty  by 
going  back  to  France,  fince  the  greatefi:  liberty  con- 
fifts  in  being  free  in  the  midfl:  of  flavery  itfelf.  Je 
refois  avec  beaucoup  de  reconnoijjance  les  bons  avis  que 
vous  me  donnez  a  I'egard  de  mon  re  tour  en  France,  Mais 
je  ne  faurois  approuver  Videe  que  vous  avez  de  la  liber te, 
Je  perdrois  en  Bourgogne,  dites-vous,  ce  bien,  qui  ejl 
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le  plus  precieux  de  tous.  En  verite,  je  crois  que  c^eft  uH 
hien  tres  chimerique.  Car  la  plus  grande  liberie  conjtjle 
a  fe  irouvcr  libre  dans  Vefclavage  meme,  Ergo^  &c. 
This  fliews,  that  our  Freethinker,  like  mod  others, 
jTjade  no  difficulty  of  outwardly  conforming  to  a  fyf- 
tem  of  religious  opinions,  of  which  he  had  no  con- 
vidion  in  his  mind. 

.  But  notwithftanding  his  inclination  to  return  to  his 
native  country  and  his  old  religion,  of  which  he  had 
been  intended  for  a  pried,  tho'  he  appears  from  his 
letters  not  to  have  had  any  ferious  impreffion  of  any 
religion,  he  undertook  to  compile  an  Hiftory  of  the 
Popes  from  St,  Peter  to  Benedi^i  XIII.  inclujively.  This 
work  is  drawn  up  in  a  manner  very  infavourable  to 
the  papacy  and  the  memory  of  mod  of  the  popes ;  and 
to  give  the  greater  force  to  his  fatire,  the  author  af- 
fumes  the  character  of  a  Roman  Catholic.  The  plan 
of  it  and  propofals  for  printing  it  by  Subfcription  had 
been  publifhed  at  the  Hague  in  1730,  in  24  pages  in  4^^ 
with  a  fpecimen  containing  the  life  of  Gregory  VII  \ 
which  he  afterwards  difavowed  in  the  preface  to  the 
fird  volume  of  his  Hidory  as  defective  both  in  dyle 
and  method.  The  impreflion  of  the  work  itfelf  was 
begun  before  April  1731,  as  appears  from  a  letter  of 
his  of  the  13th  of  that  month  n.  d.  tho'  in  that  letter 
and  another  of  the  8ch  of  May  n.  d.  from  Hague,  he 
does  not  acquaint  M.  Bes  Maizeaux  with  the  fecrec  of 
his  being  the  author  of  that  work.  The  fird  and  fecond 
volume  of  vvhich  were  publidied  at  the  Hague  in  1732, 
the  third  and  fourth  in  1733,  and  the  fifth  in  1734. 

While  he  was  engaged  in  this  work,  he  quitted 
Holland,  and  retired  to  Germany,  and  lived  near  two 
years  at  Emmerick,  where  he  married  y^nne  Dentil  of 
Montauhan^  by  whom  he  had  two  children  (^),  and 
after  her  death  married  a  fecond  wife  (/). 

During  his  refidence  at  Emmerich^  he  wrote  one  let- 
ter to  Mr.  Bes  Meizeaux  of  the  i8th  of  July  1733^ 

{k)  Vie  de  Bruys,  p.  9. 

(  /)  MS.  letter  of  tSth  July,  1733. 
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».  ft.  in  which  he  owned  himfelf  to  Be  the  author  of 

the  Hiftory  of  the  Popes,  and  mentioned,  that  he  was 
then  drawing  up  an  anfwer  to  the  authors  of  the 
Bibliotheque  Raifonn'ee  and  Journal  Litteraire^  which 
had  fixed  a  fufpicion  of  deilm  upon  him  ;  to  which, 
he  faid,  he  would  endeavour  to  reply  in  fuch  a  man- 
ner, as  fhould  not  charge  his  confcience  by  a  fharr^e- 
ful  and  cowardly  diffimulation.  Je  reponds  a  prefcnt 
aux  auteurs  de  la  Bibliotheque  Railbnnee  du  Jour- 
nal Litteraire,  qui  me  rendent  fufpeB  de  deifme,  Je  me 
tire  de  cette  intrigue  fans  charger  ma  confcience  par  une 
honteufe      lache  diffimulation. 

His  inclination  for  Holland  reviving,  he  left  Em- 
merick  for  Utrecht,  with  a  refolution  to  fix  there  :  but 
was  diverted  from  it  by  an  invitation  of  the  Count  of 
'NeW'Wied,  who  wrote  to  him  a  moft  obliging  letter, 
and  offered  him  his  patronage  and  an  employment  at 
his  Court.  Departing  therefore  from  Utrecht  on  the 
8th  of  February  ly^^-S^  pafled  thro*  Munfier  and 
Cologne,  and  arriving  at  New-Wied  in  the  following 
month,  was  received  there  with  great  marks  of  regard 
by  the  Count,  who  appointed  him  his  Library -Keeper, 
and  by  theCountefs,  who  intruded  him  with  an  im- 
portant commifllon  eight  days  after  his  arrival. 

The  death  of  his  patronefs  on  the  27th  of  May 
1736  (m)  haftened  the  execution  of  a  refolution,  which 
he  had  formed  of  returning  to  France  (n)  ;  and  one  of 
the  reafons,  which  he  affigns,  was,  that  he  had  for  four 
or  five  years  pad  difcovered  his  error  in  changing  his 
religion,  and  thought  it  time  to  corredl  his  error  in 
that  point,  in  order  to  fet  his  confcience  at  eafe  (0), 
So  that,  according  to  his  own  account,  printed  fince 
his  death,  he  was  a  Roman  Catholick  in  heart,  while 
he  profefled  Proteftantifm  ,  and  publifhed  his  Hifiory 
of  the  Popes,  tho'  it  is  much  more  probable  from  his 

{m)  Niceron  p.  139-143.  and  Vie  de  Bruys,  p.  10-15. 
(«)  Memoires,  toai,  2.  p.  121. 
\o)  Ibidem. 
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own  letters,  that  he  had  then  no  religion  ;  and  his  let- 
ter from  Enrnmck  in  July  1733,  cited  above,  feems 
to  admit  the  charge  of  deifm  objedled  to  him. 

In  purfuance  of  his  laft  dcfign,  he  departed  from 
Germany  in  Auguft  1736,  and  went  to  PariSy  where 
he  abjured  the  Proteftant  Religion,  and  was  reconciled 
to  the  church  of  Rome.  He  continued  four  or  five 
months  in  that  Metropolis,  where  he  drew  up  his 
Memoirs  (p),  and  formed  an  acquaintance  with  many 
of  the  learned  men,  and  particularly  Father  Tourna- 
mine  the  Jefuit^  who  had  a  great  efteem  for  him,  and 
would  have  procured  him  a  fettlementy  if  Mr.  Bruys 
had  not  been  married.  The  interefts  of  his  family 
therefore  obliged  him  to  purfue  the  profelTion  of  the 
law,  notwithftanding  his  difinclination  to  it.  He  went 
accordingly  to  Dijon  with  that  view  ;  but  on  the  day, 
on  which  he  was  made  Licentiate  there,  he  was  feized 
with  a  Dropfy  in  his  bread,  which  put  an  end  to  hi* 
life  in  the  night  between  the  20th  and  21th  of  May 
1738,  in  the  31(1  year  of  his  age. 

After  his  Return  to  France^  and  on  his  death,  he 
appeared  to  be  a  fmcere  Catholic  ;  and  in  his  Me- 
moirs he  expreflfes  the  utmoft  averfion  to  Proteftan- 
tifm,  reprefenting  the  efFeds  of  liberty  of  confcience 
and  toleration  to  be  nothing  but  herefics  and  diforders, 
anddetefting  all  his  former  writings  as  furnifhing  arms 
to  the  enemies  of  truth,  and  efpecially  his  Hijiory  of  the 
Popes  ^  which  he  always  fpoke  of  with  the  utmoft 
horror  (([). 

(p)  They  are  dated  at  Pan's  ^th  Jan,  1736-7,  N.  S. 
(q)  Niceron  p.  143-145.  and  Vie  de  Bruys,  p.  14,  15. 
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Erratum. 

Page  5.  in  the  Note,  lin.  penult,  inflead  of,  Name  of  a 
place  and  of  a  date^  read,  were  of  the  mojl  infgnificant  k'lndy 
as  the  dijiance  of  a  place. 


